
 
Spring and Summer 2006 

Newsletter 
 
The 2006 programme of outdoor events got off to a great start with the New Year Wildlife Ramble 
along the coastal path from Marwick Bay to Birsay on the last day of fine weather we experienced 
over the Christmas and New Year period. The soft light of the Orkney winter sunshine, unlimited 
visibility, curling breakers and blowing spray gave us some memorable seascapes. The wildlife was 
there too.  Among the throngs of gulls in Birsay Bay were glaucous and Iceland gulls and on the 
Links we saw a brief flurry of snow buntings. Let’s hope the summer weather is half as generous. 
You will see that most of our outdoor meetings this summer are being held on Sundays rather than 
Saturdays. This is by popular request. Many members, including those with children, are pre-
occupied with other activities on Saturdays. We apologise to those who find this inconvenient, 
particularly church-goers. 
 

OFC Programme      
For trips involving ferries or shared transport please book with the contact 2 weeks in advance; for 
other meetings phone the contact a few days beforehand. Last minute changes will be notified on 
Radio Orkney. We suggest you bring binoculars, notebook, magnifying glass, packed lunch and 
clothing to keep out the worst of Orkney’s weather, also midge repellent from late June onwards.  
Please remember that youngsters under 16 must be accompanied by a parent, relative or close 
family friend.  
 

April  
Fri 21st Club Night. Falklands Wildlife. In an illustrated talk Eric Meek, RSPB Orkney Officer, 
describes some of the abundant and spectacular wildlife of the Falkland Islands. Kirkwall 
Community Centre at 7.30pm.  Refreshments provided.  
Sat/Sun 22nd/23rd Bag the Bruck. Joint event with the RSPB helping with the Orkney-wide beach 
clean-up organized by ECO. As usual we will focus on Marwick Bay and Waulkmill Bay.  Come 
any time between 10am and 4pm. Gloves and bags provided. Contacts: Dick Matson 751426 or 
RSPB 850176.  (Sun 23rd is the reserve day in case of bad weather on 22nd.) 
Sat 29th Spring Birds of Shapinsay. Joint families event with the RSPB. A look at woodland birds 
in Balfour Castle woods and water birds at the superb RSPB Mill Dam Reserve. Ferry deps 
Kirkwall 9.45am and Shapinsay at 3.15pm on return.  Contact: Aileen Hall 850176 or Dick Matson 
751426. 
 

May 
Sun 7th Juniors Bird Race. Joint families event with the RSPB. For school-age youngsters and 
their parents.  Between 10.30am and 4pm teams will visit RSPB hides and other bird “hot-spots” 
where experienced birdwatchers will be on hand to describe the birds and help them count the 
different species.  Then a get-together at a local hotel to compare notes. Contact: Aileen Hall 
850176, Alison Skene 850406 or Dick Matson 751426. 



Sun 14th Durkadale Picnic … Adopt a Tree!  Joint families event with the RSPB. Maintenance 
work at the RSPB native tree plantation. Youngsters can come and help with tree-planting and have 
their trees tagged with their names. A chance to see some interesting resident and migrant birds. 
Time: 10am to 3.30pm.  Essential to contact Aileen Hall 850176 or Dick Matson 751426 for details. 
Sun 21st  From Yesnaby to Stromness.  A walk along the coastal path looking at seabirds, 
cetaceans and spring wildflowers. Meet at Yesnaby car-park at 10am. Some cars will be left at the 
Stromness end to ferry folk back to Yesnaby.  Contact: Jenny Taylor 851322. 
 

June   
Sat 3rd To Faraclett Head, Rousay. A walk to this spectacular part of Rousay looking at plants of 
maritime heath, seabirds and perhaps raptors. Ferry leaves Tingwall at 8.40am and Rousay on 
return at 3.20pm. Contact: Dick Matson 751426. 
Sun 11th Families Wildflower Day. Joint event with the RSPB. Exploring a wildflower-rich glen 
(Linna Dale in Orphir) and learning about plants of the early summer. Should also see owls and 
harriers! Time: 10.30am to 3.30pm. Contact: Aileen Hall 850176 or Dick Matson 751426. 
Sun 18th A Visit to Stronsay. Walking from the Vat of Kirbuster to Burgh Head recording plants, 
birds and insects with expert guidance. Ferry departs Kirkwall at 9am and Stronsay on return at 
6pm. Contact: John Crossley 831507. 
Sun 25th  From Yesnaby to Voy. Expecting to see some interesting plants, insects, birds and even 
amphibians in a variety of habitats. Moderate to difficult walking. Meet Yesnaby car-park at 10am.  
Contact: Dick Matson 751426. NB. Alternative plan: If the ground in the Voy area is too wet we 
will go by ferry from Stromness to Graemsay instead. 
 

