
Bluebells
Bluebell season is fast approaching and many folk enjoy seeing these 
flowers at places like Happy Valley. We don’t have the delicate native 
Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) in Orkney, but plenty of the Hybrid 
Bluebell (H. x massartiana),  which is a cross between the native and the 
Spanish Bluebell and has been widely planted and naturalised in some 
places. (Genetic research has shown that UK plants that resemble the 
Spanish Bluebell are, in fact, hybrids.) There are good descriptions of how 
to tell the difference between all three at http://www.cumbriabotany.co.uk/
look-out-for/bluebells. 

Faray Windfarm
OFC supports renewable energy projects in suitable sites, but has recently 
submitted a brief objection to the proposed development on the small 
island of Faray. To see this and full details of this project please visit 
https://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/CaseDetails.aspx?ID=121825

Otter Reflectors
The Club is aware of a number of Otter deaths on local roads and are keen 
to find a way to help prevent these sad deaths. We are very much in favour 
of more Otter reflectors being put up at key points by the side of relevant 
roads. We are, therefore, researching the best type to use and have had 
positive contact with Orkney Islands Council to share this research and 
discuss how and where they could be best used. The Club would then 
monitor the effects they have in deterring deaths.

Subscriptions
A gentle reminder to anyone who hasn’t yet paid their subscription. 
Although you may still be receiving emails, we will unfortunately not be 
able to send copies of our annual bulletin, ‘The Orkney Naturalist’ out to 
anyone who isn’t a paid-up member. ( As you can imagine, the postage is 
quite expensive ). Hopefully, however, the line up of events for the next few 
months will encourage you to rejoin! 
Our Membership Secretary and Treasurer is -
Brian Ribbands (queenamidda@waitrose.com)

We look forward to see many of our members over  
the next few months! 
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Hopefully we are now heading towards better weather after the relentless 
gales that were such a feature of the winter. Soon we will be enjoying the 
longer days and getting out and about to enjoy our wonderful natural 
history. The Club hopes to hold a full programme of events and, apart from 
those listed in this newsletter, there may be more arranged at short notice, 
so please keep an eye out for emails and on our Facebook page.

_______________________________

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (Further details of all these and other 
events will be circulated by email to all members ).

•  Saturday, 16th April Bag the Bruck - Orphir Bay,  2pm - 5pm
After an absence of 2 years, we will be back at Orphir Bay to give it a 
much needed clean. Bags and gloves will be provided, but you can bring 
your own gloves if you prefer. Wear walking boots/wellies and warm, 
waterproof clothing. Bring a drink/snack and hand sanitiser if you have it. 
Please park in the large car park beside the Orkneyinga Saga Centre, 
Orphir. Access to the beach is via the path through the cemetery. You are 
welcome to come along for just a short period, or stay for the whole 
afternoon. Any help at all will be very much appreciated. NB If there is a 
poor forecast for Saturday 16th, we will reschedule for Sunday 17th, and 
in the very worst case scenario, Saturday 23rd April. Please keep an eye 
on your emails and/or Facebook for updates/changes nearer the time. 

• Friday, 22nd April - “A Shell of the Past”  ( a talk via Zoom ) 7.30pm
Shell assemblages are a massively under-utilised resource in the 
archeological record. This talk by archaeologist Holly Young will cover 
the various types of information that ancient shells can tell us and how 
they can be used to inform our understanding of past societies.
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• Sunday, 24th April - A Spring Birding Walk - 10am to approx.1pm 
Weather permitting, Mike Gee will lead a walk in Deerness. We will set 
off from The Gloup carpark at 10.00 am. The principal focus will be on 
spotting spring arrivals - either breeding birds or passage migrants but 
non-avian sightings of plants, insects and cetaceans etc will be eagerly 
sought too. The walk will be open to everybody and especial care will be 
taken to help  novice birders improve their skills. The walk will last 2-3 
hours starting at The Gloup carpark making our way to the Brough of 
Deerness along the cliff path and returning by an inland path to The 
Gloup. We should be able to find seabirds, moorland birds and farmland 
birds on this route. From there we will re-convene, driving to the Newark 
Bay carpark. From there we walk towards the Point of Ayre carpark and 
back where we should be able to find both some shorebirds and 
freshwater wildfowl and waders.
Stout footwear, suitable outdoor clothing and binoculars are strongly 
recommended. Some parts of the walk will require care to keep safe 
near cliffs.

• Friday, 29th April - Tim Dean, the Orkney bat recorder, will lead a bat 
event. Meet at Finstown waterfront car-park at 9pm. Bring a bat detector 
if you have one (there will be some available to borrow) and wear warm 
clothes. A torch may be useful too. More details to follow. Maximum of 
ten, so please book with Tim -  timdean4@hotmail.com

• April or May - John Crossley will lead a Moss Group event. Venue and 
date to be confirmed.

• Saturday 21st May  - Russadale Ramble - 9.45am - 1pm
Join Orkney Field Club in our event as part of Orkney Nature Festival. 
We will walk up Russadale where we hope to see a variety of wildlife 
including wildflowers, trees, insects and birds. We will have experts on 
hand to help identify the different species and answer your questions. 
Please wear walking boots or wellies. There is a good path but it can be 
rough and wet underfoot. Bring warm, waterproof clothing, binoculars, 
camera and hand lenses if you have them as well as a drink and a 
snack. Please meet at the Stenness School car park at 9.45am, where a 
minibus will be waiting to take us to Russadale. There will be a small 
charge of £5 to cover the cost of the transport. The minibus will then 
collect us later (approx 1pm) and return us to our vehicles. There is a 
public toilet at Stenness, and the option of an ice-cream after at Gerri's 
Ice-Cream Parlour. Booking is essential due to limited spaces on the 
minibus, so please email OFCSecretary20@gmail.com to book 

• Saturday, May 28th  11am - 2pm - the first meeting of a new Field Club 
group, the Invertebrate Group, who will meet at Marwick Bay car-park 
to walk the coast path of the Marwick Head reserve in search of any 
invertebrates we can find, with a view to recording them and learning ID 
tips from each other. Please bring a packed lunch and wear suitable 
footwear.  Contact Josh Wells -  joshua@wellsworld.co.uk or 
07714446289 - for further information and to book.

• June - John Crossley will begin Flora Group outings. ( Details to be 
confirmed ).

• June - A possible Bioblitz. Venue and details to be confirmed, but 
hopefully in Rousay.

• July - Looking for Dragonflies and Damselflies at Wee Fea and maybe in 
West Mainland with Graeme Walker, our Dragonfly recorder. Details to 
be confirmed.

• late July - Rockpooling at Birsay with Penny Martin. Details to be 
confirmed.

_______________________________

Recording your natural history sightings
All our local recorders (see list of contacts in your last bulletin or on the 
OFC website) would very much welcome records of your sightings, be they 
rare or common, so that we can develop a growing picture of local 
biodiversity and perhaps any changes that are happening. 
Here are just a few ideas that you might like to contribute to  -
• Seagrass (Zostera) - when seen growing at extreme low tides or 

snorkelling/diving, (not washed up  on  the strandline), - records please, 
with photos, on one of the relevant Facebook pages or direct to 
John Crossley (flawsjohn@gmail.com) or 
Joanne Porter (j.s.porter@hw.ac.uk)

• Mammals - very unrecorded and records welcomed, particularly from the 
isles. It is easy to assume we know all about our commoner species, but 
without data, we only have only have a rough idea of how they are faring. 

• BeeWatch - see https://plantingforpollinators.org where you can find 
lots of information on pollinators and take part in citizen science projects.
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