
Winter and Spring 2006   Newsletter 
Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year to all our MembersMerry Christmas & A Happy New Year to all our MembersMerry Christmas & A Happy New Year to all our MembersMerry Christmas & A Happy New Year to all our Members    

 
Planning the programme for next summer’s events one visualises the locations under consideration 
bathed in summer sunshine with a profusion of plants at one’s feet, birds and insects all in their best 
attire filling the air - hopeless optimism or a therapeutic dream in the dreich weather of late 
November?!  But those members who persevered with the Berriedale Picnic experienced just such a 
piece of this magic that Orkney can very occasionally produce.  We were about to surrender to the 
elements and cancel the event after two postponements when the forecast finally hinted at a window 
of opportunity for 15th October and the Rackwick micro-climate did the rest. The crossing to Lyness 
was choppy in a stiff, cool SE’ly breeze, but stepping out of our cars at the Rackwick road bridge 
the air was calm and crisp and the last vestiges of cloud clearing away.  By midday the temperature 
was the warmest most of us had experienced all summer. Coats and sweaters cast aside and sleeves 
rolled up we revelled in the warmth, the clear air, the remaining hint of autumn colours and the 
enchantment of Berriedale.  
 
OFC Spring Programme 
Club nights are held in Kirkwall Community Centre at 7.30pm (refreshments provided). For 
outdoor events please phone the contact a week or so beforehand and on the day bring weather-
proof clothing and footwear. Last minute changes to the programme will be announced on Radio 
Orkney. 
              
January 2006 
1st, 2nd or 3rd OFC New Year Ramble. A stroll in the Orkney countryside looking at winter 
wildlife.  Venue and date dependent on the weather forecast for the period. Contact: Dick Matson 
on 751426. 
 
February 
Sun 5th Winter Bird Race. Joint event with the RSPB local members’ group. Teams of four (we 
will balance levels of expertise) will cruise the Orkney countryside between 9am and 4pm counting 
bird species.  Meeting afterwards at a local pub to compare notes.  Bar meals available.  To book a 
place please contact Dick Matson on 751426 or the RSPB office on 850176. 
Fri 17th Club Night.  Where to Find Wildflowers in Orkney. In an illustrated talk Elaine Bullard 
describes some of the botanically rich habitats occurring in the County. 
Sat 25th OFC Treasure Hunt. Teams will be given clues to find their way (by car) around the 
Orkney countryside, collecting items, noting features and solving puzzles, mostly with wildlife 
associations. Ending up at a pub for lunch. Time 9.45am to 2pm. Rendezvous tbd.  Please book 
with Elaine Bullard on 872792 by 3rd Feb. 
 

 
 
 
 



March 
Thurs 16th OFC Annual General Meeting and Social. Essential AGM business followed by a 
social get-together with some nibbles and a glass of wine. Please come and take the opportunity to 
have your say on the activities and running of the Club. 
Fri 24th Club Night. Marine Life of the Orkney Shore. Marine life expert, Alastair Skene, tells us 
about the plant life and vertebrate and invertebrate life to be found on Orkney’s shores - with 
illustrations and specimens. Why not bring your own specimens as well for identification?   
 
April  
Fri 21st Club Night. Falklands Wildlife. In an illustrated talk Eric Meek describes some of the 
abundant and spectacular wildlife of the Falkland Islands. 
 
A Brief Look Ahead to Summer 2006     (details in March Newsletter & OCEAN calendar) 
 
Sat/Sun Apr 22nd/23rd Bag the Bruck. Again OFC will field a team for the annual county-wide 
beach clean-up organised by ECO.   
Sat Apr 29th A Visit to Shapinsay. Families’ event with the RSPB local members’ group to 
Balfour woods and the RSPB Mill Dam reserve. 
Sun May 7th Juniors’ Bird Race. Joint event with the RSPB.  Experienced bird-watchers will be 
on hand at RSPB hides and other bird “hot-spots” to show youngsters the birds on view.           
Sun May 14th Durkadale Picnic. Joint event with the RSPB. Children accompanied by parents will 
be welcome to come and help with tree-planting. 
Sun May 21st Field Meeting. A walk from Yesnaby to Stromness. A bit early for plants but plenty 
of sea-birds; perhaps some cetaceans.    
Sun June 4th Field Meeting. A walk to Faraclett Head on Rousay.  Plants of maritime heath, sea-
birds and perhaps raptors. 
Sun June 11th Field Meeting. Families’ wildflower day.  Venue tbd. 
Sun June 18th Field Meeting. Stronsay – from the Vat of Kirbuster to Burgh Head. Plants and sea-
birds. 
Sun June 25th Field Meeting. A walk from Yesnaby to Voy.  Plants, birds, insects and even 
amphibians.   
Sun July 2nd Field Meeting.  Dragonflies, butterflies and bumblebees, North Hoy. 
Sun July 16th Field Meeting.  Syradale.  Plants, birds and insects. 
Sun July 30th Families’ Moth Day.  Binscarth. 
Sun Aug 6th Field Meeting. Upland Hoy.  For the physically fit! Route tbd.  
Sun Aug 13th or Sun 20th Field Meeting.  Geological. Venue tbd. 
Sun Sep 10th Field Meeting.  Orkney shore life on a spring tide with Alastair Skene. 
Fri Sep 15th Club Night.  Subject and speaker tbd 
Sun Sep 24th Field Meeting.  Joint event with the RSPB. Shapinsay – Balfour woods for fungi and 
migrant birds and the RSPB Mill Dam reserve for wildfowl. 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scottish Ornithologists’ Club Spring Programme 
Thurs Feb 9th Birds and Birding in South Africa – Bozeman Kalejta-Summers. 
Thurs Mar 9 th Birds in Art – Prof Michael Thomas 
 