July 
Sun 2nd The Dragonflies, Bumblebees, Butterflies and 
Moths of North Hoy. Early July is the optimum time for 
seeing many insects in Orkney and Hoy the best place to see 
them. Ferry leaves Stromness at 9.30am and Moaness at 
6.30pm on return.  Contact:  John Crossley 831507.                
Sun 16th  Exploring Syra Dale. A trip to another lovely 
wild area of Orkney in search of plants, insects and raptors. We will avoid raptor nest sites but 
should still see them hunting. Meet at the lay-by at the junction of the Kirkwall-Stromness road and 
the Dounby road at OS Grid HY338137 at 10am. Contact: Dick Matson 751426. 
Sun 30th  Families Moth Day. Joint event with the RSPB. On Saturday night moth-traps will be set 
in Binscarth Woods and other “mothy” places; in the morning we will examine the contents with 
expert tuition. Time: 10.30am to 1pm. Contact: Sydney Gauld 872468 or Aileen Ross 850176. 
 
August 
Sun 6th Upland Hoy. Going off the beaten track on the higher ground of North Hoy.  
Physically demanding and difficult walking, so only for the fit. Should be rewarding in terms of 
unusual wildlife and superb scenery. Ferry leaves Stromness at 9.30am and Moaness at 6.30pm on 
return.  Contact: Ray Hallam 879490.  
Sun 20th The Geology of the Stromness Shore. Dr John Brown, a professional geologist, will lead 
a field trip along the Stromness shore. Meet at the Ness Gun Emplacement at 12 mid-day (because 
of tides).  Contact: Dick Matson 751426. 
 

September 
Sun 10th  The Living Shore. Joint family’s event with the RSPB. Marine life expert, Alastair 
Skene, reveals the secrets of the Orkney shore uncovered on a spring tide.  Time: 4pm to 6.30pm 
(because of tides). Venue to be decided. Contact: Aileen Ross 850176 or Dick Matson 751426.  
Rocks may be slippery so bring suitable footwear. Also bring containers, eg large ice-cream cartons 
for specimens.  Children’s fishing nets also useful.   



Fri 15th  Club Night.  Details in the Autumn Newsletter. 
Sun 24th Autumn Birds of Shapinsay. Joint event with the RSPB. This could be a great time for 
migrant warblers, flycatchers, etc, so we will search the woodland of Balfour castle and then go on 
to visit the hide at the Mill Dam Reserve. Ferry leaves Kirkwall at 9.45am and Shapinsay at 
5.30pm. Contact: Aileen Hall 850176 or Dick Matson 751426.  
 
 
RSPB Local Members Group Programme 
Tue 11th April  Spring Meeting.  Different speakers will cover a variety of topics including bird 
ringing, the Orkney RSPB reserves, different bird species, etc. Kirkwall Community Centre at 
7,30pm. All welcome. 
Sat/Sun 22nd/23rd April  Bag the Bruck.  See OFC programme. 
Sun 30th April   Harrier Sky Dancing.  Watching the amazing courtship displays of hen harriers 
and other raptors.  For details/booking contact Jim Williams 761317. 
Sun 7th May  Junior Bird Race.  See OFC programme. 
Sun 14th May   Durkadale Picnic. See OFC programme. 
Sat/Sun 27th/28th May Auskerry. For terns, other seabirds and, perhaps, unusual migrants. RSPB 
local members should book with Jim Williams on 761317 before 30th April; non-members book 
after that date. Sat 28th May is the reserve day in case of bad weather. 
Sat/Sun 3rd/4th June Copinsay.  A fabulous island with vast colonies of cliff-nesting birds, puffins, 
terns, etc. RSPB local members should book with Pauline Wilson on 741382 before 30th April; non-
members book after that date.  Reserve day 4th May.                  
Sat 17th June Cliff-nesting Birds. A boat trip looking at the 
cliffs of West Mainland; subject to good weather and finding a 
good boatman.  Contact Dick Matson on 751426.  
Sun 2nd July West Westray Walk. A 5 mile walk up the west 
coast of Westray from Kirbist to Noup Head. Brilliant for 
seabirds. Contact Pauline Wilson on 741382. 
July/August  Eynhallow. Joint event with the Orkney Heritage 
Society. Local press and Radio Orkney ill give details nearer the time.  Tickets from Visit Orkney.  
Sat 29th July  Storm Petrel Ringing. Approximate time of commencement will be midnight. 
Venue and exact timing to be advised. Contact Jim Williams on 761317. 
Sat 12th August County Show. There will be an RSPB stand as usual.  Members requested to give 
up an hour of their time to man the stall between 10am and 4pm. Names, please, to Pauline Wilson 
on 741382  or Morag Wilson on 850176.  
Sun 17th September  Sanday for Autumn Migrants. Our annual expedition to one of the north 
isles in search of small migrants. Contact Ray Hallam on 879490. 
 
