
 COQUETDALE CLUSTER 

Minutes of meeting of Coquetdale Cluster  held on Thursday 14th September  2017  
commencing 7.30pm in Dovecote Room,  Rothbury Jubilee Institute 

26.1  Introduction and welcome   
J Ragdick, P Dawson, J Sutton, J Barton, D McKechnie, V Knox, L Kirkwood, C France, A Winlow, 
C Miller, 
County Council representatives L Sawyer, G Bucknall, I Hedley and S Bucknall 

26.2 Apologies for absence 
A Arkle, J Famelton, J Hasson 

26.3 Guest Speakers L Sawyer and S Bucknall from NCC present to discuss lamp post 
upgrades 
Areas within Cluster have all had lantern conversions, with some already changed to LED, and 
those that weren’t were awaiting column upgrade, with structures over 25 years old requiring 
replacement due to several catastrophic incidents related to ageing lighting stock.  There are 
18,000 columns within the county in a state of disrepair and structurally unsound, being 40% of 
the stock at a cost of 15-20million to replace, with funding having to be sought for this work, 
and LED lamping being more economical to run.  70% of the project had been completed, with 
90% of works only requiring lantern replacement now carried out.  Construction works had not 
commenced in any Coquetdale Cluster areas and  timetable would be forwarded when known.   
Contractor will need to communicate with some residents, and it was thought useful if they also 
contacted individual Parish Council’s.   LED is a  completely different type of lighting which can 
take a while to get used to, and once installed settings will not be changed.  Lamps do dim from 
midnight at 50% reduction until dawn.  Decorative lamps  are able to be converted to LED.   
Some residential areas not as brightly lit as main streets, but are being lit to a certain standard.  
Rothbury main street abysmal and this area would be investigated, and being in a conservation 
area, structures would have to be sympathetic to existing.    Cluster extremely grateful for the 
attendance and update given.               
   
26.4 Guest Speaker Graham Bucknall from NCC Highways preset to discuss Parish Council’s 
submitting regular highway reports 
G Bucknall in attendance specifically as a result of Whitton & Tosson Parish Council process 
which involved producing a Business Plan, with various activities divided between Parish 
Councillor’s, such as Highways and Footpaths.  Further to this, workstream for each individual 
section with database of items requiring action and Council regularly liaising with County 
Council and National Park.  G Bucknall regularly receives a summary of highway issues after 
each Whitton & Tosson P.C. meeting, some items he can action and others not.  Areas of concern 
within Coquetdale then discussed - When bottom road floods at Burnfoot, Rothbury, road closed 
signs are not placed on junction from A697 turnoff to Rothbury, but always past Brinkburn and 
turn off to Longframlington, which had been raised at County Hall for many years, and if placed 
at Weldon Bridge, would make things easier.  People also attempt to access Pauperhaugh Bridge 
which results in cars being severely damaged in times of flooding.  Foliage growing over both 
signs of Blackburn Bridge problematic for many years – G Bucknall to look into this matter.  
Ditching work throughout the area had mainly all been filled in again which appears to be a 
waste of money, and problems occur with blocked pipes.  Road past Lordenshaw car park to 
B6342 extremely narrow with vehicles ending up in ditches, and passing places would be useful, 
and  corner on B6342  would benefit from a safety  mirror, however team at County will not 
sanction mirrors on private land.  It would be helpful for parishes to know in advance when work 
will be carried out and County should consult with the individual Parish Council’s, and as a 
generality, better communication channels between county and parishes would be beneficial to 
all.  Some items mentioned above would be from capital budget and could go forward on LTP 



scheme.   Road between Whittingham and Netherton had been awarded funding, with 2million 
allocated to a resurfacing scheme which is currently at design stage, with money having to be 
spent by September 2018 – works would cause major local disruption.  Criteria for trimming 
back trees believed to be 5.5metres in height, and perhaps 2metres from road, with tree 
problems on road to Billsmoor.  National guideline definition of pothole information circulated 
to those present.                                    
  
26.5  Minutes of meeting  held on Thursday 2nd March 2017 
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record. 

26.6  Matters arising from previous  meeting 
Broadband cabinet at Newtown now connected. 

26.7 Cluster Group’s future, aims and objectives  
Now meeting six monthly, and a useful forum for interaction with County Council.  Apathy 
appears to have been engendered by receiving poor response from County Council, an example 
being attempting to gain a noticeboard for Hepple parish which had been ongoing for many 
months.  It was agreed County Cllr Steven Bridgett should be present at tonight’s meeting and 
the group  should insist he attends, and there were further concerns at his lack of attendance at 
Parish Council meetings throughout Coquetdale.  P Dawson proposed writing to Peter Jackson, 
Council Leader, stating unhappiness at County Cllr’s lack of attendance at Coquetdale Cluster 
and Parish Council meetings within his area, and ask, as Leader of the Council, what he could do 
to instruct Cllr Bridgett to attend, A Winlow seconded, all in agreement. 

26.8 Policing Matters 
No police presence. 

26.9 Roads/Traffic/Local Transport Plan 
Concern over speeding vehicles which is a criminal offence and police should be made aware of 
this as a collective.  A thankyou speed sign in Longframlington had been extremely effective.  
There was a project involving mobile speed cameras which could be moved throughout the 
Coquetdale Cluster discussed several years ago, however this had never materialised.  Racing 
motorcyclists also of concern.  J Ragdick to speak to Police Sergeant and invite to next meeting 
to specifically discuss these issues. 

26.10 Broadband  
Cabinet No 10 for Rothbury area now live.  A microwave option unit on top of buildings now 
available and if no cabinet or fibre to premises and line of sight available to a building, service 
can be achieved in this way by signal being bounced between buildings, and for the property 
that is transmitting, broadband is received free of charge.  There had been an issue at Glanton 
with telephone lines and no action from B.T, however with a letter written direct to Chairman 
of Openreach, problem had eventually been looked into. 

26.11 Planning   
Nothing to discuss. 

26.12  Priorities from individual Parish Councils  
Pedestrian crossing in Rothbury would be beneficial and  areas  for crossings had been discussed 
at Rothbury Parish Council meeting held 13th September 2017 where LTP requests were discussed 
and areas requested.  Neighbouring Parish Council’s could be involved, such as Cartington and 
Whitton and Tosson, due to housing developments.  It was agreed a letter from Cluster should 
be forwarded to County Council suggesting pedestrian crossings are imperative within Rothbury. 

26.13 Renewable Energy 



Nothing to report. 

26.14 Any Items from Northumberland County Council 
Iain Hedley present from County Council, who works strategically with Town and Parish 
Council’s, such as organising the Annual Conference which is to be held 5/10/17. New 
administration are focused on Town and Parish Council’s and localism of importance.  Draft 
corporate plan would be available on this date, and main portfolio holder’s would be present.  
Local Area Committees will discuss local planning up to a certain scale, and local service issues 
can be brought up in second part of committee meetings.  Funding through Community Chest 
available to local groups/organisations.   

26.15 Landscaping of trees 
Nothing to report. 

26.16 Finance 
Nothing to report. 

26.17 Any Other Business 
There was no other business 

26.18  Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of Coquetdale Cluster will be held on Thursday  March 8th 2017 commencing 
730pm in Dovecote Room, Jubilee Institute.


