
 

 

 
Orkney Field Club is a Registered Scottish Charity and SCIO No. SCO12459  

NEWSLETTER - September 2023 

The Bulletin:  

After many years of sterling work as editor of the bulletin John Crossley is hanging up his green 

eyeshades and mark-up pen and, as some indication of the size of that task, the reins are being taken 

up by an editorial team of Helen Aiton; Graeme Walker; Alexander Wright and Jenny Taylor. Our 

profound thanks to John for all that work.  

In future the initial contact for reports from recorders, articles etc should be Graeme in his role as 

OFC Secretary - ofcsecretary20@gmail.com. These will be acknowledged and passed on to Helen 

who will take the lead in direct communication with the author of each submission or idea regarding 

all the usual editorial issues following team discussions if that is deemed necessary. Alex will be 

responsible for setting out the bulletin for publication.   

At the end of the year early submission of 2023 records to the relevant recorders would be very 

much appreciated so that reports from the recorders to the editorial team can be quickly dispatched. 

Ideas for articles are welcomed at any time, again, the sooner the better.  

Recorders:  

There have been some changes to the list published in the 2023 Bulletin as follows:- 

Birds - Steve Dudley: orkneybirdrecorder@gmail.com 

Butterflies and Moths - Helen Aiton: helendavidaiton@hotmail.co.uk 

Molluscs (marine-shells) - Yvonne Simpson: orkneyshells@gmail.com 

Outstanding vacancies:-  

Algae (freshwater); Crustacea (marine); Echinodermata (sea urchins, starfish etc.): Fungi; Isopods 

(woodlice and relatives); Molluscs - terrestrial (slugs and snails); Slime moulds; True flies (diptera) 

except hoverflies. 

The complete list can be found on the Records tab of the Club’s website: 

https://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/FIELDCLUB/index.asp?pageid=592113 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday 24th September : “Urban Ramble: Signs of Autumn” 

Join us for our final seasonal walk to explore biodiversity in urban Kirkwall.  

We'll take a route of up to 4 miles looking at trees, plants, lichen, bird and insect life. There'll be 

lots of standing around, so dress warmly and bring binoculars and a hand lens/magnifying glass. 

There's no designated lunch stop but do bring a drink and snack if required. All welcome to join us 

for as little or as much of the walk as you like. 

Meeting at 10:00am at the Peedie Sea end of Powerbowl/Old Bus Station car park.  

Contact leader Anne hewin7@btinternet.com for any further details. 

 

Friday 27th October: AGM followed by “The Art of Nature Photography” by Raymond Besant. 
 

The AGM will be from 7.00 p.m. followed at 7.30 by the talk.  

 

This and all future talks will take place in the main hall of the St Magnus Centre in Kirkwall 

starting at 7.30 p.m. unless otherwise stated. Refreshments will be available afterwards, with a 

chance to mingle and chat. 

 
After lengthy discussions between the OFC Zooming team regarding hybrid talks, particularly 

about how to improve the Zoom experience for members without adding further stress to those 

volunteering on the night, we have taken the decision to no longer stream live, but to record the talk 

and then distribute a link to it the following day. 

 

We appreciate that this means that Zoom questions can't be asked directly, but we have found that 

most speakers are happy to respond to follow-up questions. 

 

Any talks which are purely on Zoom will not be affected in this way, just the hybrid ones. 

 

This procedure will be reviewed after a few talks, so we would appreciate feedback from the 

recipients of the Zoom link. 

 

Friday 24th November: “Orkney Skate Trust - evidenced based data through citizen science”  by 

Dan Wise. 

 

Winter/spring2024: Details of the annual New Year’s Ramble”  as will those of “Future Talks” 

(which are close to finalisation) will be in the next newsletter due out before Christmas. 

 

EVENTS BY OTHER ORGANISATIONS 

 

Bats: The Common Pipistrelle is one of the species of research interest to the Orkney contribution 

to the “Species on the Edge” project. Anyone wanting to become involved can contact Tim Dean 

(the bat recorder) via his email which can be found on the OFC website under “Club Activities”. 

 

Guide in a Hide: These regular events (in conjunction with the RSPB) will continue throughout the 

rest of 2023 and 2024. They take place on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month from 10.00 - 

13.00. In October the hide will be The Loons. Thereafter it will alternate between the Barnhouse 

Hide and the Loch of Ayre Hide, the details of which will be announced on the RSPB website and 

on Radio Orkney. Leader Mike Gee. 
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WILDLIFE PUZZLE:   
 

In this puzzle all the clues are in a form typical of a cryptic crossword though without the grid. As 

all the answers are examples of a common theme only the cryptic part of a normal clue is given, the 

definition part being omitted. The theme can be found as the answer to the first clue which is 

normal. The number of letters in each answer is given in brackets after each clue. Answers will be 

found at the end of the newsletter. 

 

1) Spooner’s “flutterby” is ephemeral (9) 

2) Prickly and sad (5,4) 

3) Fire’s biblical accompaniment (9) 

4) Commissionaire (10) 

5) Bird dog (11) 

6) Petite Policeman (5,6) 

7) Grey-haired captain (8,7) 

8) Golden veiled (7,6) 

9) Punctuation mark (5) 

10) Something of a dandy (7) 

11) Dappled grove (8,4) 

12) Big and colourless (5,5) 

13) Revolutionary sailor (3,7) 

14) Barricade (4) 

15) Fruit extremity (6,3) 

 

Answers:- 1) ylfrettub; 2 eulb ylloh; 3) enotsmirb 4) repeeketag; 5) liatwollaws; 6) reppoc llams; 7) 

reppiks delzzirg; 8) wolley deduolc; 9) ammoc; 10) kcocaep; 11) doow delkceps; 12) etihw egral; 

13)  larimda der; 14 llaw; 15) pit egnaro. 


