
Minutes  of Coquetdale Cluster meeting  held on Tuesday 15th March 2016  commencing 7.30pm in 
Rothbury Jubilee Hall 
 
22.1  Introduction and welcome   
J Famelton, A Winlow, D Gutherson, K Bartlett, C Dixon, J Reynalds, J Gasken, D Norman, J Hasson,  
G Vickers 
 
22.2 Apologies for absence 
I Lepinwell 
 
22.3 Guest Speaker John Cooper inorthumberland to discuss superfast  broadband 
Due to a family bereavement, John Cooper unable to attend the meeting. 
  
22.4  Minutes of meeting  held on Tuesday 1st December 2015 
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record. 
 
22.5  Matters arising from previous  meeting 

S Bridgett had stated he would attend future Coquetdale Cluster meetings if he received an invitation. 
 
22.6 Cluster Group’s future, aims and objectives 
There appeared to be a feeling of general apathy with the Cluster and the original aims and objectives 
should be revisited.  However, it does provide a valuable service to individual Parish Council’s, particularly 
the smaller settlements, and if there is an important issue a group would exert additional pressure.  
However, opinion being the meetings are becoming aimless, with a huge agenda, and large parts of it not 
applicable to smaller council’s.  C Dixon had suggested the following alternatives to Nunnykirk PC:  

 for Nunnykirk to leave the Cluster 

 meetings to be held at County Hall with NCC officials present and Skyping  local MP 

 using initial meeting to agree a set of shared objectives, and work specifically to achieve these. 

 use as  a means of integration with NCC 

 Nunnykirk to attempt to group with smaller PC’s within their area, which they would be attempting 
to adopt. 
 
K Bartlett commented shared objectives would be similar to those around the county, and from 
2017-2018 there would be some very serious costs savings at NCC, and cluster would then have the 
opportunity of what services they wished to see/how they would achieve them in the future, and 
economies of scales need to be borne in mind. 
 
It was agreed guest speakers would be encouraged and to continue in similar vein as at present, 
with National Parks/Forestry Commission to be asked to attend future meetings. 
 

22.6 To discuss incoming Chairman and Vice Chairman 

 J Hasson proposed J Famelton as Chairman and D Norman as Vice Chairman, A Winlow 
seconded, agreed. 

 
22.8 Policing Matters 
Crime low in Coquetdale, however fuel siphoned from wagons at Thropton and Caistron Fisheries burglary 
occurring on Sunday 13th March 2016, however police in possession of suspected vehicle details.  Off road 
motorbikes problematic, with quad bike confiscated.  Youth project up and running to provide diversionary 
activities; Lmaps local meetings at beginning of each month to discuss common issues/prevent crime, with 
focus on camping/off road vehicles/rural crime /speeding.  A car had been witnessed parked at Ward’s Hill, 
with person’s dragging a dead deer which had been shot, and incidents such as this should be reported to 
police. 



 
22.9 Roads and Traffic 

 Potholes should be reported through NCC on-line system, however with a wet winter, tremendous 
amounts of problems with landslips and bridge damage had occurred, and  NCC had put bid into 
central government to attempt to gain funding.  On B6342 road, Rothbury to Hexham, at 
Lordenshaws burn, the side of the main road is beginning to subside.  

 J Hasson brought up an area of road which was reported 17/11/15 at NCC meeting, which is still in 
the same condition, and a  recent incident had occurred with a vehicle slipping into a rut near to 
Longframlington with £5K damage to car.  K Bartlett to look into these reports. 

 Vehicle had suffered wrecked tyre at Silverton Lane due to a pothole. 

 Cattlegrid near to Lordenshaws road in need of repair, which had previously been reported to NCC. 

 Cragend landslip works to be completed imminently. 
 
22.10 Broadband  

 Assurances had been made for broadband at Newtown first quarter of 2016, however no further 
forward. 

 Nunnykirk PC had issued a parishioner questionnaire to attempt to secure broadband speeds - 34 
out of 64 returned with 28% 0-1m/b per second; 29%1-3; persons close to windfarm did have 
higher speeds.  Meeting held with inorthumberland/British Telecom, with BT not turning up.   

 Hepple would not receive fibreoptic for some time, due to costs of implementing for a small area. 

 B.T. clawback money of £375K from Rothbury to be queried with J Cooper. 
 
22.11 Planning   

 Whitton & Tosson note circulated regarding Northumberland Estates planning application for 
holiday lodges on a sensitive piece of land near to the Golf Club, impinging on the Conservation 
Area and adjacent to a Grade 2 listed building.  60 objections were received, further to public 
awareness from W&TPC.  N/Estates had withdrew the application, although this could be 
temporary, and it was advised individual PC’s should follow this example with contentious planning 
applications.  57 dwelling on Garleigh Road also contentious with a group having been set up, and 
implementation of Coquetdale Neighbourhood Plan now imperative. 
 

22.12  Priorities from individual Parish Councils  

 Major flooding problem at Hepple with farm land becoming saturated, NCC had attended meeting 
with work orders produced and super job carried out. 
 

22.13 Renewable Energy 

 Drop in event successful for switching energy companies, also scheme for persons earning less than 
£26K/annum living in homes with no central heating who can access fund to upgrade. 

 
22.14 Any Items from Northumberland County Council 

 NALC had circulated information regarding a cemetery suffering a large hike in water rates, due to 
it being a business. 

 In terms of support to Cluster, as of 31/3/16 the Locality Team  at County Hall would no longer 
exist, and replacement not confirmed, and as a Cluster it was advised to write to Geoff Paul to seek 
clarification.  Kevin Bartlett confirmed he would be leaving NCC, and was given thanks for all his 
help. 

 Parish Liaison Working Group to meet towards the end of May 2016, with suggestion of conference 
sometime in June 2016. 

 
22.15 Landscaping of trees 



Issue of species dying out discussed at last meeting, and there is a community fund related to Wingates 
Wind Farm which could possibly be accessed.  This is not an immediate concern, however it was agreed to  
invite Forestry Commission to a future meeting. 
 
22.16 Finance 
Nothing to report. 
 
22.17 Any Other Business 

 In future, PC’s under £25K would not require external audit but would need more transparency, 
with web-sites a requirement, and grants available for purchase of I.T. equipment. 

 PC’s over £25K – there was currently not enough information to be able to choose future audit 
arrangements. 

 Joint Burial Committees had had separate external audit to PC’s, however they are not separate 
legal entities and the lead Parish Council would need to include these with their annual return. 

 Spirit Buses had contacted the Clerk with information regarding the long term future of Spirit Buses, 
and Parish Councils are permitted to subsidies private transport.  Matter to be discussed at 
individual Parish Council meetings. 

 Further appreciation  given to Kevin for all his help and endeavors for the Coquetdale Cluster. 
 
22.18  Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of Coquetdale Cluster will be held on Thursday 16th June 2016 commencing 730pm in 
the Jubilee Hall, Rothbury 
 


