
 
Minutes of meeting of Coquetdale Cluster  held on Thursday 6th October 2016  commencing 7.30pm in 
Rothbury Jubilee Institute 
 
24.1  Introduction and welcome   
J Famelton, C France, D Norman, J Gasken, J Reynalds, D McKechnie, S Bridgett, G Davey, J Ragdick, 
N Wharrier, J Hasson 
 
24.2 Apologies for absence 
D Gutherson 
 
24.3 Guest Speaker Grant Davey to discuss broadband and business opportunities in rural 
 Northumberland 
Mr Davey gave thanks for the invitation to attend, and began by discussing the North East Devolution deal. 
From day one, NCC had stipulated work to reopen trainlines on the Ashington Blyth Tyne route; funding to 
ports, garden villages, and 100% minimum 4g and possibly 5g coverage; 100% rural broadband; a new local 
town college; and virgin high speed cable to enter Northumberland, primarily business cable, and if Central 
Government do not accept these, Northumberland would not be part of the Devolution.  Information on 
rural broadband distributed, with certain options not available due to geographical problems, however 
there  are reasonable sized areas of fibre to properties within Coquetdale, which is a rarity in the rest of 
Northumberland.  Any clawback money from schemes in the area would be utilised on further properties 
in the area.  NCC are trying their best, and with devolution deal from Government, would try even harder, 
and are currently working with as many companies as possible to improve the situation.   
 
When BT originally bidded there was talk about community laid fibre as  a means of reaching remote areas, 
but BT do not now appear to be doing this.  Mr Davey stated this is a way forward, and clawback money 
can be used to assist with this, the problem being communities depending on BT carrying out the actual 
work.  Communities therefore have to set up a constitution, and the work would be very  much community 
led, however problems had arisen in Hollinhill parish attempting this.  Cllr Bridgett requested Mr Davey 
and Chief Executive NCC assist with problems being encountered with clawback specifically from Defra 
scheme, with BT and BDUK disputing this. 
 
Archnorthumberland services discussed.  They deliver rural opportunities for expanding business; a local 
procurement scheme where companies can be involved with NCC; a focus on tourism and culture, being 
the third largest industry; directly support some projects in rural areas, with the Sill project being 
supported;  community led social enterprises; availability for some areas with low skill bases for teaching in 
communities; rural business growth fund concerning capital investment; tourism/food and drink niche; 
rural energy and environmental schemes; strategic economic rural enterprise fund; European agricultural 
food funding; leader programme; business Northumberland, a growth programme, with courses and 
workshops arranged, and Arch itself recycling profits, (some press reports concerning Arch are simply not 
true); North East Growth hub, an online community bidding process; regional business support, with  Arch 
having a department specifically set up to aid people with these funding organisations.  Regarding 
European funding detailed above, this would need replaced, with Central Government preparing for this, 
and funding in Scotland to be cut to support funding cuts for England.  However, some business’s need first 
class advice and mentoring, not necessarily funding, which Arch do assist with.  Commercial assets of NCC 
were not all transferred to Arch, primarily  being assets that were standing transferred, such as commercial 
premises, and not all of these assets were of benefit to Arch.  Mr Davey chairs the audit committee panel 
of Arch in a non paying function, with a  further four labour Cllrs, one liberal Cllr and one conservative Cllr 
also sitting on the board.  Currently,  discussions are underway with Northumberland Estates, which Arch 
are facilitating, regarding social housing.  
 
Cllr Bridgett to assist with noticeboard at Flotterton.                                  



  
24.4  Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 16th June 2016 
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record after minor amendment. 
 
24.5  Matters arising from previous  meeting 
No matters arising. 
 
24.6 Cluster Group’s future, aims and objectives 
Option discussed to move to two meetings per year, with additional meetings to be held if required.  When 
Cluster initially created, there was more going on, and meeting attendance had dwindled as a result of the 
non-attendance of the County Councillor, however Cllr Bridgett confirmed he had historically stated he 
would only attend if specifically invited, as he didn’t wish to dominate meetings, and suggested  Local 
Transport Plan requests fed through the parish cluster would be given preference.  Proposed pedestrian 
crossing within Rothbury does still have funding allocated, however protracted talks regarding allocating 
village greens ongoing.   
 
It was agreed the Cluster would meet twice a year, with other meetings held as necessary.          
 
24.7 Policing Matters 
Neville Wharrier introduced himself as the new Neighbourhood Sergeant, who lives in Rothbury, and has 
previous experience working in the area.  September crimes had included two shed/garden burglaries on 
remote caravan site.  Quad bike thefts, damage to farm land and cold callers do impact rurally, however 
Neville would rather discuss community initiatives, rather than reporting on crime.  Operation checkpoint 
had been carried out 5/10/16, being North of England initiative, specifically designed to target rural 
criminals, with 130 vehicles stopped.  Rural young drivers event to be held on 15/11/16 at Rothbury fire 
station.   Farmwatch still running; motorcycles travelling from B6342 to Rothbury problematic - Operation 
Right Safe operates in rural areas at weekends during the summer; police plans underway covering 
Halloween, Guy Fawkes and Christmas period. 
 
24.8 Roads and Traffic 
Weldon Bridge road extremely uneven due to subsidence, Cllr Bridgett to make enquires. 
Encroachment problematic with tree branches/hedges on road, especially from Rothbury to Elsdon. 
 
24.9 Broadband  
Discussed earlier. 
 
24.10 Planning   
Rothbury parish appearing to be inundated with new housing development plans, and Glanton parish had 
also received several small planning applications for developments. 
 
24.11  Priorities from individual Parish Councils  
No items. 
 
24.12 Renewable Energy 
Nothing to report. 
 
24.13 Any Items from Northumberland County Council 

 Proposed boundary review, with proposals to move Coquetdale to Hexham constituency, with 
consultation closing on 5/12/16 and representations could be made in person at the Royal Station 
Hotel Newcastle on 14&15 November 2016.  Criteria have to be met when objecting, and further 
options suggested, Cllr Bridgett to provide information to individual Parish Councils regarding his 
comments. 



 Drop in sessions regarding community hospital being held, with public meeting scheduled  
17/11/16 with letters to be distributed to all households. 

 Rothbury pool and gym had introduced a new pricing structure - to ensure all areas are fair – with 
fees rising from £27 to £32 per month, which would enable users to access services elsewhere. 
However, Cllr Bridgett had requested the price be reduced and the option to use services 
elsewhere withdrawn, due to fears users may then abandon the Rothbury centre, which could be 
detrimental to its future. 

 Spirit Buses to cease 5/11/16, and Arriva services also cut.  Data had been scrutinised and based on 
amount of persons using the service, routes and timetables were now based around this 
information, with services at roughly every 90 minutes. 

 Consultation underway for removal of BT telephone boxes within Coquetdale.  Box outside of 
Jubilee Institute  to be replaced. 

 Town and Parish Council meeting to be held 15/10/16  at County Hall. 
 
24.14 Landscaping of trees 
Nothing to report 
 
24.15 Finance 
Nothing to report. 
 
24.16 Any Other Business 
Young cyclists around Rothbury becoming problematic for vehicle users - pre-planning application had 
been submitted for a cycle track at Whitton Bank, which could alleviate problems.  Seat at bridge end had 
also been damaged by cyclists, Clerk to contact Neville Wharrier. 
 
24.17  Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of Coquetdale Cluster will be held on Thursday 2nd March 2016 commencing 730pm in 
the Jubilee Institute, and it was agreed to invite representatives from Galliford Try regarding LED Lighting, 
and if not possible, a Dark Skies representative.   
 


