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Another odd year has gone by since our last AGM, but I am pleased to report on a year’s increased activity. 

First though, huge thanks to all who have helped to keep interest, activity and administration going. Our 

Secretary, Treasurer, Newsletter compiler, website admin and endlessly inventive Facebook admin have 

done a terrific job and others have pitched in too in lots of ways. The quality and range of subject matter on 

Facebook has been tremendously engaging.  Even the dark Covid cloud has had a silver lining.  

Committee members Alastair Forsyth, Nigel Harding and Graeme Walker stood down from the committee at 

last year’s AGM and we welcomed Keith Fairclough and Alexandra Wright as new members. Alex lives in 

North Ronaldsay and it is good to get North Isles representation of the committee, made much easier by the 

use of Zoom for our meetings. 

We were rather slow to take the plunge and stage events online in the absence of indoor meetings, under 

the illusion that everything would be ‘back to normal’ soon.  In June, Helen gave us an account on Zoom of 

the study of Arctic and Great Skuas she and husband David have been conducting in Rousay over several 

years. The results were surprising and fascinating. Long-term studies are rare; it takes planning and 

dedication to carry out a project like this. In May we had the popular Nature Showcase online, with Sydney 

Gauld showing us day flying moths and butterflies, Graeme Walker describing Orkney dragonflies and their 

haunts and me talking about the different bumblebee species and their behaviour. We are getting used to 

Zoom and it worked well. At the end of June we had our second annual Virtual Bioblitz on Facebook and 

Twitter, following the very successful one in spring 2020. It attracted lots of posts but was not quite as 

popular as last year; its novelty during the complete lock-down was not repeatable.  

By midsummer, outdoor events were  started again. Caution about Covid and some inevitable inertia meant 

that we waited until risks were generally deemed to be low. Since then, there have been two summer 

evening meetings of the Flora Group, at Brodgar and the 4th Barrier, with me; a visit to Durkadale (Birsay) to 

enjoy the native woodland created there; a walk along the coast from Black Craig (Stromness) with Jenny 

Taylor; a dragonflies and damselflies session in North Walls (under the aegis of the British Dragonfly Society 

but with OFC members invited) with Graeme Walker; a Moths Morning to examine the night’s moth trap 

captures in South Ronaldsay with Sami Sankey; and an evening detecting and viewing bats in Finstown with 

Tim Dean.   

In August the Club organised a weekend course in bryophytes (mosses and liverworts) identification in Papa 

Westray with visiting tutor Nick Hodgetts. Most of the costs were paid for by the North Isles Landscape 

Partnership Scheme, for which many thanks are due. A difficult group (bryophytes) to learn, but it was really 

fun doing it together and so much easier with an omniscient tutor. We hope to repeat the exercise 

somewhere with a different subject in 2022.  

The 2021 Bulletin ‘Orkney Nature’ was a bumper edition. It is starting to get a wider circulation and has been 

admired by readers from outside Orkney, but we still need to work on this.  

All in all there has been a lot going on, in different subject areas and catering for different levels of 

knowledge and application.  Some of the outdoor events were not as well attended as others. I simply 

cannot recommend them enough to anyone interested in the natural history around us. Join in, and bring 

your friends and family too! 


