
           
           
           
           
           
               
           
           
           
           
           
        
 
16th May 2016 
 
 
 
Dear Resident,  
  
As you will now know we have recently agreed to assume responsibility for provision 
of visiting General Practitioner services on the islands of Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre and 
Gairsay.  This will commence on Dr Brunt’s departure for his new role. NHS Orkney 
have also successfully recruited and appointed two nurse practitioners who will stay 
on Rousay and provide round the clock care on a two weeks on, two weeks off basis. 
They both have extensive experience and have received specific additional training in 
emergency care and acute illness assessment. They will have advice available to them 
from the mainland should they require any decision support. This model is the same 
as has already been successfully tested on Shapinsay, Eday, Flotta and North 
Ronaldsay.  
  
We appreciate that this represents a change for you and expect that the change will 
have raised some concerns and anxieties. We firmly believe that his model can work 
for you and that it will provide you with a safe, stable and sustainable solution, 
providing the continuity you seek. If we didn’t believe that, quite simply we wouldn’t 
have agreed to do it. We are delighted to have been given this opportunity and are 
very much looking forward to working with you to further develop a service that we 
can all be proud of.  
  
Your emergency or urgent care will be provided by 2 nurse practitioners who have 
received specific training in assessment and management of emergencies and acute 
illness. For all four islands that service will be available to you and accessed in 
exactly the same way as is currently the case with Dr Brunt.  
  
Planned GP surgeries and visits will be delivered by myself and my two partners Dr 
Huw Thomas and his wife, Dr Mimi Thomas. This will be done on a visiting basis 
from the mainland, where we also run Dounby and Evie surgeries. This will replace 
the GP surgeries done by Dr Brunt. Initially our plan is to offer you a choice of 
different GPs to see (myself Dr Jonathan Kirk, Dr Huw Thomas, Dr Mimi Thomas).  
  
Arrangements for prescription ordering and for contacting Islands View Surgery to 
arrange care are unchanged with the Practice Administrator, Anne Grieve continuing 
in her current role.  
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You will also have the option, should you wish, to use the full range of GP and 
Practice Nurse services available in Evie and Dounby. There will be absolutely no 
expectation or obligation for you to do so but the option is there if it suits.   
  
Our intention is to continue the monthly surgery on Egilsay subject to ferry times.  
  
In event of short term absence or illness of one of the nurse practitioners, one of us 
would cover, ensuring that a GP or nurse practitioner with training in emergency care 
will be on island at all times as is the case now and has been since Dr Brunt started his 
post.    
  
We are in the process of finalising our initial timetable and will update you in advance 
of Dr Brunt’s departure.   
  
I am sure that there will be many more questions which we will be glad to address 
with you in due course. I am also sure that there will be some teething problems. All I 
can do is offer my assurance that we will want to work them through with you to get 
to the point that we have a service you are happy with. Your patience, experience and 
support in that regard will be invaluable and very much appreciated.  
  
In the meantime we look forward joining you in the near future.  
  
  
Yours sincerely  
  
  
Dr Jonathan Kirk  
 


