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New vehicles for Dial-A-Bus 
Orkney Disability Forum, which runs 
Dial-A-Bus, was delighted to receive 
two new Nissan LEAFs earlier this 
year. Dial-A-Bus is the largest supplier 
of community transport in Orkney and, 
as many of their service users are able 
to access regular cars, this means the 
addition of two ultra-low emission cars 
to its fleet for journeys 
involving only one 
to three 
passengers. 
The vehicles 
were funded 
through the 
Switched on 
Fleets Programme, 
one of the schemes 
funded by the Scottish Government to 
support its ambition to phase out new 
petrol and diesel vehicles by 2032. 
Transport Scotland made an offer of 
funding to Orkney Islands Council in 
2018 to purchase or lease Ultra-Low 
Emission Vehicles for the council or its 
community planning partners.  

Following discussion, the Orkney 
Partnership accepted the grant offer 

on behalf of Orkney Disability Forum. 
In his capacity as Chair of the Orkney 

Partnership Board Councillor James 
Stockan said, ‘Orkney Disability Forum 

is a member of the Partnership’s 
Strong Communities Delivery Group. 

Transport is a top priority 
for everyone in 

Orkney and one 
of the actions 

this group 
has been 

working on is 
to identify the 

gaps in community 
transport provision and 

find solutions that meet people’s 
needs. We think this is a great solution 

and we were delighted to be able to 
help – it’s a win-win for everybody. I’m 

looking forward to seeing our new 
LEAFs getting down to work and it will 

be really interesting to see how well 
they perform in this role.’ 

 

            

Hazel Aim, who is manager of the charity, said ‘We are delighted by 
the arrival of the two electric cars, and they will make a big difference 
to the running costs of Dial-a-Bus. I am sure our passengers will also 
agree that they will be an asset to the charity and able to give greater 
access to areas that are trickier with larger vehicles. Dial-a-Bus are 
also very excited to be doing their part in looking after the environment 

and reducing harmful emissions.’ 
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Free Sanitary Products 
Free sanitary products are now available in a range of 
public buildings in Orkney. This follows on from August 
last year, when free products were supplied in schools 
and colleges. The initiative is assisted by funding from the 
Scottish Government and has now been extended. 
Orkney’s community planning partners, including OIC and 
Voluntary Action Orkney, are distributing the free sanitary 
products to other facilities including community centres, 
libraries, community halls and a range of voluntary sector 
organisations. 

Hayley Green, OIC’s Head of IT and Facilities, said: “In its 2018 Programme for 
Government, the Scottish Government made a commitment to increase the number 
and range of places where sanitary products are available for those who need them. 

Sanitary products are not a luxury product, 
they are a necessity for a very large part of 
someone’s life. We want to encourage 
people who need them to take the products 
— taking enough for their entire period, not 
just for that day. It doesn’t have to be for 
themselves either; they can pick them up for 
someone else.”  
 

Get in touch if you want to 
provide free sanitary 

products in the toilets in 
your building. 

Do you need a small grant?  
If so, the Community Development and Capacity Building Fund might be just what 
you’re looking for. Small grants from this fund are offered to communities / community 
groups through the Living Well Delivery Group. The funding is available to support 
the establishment and / or development of new activities in local communities that will 
help to keep people active and socially engaged. If your proposal would benefit any of 
the following groups, you could apply: 

 
You’ll be asked to explain how you’ll sustain the activity following the period of ‘pilot’ 
funding and it’s important you ensure that there are measurable outcomes at the end 
of the funding period. 

If you’re interested contact gail.anderson@vao.org.uk at Voluntary Action Orkney. 

• Adults, including older people, who have long term conditions.  

• Older people who are socially isolated.  

• People who are most in need (addresses inequality of provision.) 

‘Influence and engagement’ is one of the priority areas identified in 
the Locality Plan. One of our actions is to consider adopting the principle of isles-
proofing local policy to prevent unfair or unforeseen consequences on the isles. This is 
being actioned on an individual agency basis and Orkney Islands Council has put a 
system in place to ensure all its policies are isles-proofed. 

mailto:gail.anderson@vao.org.uk
mailto:gail.anderson@vao.org.uk
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Property Asset Management 

Our Property Asset Management Future 
Property Sharing Protocol is now in use. 

You may recall from previous newsletters that this 
was put in place because we want to work together 
and take a more innovative and creative approach 
to use, disposal and development of our properties. 
Our target outcome is the improved use of 
properties. We’re already sharing ideas and 
information and have an operational group that will 
take specific pieces of work forward.  

Leading the way is Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service, which has provided office accommodation 
at Kirkwall Fire Station to the 
Orkney Drugs Dog Charity. 
John McKenna said “Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Services is 

delighted to be able to assist with the allocation of office 
space within our Orkney District Office to Orkney Drugs Dog 
Charity. We enter into this as part of the wider Community 
Planning Partnership Framework for Orkney Islands and this 
venture clearly links to the principles and aims of the Orkney 
Partnership Property Asset Management Future Property 
Sharing Protocol.” 

Meeting rooms 
… and talking of property sharing, if you work in one of the 
partnership agencies, you might be interested to know that 
some of the partners have agreed to make their meeting 
rooms available to partners. We’re sure this will be 
appreciated by anyone trying to find a meeting room. Details 
of the rooms and booking information will be sent out to you 
all soon.  

  

Some time ago it was identified that Police Scotland Officers didn’t have designated 
premises when carrying out activities on the isles. Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
has nine island stations and it made perfect sense for SFRS to offer Police Scotland 
access to these station premises whenever necessary. It allows Officers to have a 
secure base to operate from and provides welfare facilities and access to WiFi. An 
agreement was drawn up and signed by both organisations as part of the wider 
Community Planning Partnership Framework for Orkney Islands and links to the 
principles and aims of The Orkney Islands Partnership Property Asset Management 
Future Property Sharing Protocol.” 
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Multiple choice: PB x 2  
Our second Participatory Budgeting project was used to 
help boost the Locality Plan priorities in the non-linked 
isles. Voluntary Action Orkney made a successful 
application to the Community Choices Fund on our 
behalf. The Strong Communities Delivery Group, 
chaired by Gail Anderson, took YIYC2 forward in 
collaboration with 13 non-linked islands.  
 
A full report will be published 
shortly but in the meantime we can 
tell you that 54 projects were 
awarded a total of £74,364. The 
projects had to benefit as many 
people as possible and had to 
meet at least one of the themes 
from the locality plan. We’re sure, 
like us, you’re looking forward to 
seeing the full report. For now, 
here is just a sample of the many 
projects and comments from the 
sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Democracy in 

action. 

If you would like more involvement in community planning, and making a difference 

to your community, or if you would like this publication in a different language or 

format, please contact Marie Love by email on corporateservices@orkney.gov.uk or 

telephone 01856 873535 extension 2153. 

Kitchen 
equipment for 

community hall

Community 
cinema and film 

club

Emergency 
telephone for 

island

Past and 
present history 

project

Youth club 
transport

Computer club

Travel, 
recreation and 
welfare fund

Gym / Fitness 
equipment

Community 
washing 
machine

It’s good to feel 

your opinion is 

valued and matters. 

I feel very 

involved. 

Great fun and a 

fair way to 

distribute funding. 

mailto:corporateservices@orkney.gov.uk
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