 
Future OFC Projects 
As you know the OFC native tree plantation in Durkadale was created to preserve a stock of 
Orkney’s native trees in case of fire damage to the native woodland on North Hoy. When the 
ground had been prepared and planting had got under way at Durkadale back in 1984 there must 
have been a real sense of purpose, achievement and team spirit among Club members and 
deservedly so, for the success of the project is there for all to see. Now our work at the OFC site at 
Durkadale is almost complete and we are directing our efforts at routine maintenance and replanting 
at the far larger plantation on the RSPB site.  Perhaps the time is right for the Club to seek a fresh 
challenge and launch a new project aimed at conserving or benefiting Orkney’s wildlife which 
would in the same way as “Durkadale” recapture a sense of purpose, enthusiasm and corporate 
well-being. So how about it? What we need initially are some imaginative ideas from members, so 
please let us know what you would like to see the Club doing for the County’s wildlife and pass 
these ideas on to any committee member.                                                                                                                        
 



Is the Common Hawker Dragonfly Breeding on Mainland Orkney? 
In fine weather in mid- to late summer this handsome insect can commonly be seen defending 
territory, hawking for insects or engaging in breeding activity in the glens of North Hoy. In general 
terms the male has bright, metallic blue spots on the abdominal 
segments and in the female these are green. The length is up to 3 ins 
and the wingspan almost 4 ins. The Hoy population appears to be 
healthy and stable.         
What is puzzling is the insect’s status on Mainland where although 
there are many suitable pools breeding is at best sporadic.  We know 
that it has bred in the past at a man-made pool at Button in Orphir but 
sightings there in the last few years have been irregular. Single insects 
have been seen very occasionally in various parts of Mainland but not 
frequently enough to indicate breeding; these might just be insects from Hoy speculating for new 
breeding areas.  What we need from members and the public at large are sighting reports or any 
information on past or present breeding.  Please pass any sighting reports to Keith Fairclough, the 
Dragonfly Recorder, on 850176, or Chris Booth on 872883 or Dick Matson on 751426. One of us 
will immediately follow these up and search the likely pools in the area of the sighting.   
 
Old Field Club Bulletins …..Recommended Reading 
A few years ago Effy Everiss completely overhauled the Club’s collection of Bulletins, obtaining 
copies of those that were missing and re-copying those that had deteriorated.   This collection 
spanning from 1962 to the present day now forms a valuable Club resource.  The accounts of Club 
activities, wildlife observations, records, etc., make fascinating and informative reading.  The 
collection is housed in the Orkney Room of Kirkwall Library and well worth a browse.  
 

New Committee 
The OFC AGM took place on 9th March (just squeezed in between two bouts of awful weather!).  
The following were elected as Club Officers:  John Crossley (Chairman), Sally Hallam (Vice-
chairman), Dennis Paice (Treasurer and Membership Secretary) and Dick Matson (Secretary) 
 
Newsletter        
Anyone willing to receive their Newsletter in future by e-mail (four or six A4 single-sided sheets) 
will you please send your e-mail address to dennis.paice@btopenworl.com     
 

Membership   
Just to remind anyone who has not yet renewed their membership, they will not 
receive any more publications after this one. 
Family £15, Adult £10, OAP/Unwaged £6 and Student £3.  
 

OFC’s Official Address 
The address of the Club which should be used for all official correspondence, unless you wish to 
communicate with a particular Officer of the Club, is: c/o County Library and Archive, 44 Junction 
Road, Kirkwall, KW15 1AT   
 
The Club’s website gives information on the aims and activities of the Club as well as the 
programme of events, minutes of Committee meetings, etc. The address is: 
www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/FIELDCLUB      
 
 



 
Some Recent Records 
As usual the winter months proved fairly quiet as regards wildlife 
observations.  The October invasions of waxwings and bullfinches were 
insignificant compared with 2004 and most of those that did arrive moved on 
quickly. However one lady who put out a generous supply of apples on sticks 
in her garden in Kirkwall had 39 waxwings in early December and a handful 

of bullfinches remained in the Finstown area until early 
February.   
The drake smew which was discovered on the Loch of 
Skaill on November 11th was joined by a redhead on 
10th February and the pair are still present at the time of writing.  Surprisingly 
this species of saw-bill will spend a significant amount of time sheltering in 
reeds or other bank-side vegetation and this no doubt accounts for the 
difficulty some people have had locating them. 
A more unusual visitor in early December was a little egret which took up 
residence on the Loch of Banks after spending a short time on Hundland. The 
species is now firmly established as a breeding bird in the far south of UK 

