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DRAFT - Minutes of the Meeting of Hepple Parish Council

held on  Monday 10th August 2020 6.30pm in the Village Hall

Present:

Mr C France

Chair



Mr J Hasson

Vice Chair



Mrs C Buckley



Mr S Whitfield



Mrs C Bell

Clerk

1.
Public Participation

1 member of the public attended

2.
Apologies for absence

Mr W Woolley

3.
URGENT COVID-19 PRE-MEETING ITEM

The Chairman went through items 1 – 8 on the NALC & SLCC check list (copy on file) for holding an in person 
council meeting. 
There was no way to conduct the meeting unless face to face; it was not possible to conduct the 
meeting using technology.  It is a legal requirement to sign off the AGAR.  The venue allows the public to observe, 
with social distancing strictly observed.  The Village Hall committee carried out a COVID-19 Risk Assessment 
prior to the meeting and therefore agreed to the meeting.  Items on agenda were re-ordered as below.
3.1 
Parish Council Annual General Meeting 2020

The meeting should have been held in May 2020 but was unable to take place as a result of the Covid 19 pandemic.  
The councillors voted to postpone to May 2021.

3.2
Annual Meeting of The Parish 2020

This meeting should have been held in May 2020 but was unable to take place as a result of the Covid 19 
pandemic.  The councillors voted to postpone to May 2021.

4.
Declaration of interests and the grant of any dispensations

None.

5.
Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2019/2020 to consider and agree any actions arising from 
the report of the internal auditor.

The following, which will appear on the notice board and website, were discussed and where appropriate approved 
and/or agreed.

●Financial report for the period 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020.

●Budget to 31st March 2021

●Internal Audit Report 24th July 2020

●Annual Governance and Accounting Statements  (see Minute References AG1 & AS1 below)

●Certification of Exemption from External Audit

●Dates for the 'Period of Exercise of Public Rights' – Application to change period for the exercise of public rights 
to start on or before 1st September 2020 was granted.

Minute Reference AG1 

The Annual Governance Statement, Risk Assessment and Financial Procedures documents were reviewed by the Parish Council together with the internal control and the management of risk guidelines and found that all the key areas were fully covered and complied with.
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Minute Reference AS1
The clerk has completed the Accounting Statement for 2019/2020 and it was approved by the Council at the council meeting.

6.
Minutes of the previous meeting

Minutes of meeting held on 3rd February 2020 were read and agreed as true and correct.

7.
Matters arising


6.1 – 6.7 (February 2020) Caistron road end to Flotterton.  The Cluster Meeting did not take place therefore the 
Chairman was unable to raise the issue with the Highways Dept representative.  Since the Highways Dept 
inspected a stretch of the road and discovered drains they knew nothing about hidden under soil and grass,  a 
councillor reported that a machine equipped with a magnet has been working in the area to locate other drain 
covers which have become covered over.  It seems that very many have been found. It is hoped that these will be 
cleared of blockages.  


The work scheduled to be completed last year on this stretch of road is still not done.  Kerb stones are lying on the 
verge at Flotterton and sign boards are still in the area.  The resurfacing work from Flotterton to Westfield House 
road end has been done.  Clerk to contact Highway Dept for a date for the work.


13.2 (February 3rd 2020) Dog fouling

The Chairman has spoken to Stephen Ricketts (NALC) who has advised that the local authority is responsible for 
dealing with such matters; however there is nothing they can do about problems on private land.  The Parish 
Council will monitor the situation and review at the next meeting.  


13.3 (February 3rd 2020) Mud on road

Advice from Stephen Rickets is that the County Council Highways Department is responsible for these problems.  
There have been no reported instances of a repeat of this problem so the Parish Council will monitor and review at 
the next meeting.

8.
Items for Discussion and Potential Decisions

8.1
Work on the Bickerton to Tosson road at the bottom of The Clavering Bank has not been done.  The closure of the 
Thropton to Flotterton road increased the amount of traffic on the C road between Bickerton and Rothbury causing 
extreme difficulty in passing traffic.  The maintenance hole drain cover on this road at the extreme bend below 
Bickerton wood has been displaced, and is now a 2 foot square hazard.  Chevron signs were due to be erected 
several years ago on this bend as a warning has still not been done.  Clerk to contact Highways Dept. 

8.2
Grass cutting in Hepple needs to be done again. Clerk to contact Highways Department.

9.
 Items for Information

Road works information for the whole country can be found on the website https://one.network/

NALC updates, codes of conduct for public office holders can be found on the NALC website 

10. 
Correspondence received

Following a request for a donation, £20 was sent to Coquetdale Lunch Club.

11. 
Finance

The balance sheet and bank statement  to 31st July 2020 were presented to the councillors; it was agreed the 
accounts balanced.
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12. 
Planning

12.1
Northumberland Local Plan Examination – the Council invites comments on the additional evidence to be made 
between Monday 13th July 2020 and Monday 7th September 2020.  Consultation documents can be viewed on the 
Council website at :

https://northumberland-consult.objective.co.uk/portal/planning/localplan/lp-exam-consultation-july2020 . 

To view at County Hall ring 01670 620003 or 01670 620004.

Planning permission has been granted for work at West Croft and The Village Hall.  Planning applications for 
installation of solar panels and stove flue at Beeswing Lodge, Billsmoorfoot & the infill of a redundant doorway at 
South Cottage East Hepple have been made.
13. 
Meetings attended by Councillors or the Clerk

Virtual meeting attended by Chair for Covid update with S Ricketts, Northumberland National Park, Elsdon Parish 
Council.
14.
Future Events

None
15.
 Any other business
 
The work will commence on the village hall soon and is expected to take 2 months.  


16. 
Date of next meeting

Monday 9th November 6.30pm.
Carole Bell

Clerk to Hepple Parish Council

School House

Hepple

Morpeth

NE65 7LH

01669 640282

hepplepc@gmail.co.uk

Hepple Parish Council     Ref 0820 DRAFT
www.parish-council.com/Hepple

