
Minutes of  Coquetdale Cluster meeting held on Thursday 8th March 2018  commencing 
7.30pm in Dovecote Room, Rothbury Jubilee Institute 

27.1  Introduction and welcome   
J Famelton, Chairman (Hollinghill Parish Council), C France, D McKechnie (Hepple Parish 
Council),  H Dunn (Whitton and Tosson Parish Council) J Scarpa (Hesleyhurst Parish Council), I 
Hedley (Northumberland County Council), S Bridgett (County Councillor) C Miller (Clerk) 

27.2 Apologies for absence 
J Ragdick (Glanton Parish Council), A Winlow (Whitton and Tosson Parish Council), P Dawson 
(Rothbury Parish Council), J Hasson (Hepple Parish Council), L Kirkwood (Hesleyhurst Parish 
Council) 

27.3 Police representative to discuss problems with speeding motorcyclists 
No police representative present. 
  
27.4  Minutes of meeting  held on Thursday 14th September 2017 
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record. 

27.5  Matters arising from previous  meeting 
There were no matters arising from the previous meeting. 

27.6 Cluster Group’s future, aims and objectives  
Additional participation would be welcomed, and circulating aims and objectives to members of 
the cluster may be of benefit.  It appeared the cluster group had changed since it had initially 
been set up, and had originally been created by Rothbury PC to include all members of 
Coquetdale, with the view to exchange ideas and discuss similar  items that may affect the 
parishes.  In the past the County Council had encouraged cluster partnerships, but there was 
now a lack of interest.  Roads and transport were matters of concern, with Local Transport Plan 
system discussed.  Consistency was required with submissions and D McKechnie requested 
feedback on how to improve submissions.  Cllr Bridgett replied Rothbury division had received 
the largest amount of funding for the forthcoming financial year, and gave details of areas that 
had been approved, including 2.5million allocation for improvements on the road from 
Netherton to Whittingham, and policy guidelines could be provided by Coun Bridgett. It was 
suggested Stephen Rickett of NALC could be asked to create a document regarding LTP 
submissions.  Rather than using a jet sprayer, a section of road will now be cut out and sealed.  
Tree encroachment on roads a problem within Coquetdale, with some works carried out and 
others still in need of attention.     

27.7 Policing Matters 
No police presence. 

27.8 Roads/Traffic/Local Transport Plan 
Discussed earlier. 

27.9 Broadband  
Inorthumberland web-site very informative.  New cabinets being put into Glanton and 
Whittingham and  Elsdon nearly completed.  Sharperton and Holystone have cabinets insitu, and 
all in Hepple connected to  exchange.  

27.10 Planning   
Redraft of National Planning Policy Framework had been released, and greater housebuilding 
would be happening.  Northumberland National Parks Authority policy still in draft form with 
consultation available. 



27.11  Priorities from individual Parish Councils  
Roads and communications the biggest priorities within Coquetdale Cluster.   Emergency services 
upgrade masts being proposed, with one near Linbriggs Farm and one at Carlcroft plantation.  
Two planned for Elsdon and one planned for Callaly areas.   Due to EU rules, other providers 
have to be invited onto the masts.     

27.12 Renewable Energy 
Small turbines on farms acceptable, no major issues at the present time. 

27.13 Any Items from Northumberland County Council 
A bus information pilot scheme was underway regarding Parish Council’s becoming responsible 
for changing bus timetables within noticeboards.  Hub link for Town and Parish Council’s with 
information including specific contacts, and local services ‘whose who,’ available, and 
subsequent to annual conference other County Council department information to be made 
available.  Coun Bridgett stated all those involved in recent snow clearance works had carried 
out an impressive job.  Secondary routes can be problematic, with primary routes sorted first, 
and all farmers carrying out work on behalf of the County Council carry standard liability 
insurance, and farmers with contracts can sub-contract to other farmers.  Parish Councils could 
inform parishioners which roads were a priority, however County Council cannot say what is a 
priority as last week some B road clearances were abandoned, and motorists were causing 
problems with abandoned vehicles.  Glanton had previously set up a snow squad to deal with 
issues in bad weather.  Further to winter weather, there would now be envisaged a large amount 
of potholes to be actioned.  

27.14 Landscaping of trees 
To be taken off agenda. 

27.15 Finance 
End of year statement to be forwarded in due course. 

27.16 Any Other Business 
• Next cyclone event scheduled for 30th June. 
• Police had circulated snow reports which were extremely informative. 
• Report had gone to full County Council meeting regarding leisure services review which 

had mentioned nine areas, and had been conveyed as a closure list, with no definitive 
answer given, but discussions taking place with Active Northumberland Board, and the 
exact position of Rothbury leisure centre had been requested.  Regarding the Rothbury 
hospital closure, the County Council had sent a letter to Secretary of State, and Council 
Officer Liam Henry had given assurances the letter would be released once it had been 
sent, however this had not occurred with Coun Bridgett stating he would release the 
letter himself, and awaiting further contact from Liam Henry.   

27.17  Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of Coquetdale Cluster will be held on Thursday 6th September 2018 
commencing 730pm in the Dovecote Room, Jubilee Institute. 

The meeting closed at 830pm.