but seldom ventures this far north.  The bird left the Loch of Banks in early February and was seen 
briefly on Westray and again over Hundland before disappearing at the end of the month. 
Unusual raptors were scarce but fine views were obtained of the rough-legged buzzard which turned 
up in the area of the Lyde Road on 28th January.  As usual with large migrant raptors the bird’s 
presence was betrayed by the flock of corvids unmercifully mobbing it.  The buzzard was last seen 
in mid-February.  A female goshawk first seen on the Holm of Grimbister on 31st January was 
spotted again near Stoneyhill on Harray ten days later. 
A bean goose of the rare “tundra” race was located in Tankerness on 6th February while the same 
observer found a small race Canada goose on 4th March near Finstown feeding with a greylag flock. 
Still fresh in the memory is the freeze-up at the beginning of March the worst for some years.  This 
had the effect of cutting off the food supply for many birds, and species such as oystercatchers, 
lapwings, gulls and skylarks were reduced to trying to find food on roadside verges where salt from 
gritters had melted the snow.  Pathetically many became casualties to speeding drivers.  But the 
situation gave rise to an intriguing and revelatory observation.  On 7th  March Stuart Williams on his 
morning milk round counted no less than 31 jack snipe at the sides of the road between Tankerness 
and the 4th barrier!   
Inevitably cetacean and fish records are 
often of dead specimens.  A dead 
Minke Whale was found entangled in 
creel ropes on Flotta on 11th December, 
while an immature female Cuvier’s 
beaked whale was found near the 
Holms of Ire, Sanday, on 11th December.  This is only the fourth Orkney record of this deep-water 
species and the skeleton is now in the National Museum of Scotland.   
A common skate washed ashore at the north end of North Ronaldsay on 1st January measured 1.8m 
long and 1.38m wide.  Once abundant in Orkney waters the species has become much scarcer in 
recent decades. 
A juvenile loggerhead turtle was found dead on the shore in 
Orphir Bay on 14th January.  This Caribbean species was 
well north of its normal range, not usually being found 
where the sea temperature is less than 20deg C.    
There was a small “wreck” of deal fish at the end of 
January, two being found on Sanday – the larger 1.6m 
long; a third, much smaller, specimen was washed up at the 
Bu, Burray. 



 
Use Cryptic or Straight Clues - Answers are same 

 
         
 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
                                                   

 
CRYPTIC CLUES 

 Across                                                                     Down 
7    Crosses French street unsteadily without Bob to find supplies. (9)         1  Start begging to take horse out. (5) 
8    Vessel's front half holds in other vessels. (5                                            2  Car seen on the beach? (6) 
10  Talk about agile duo. (8)                                                                          3  Greg wild about having got round. (8) 
11  Get love before a bint is excited. (6)                                                        4  Banks went quickly back round to wind up. (7) 
12  On the other hand, a student said. (4                                                        5  They are written when notable achievements carry misplaced regret. (8) 
13  Dawn's twenty four hour holiday? (8)                                                     6  Suggested it was justified to take five. (9) 
15  Sure to hear whispered comment after endless echo. (7)                         9  Twenty five pound beast. (4) 
17  Irons out recruits. (7)                                                                             14  Having faith to sue oil rig after accident. (9) 
20  Argue that greed is a disposition. (8)                                                     16  Beginning to have a leading role, when Romeo becomes Tory leader. (8) 
22  Stable company. (4)                                                                               18  Chews mirrors? (8) 
25  Nun removes miscellaneous charges from various cash registers. (6)  19  Hate to lose a model. (7) 
26  Draws from cask etc he's holding. (8)                                                   21  Not often seen in the suprarenal gland. (4) 
27  Goes and starts. (5)                                                                                23   Up-to-date about money. (6) 
28  Lucky to have strength to carry fish. (9)                                                24  Gets fired up for the preliminary rounds. (5) 
 

 
 

STRAIGHT CLUES 
 
Across                                                                       Down 
7    Assets. (9)                                                                                                 1  Commence. (5) 
8    Blood vessels (5)                                                                                      2  Curler (6) 
10  Conversation  (8)                                                                                      3  Squirmed (8) 
11  Acquire (6)                                                                                               4  Relies (7) 
12  Unwritten (4)                                                                                            5  Attributes (8) 
13  Dawn (8)                                                                                                  6  Signified (9) 
15  Beach (7)                                                                                                 9  Small horse (4) 
17  Irons (7)                                                                                                 14  Scriptural (9) 
20  Contradict (8)                                                                                        16  Instigate (8) 
22  Company (4)                                                                                          18  Mirrors (8) 
25  Relative (6)                                                                                            19  Adaptation (7) 
26  Draws (8)                                                                                               21  Uncommon (4) 
27  Spins (5)                                                                                                 23  New (6) 
28  Lucky (9)                                                                                               24  Warms (5)                           
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