Wildlife Videos 
Very likely many members will still be frantically searching the shops and catalogues for Xmas 
gifts.  So here’s a reminder that the Club still has for sale a few of the videos and DVD’s made by 
Roy Harris entitled “A Portrait of Orkney’s Wildflowers” and 
“An Orkney Portrait of Grey Seals”.  The former has superb 
footage of flowers /of coastal heath and species-rich grassland /  
and the latter of grey seals throughout their life cycle with some 
stunning sea- and landscape shots of Hoy.  The videos and 
DVD’s are priced at £15 with £5 of that going to Club funds.  
Enquiries to Dick Matson on 751426. 
                        
Charities Bazaar - 5th November 2005 
Once again OFC had a stall at the bazaar but this time located in the foyer of the Community 
Centre, undoubtedly affording us greater public exposure than in our usual position in the Cavern.  
Club members were particularly generous with items donated for our raffle prize, the superb luxury 
hamper. Again we ran a “Guess the Bear’s Birthday” competition with a teddy bear generously 
presented by Effy Everiss. Plants were kindly donated for sale by our faithful green-fingered 
members and some mouth-watering home-bakes were also given. The result was a record sum 
raised for Club funds of £220. Many thanks to all concerned. The hamper was won by Mr Peter 
Scott of Kirkwall and the bear by Leslie Padford of Evie.   
 

  
Newsletter 
Anyone willing to receive their Newsletter in future 
by e-mail (four A4 single-sided sheets), will you 
please send your e-mail address to 
dennis.paice@btopenworld.com 

 
 
 
 

 
OFC 2006 Bulletin 
After the season of good cheer comes the closing date for scripts for the 2006 Bulletin! 
So, I’m expecting the usual mix of records and learned articles. May I remind all the Recorders, that 
their tabulated data is an invaluable source for current and future researchers’ into the ecology of 
these Islands. 
We welcome all articles, long or short, that reflect the diverse interests of our members. 
To keep the momentum going, we already have a cover illustration but would welcome other 
photographs, or drawings that could illustrate articles, or as fillers. 
Please submit articles to me, David Peppitt at Swartland House, Twatt, KW17 2JQ,  
or e-mail direct to blackie@swartland.demon.co.uk 
As the majority of the compilation of the Bulletin is carried out on a PC, please submit files as 
Microsoft Word or Excel files. As a last resort please email files as .txt or .html format.   
All originals are archived for future reference. 
Cut-off date for submissions will be will be 28th February 2006 



 
Some plant finds of summer 2005 
The Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI) had one of their field meetings in Orkney in 
July,  and this resulted in some good plant finds. 
 Two stars were the heath dog-violet Viola canina and the bog orchid 
Hammarbya paludosa.  
This was the first definite Orkney record for the violet, and the first Orkney 
Mainland record for the orchid. It's possible that more may be found in the 
right habitat.  The violet grows in short, species-rich coastal heath, and may 
easily be mistaken for the common dog-violet.  The orchid, which is very small and unspectacular, 
grows in soggy peat with sphagnum where there is a little water movement.  
  
Hawkweeds Hieracium species, are notoriously difficult to identify, but Orkney has several unusual 
species (including its very own H orcadense), and one of the rarest, but easiest to recognise, is sea 
hawkweed H maritimum.  Therefore it's very good to report that this has been re-found and 
positively identified for the first time since 1929, on cliffs in South Walls.  This is the only known 
site in the county, and there were fears that it had been lost through sheep grazing, so it is 
heartening to know that there appears to be still plenty of it in some fairly inaccessible places. 
.          
 
Membership                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
All membership subscriptions are due on the 1st January 2006. Adult £10, 
Family £15, OAP/Unwaged £6, Student £3,  
Could you complete the enclosed form with appropriate fee and forward to: 
D. Paice, OFC membership secretary, Ardleigh, Dounby, Orkney, KW17 2JA. 

 
To help us further you could Giftaid it, by filling in a Gift Aid form also. 
If you pay your subscriptions by standing order and would like to Gift Aid it, just fill in the Gift Aid 
form and return it to the membership secretary.   
You can get a membership and Gift Aid form, from the Field Club box in the library or our web site  
www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/FIELDCLUB/ 
 
 
Botany - Plant records.  
To date only two members have submitted records for 2005***. Please can you let me have all 
records to be entered as soon as possible?. Also, try to make a note of late flowers seen on or up to 
31st December and early flowers, (always Poa annua!) seen on 1st January 2006! What about 
early/late lists? Some garden weeds do over winter in flower.  
Elaine, e-mail erbork@v111c.fsnet.co.uk. Plant queries welcome. 
 
 
                     

 
                                       
                                            

                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                    

                                                                                                


