
 
Winter   and   Spring   2007    Newsletter 

 

The marvellous weather of summer 2006 lingered on well into September and gave us a great start to 

the autumn programme - the day of our visit to Shapinsay on 23
rd

 Sept being particularly memorable. 

On arrival in warm sunshine we found a hebe near the ferry terminal alive with red admirals and one or 

two painted ladies; later in Balfour Woods we were surprised and delighted to see a humming-bird 

hawk moth on a fuchsia bush.   

By October it was almost back to the wild, wet conditions of a traditional Orkney autumn, but after one 

postponement the day of the Berriedale Picnic turned out to be a cracker and we enjoyed the woodland 

in all its glory. 

Here’s what we have on offer for the New Year. 

 

Pre-AGM Reports 

The 2007 Annual General Meeting will be held in Kirkwall Community Centre at 7.30pm on Thurs 

15
th
 March.  The reason for holding it so long after New Year is to avoid the snow and ice, although we 

were almost caught out last March when the AGM fell between two bouts of particularly severe 

weather. Fingers crossed for 2007!  

For those of you who are unfamiliar with the current procedure, the Committee now publishes its 

annual reports except the Treasurer’s report with the Winter and Spring Newsletter so that the AGM 

can be more of a social event.  The reports are attached. 

 

OFC Spring Programme 
Club nights are held in Kirkwall Community Centre at 7.30pm (refreshments provided). Charges are: 

£1 for members and £2 for non-members towards the cost of room and equipment hire. For outdoor 

events please phone the contact a week or so beforehand and on the day bring weather-proof clothing 

and footwear. Last minute changes to the programme will be notified on Radio Orkney where possible.    

 

January  

1
st
, 2

nd
 or 3

rd
. OFC New Year Ramble. Burn off some of the Christmas calories and join a walk 

through the Orkney countryside looking at winter wildlife. We will decide the venue and date when we 

have seen the weather forecast for the period. Contact Dick Matson on 751426.  

 

February 

Sun 11
th
. Winter Bird Race. Joint event with the RSPB Local Members Group. Teams of four (we 

will balance the levels of expertise) will tour the countryside listing the species seen. Meeting 

afterwards at a local pub to compare notes. Bar meals will be available.  To book places and meals 

please contact Dick Matson on 751426 or the RSPB Office on 850176. 

Fri 16
th
. Club Night. Update on Orkney’s Marine Biodiversity.  In a talk illustrated with colour 

slides Prof Jon Side, Director of the International Centre for Island Technology, Stromness, describes 

the current state of Orkney’s rich and varied marine biodiversity in terms of species and habitats.  



Sat 24
th
. OFC Treasure Hunt. Teams will be given clues to navigate their way around the Orkney 

countryside between 10am and 1.30pm, collecting items, noting features and solving puzzles, mostly 

with wildlife associations; ending up at a pub for lunch. Open to non-members (cost £2) but car-drivers 

must be members (free). Meet at Scapa Beach Visitor Centre at 9.45am. To book contact Elaine 

Bullard on 872792 by 17
th
 Feb. 

 
March 

Thurs 8
th
. Changes to Scotland’s Birdlife: a New Avifauna. Joint meeting with the SOC and RSPB.  

A comprehensive account of every bird species recorded in Scotland will be published in Oct 2007 by 

the SOC. This is the second update following the original account in 1953 which was updated in 1986. 

One of the editors, David Jardine will describe the book, the background to it and some of the birds. 

See item below entitled “BS 3”.    

Thurs 15
th
. OFC Annual General Meeting and Social.  We will keep the official business to the 

minimum before having some refreshments (including wine, soft drinks, tea and coffee).  It would be 

nice if folk could bring the odd item such as sandwiches, quiche, sausage rolls, cakes and biscuits. The 

AGM gives all members the opportunity of suggesting ways to improve the running of the Club and of 

putting forward ideas for new activities.  The AGM also sees the election of a new committee and we 

would warmly welcome new faces on the committee.  (Just complete the enclosed nomination form and 

forward it to the Secretary in time for the meeting).     

Fri 16
th
. Club Night. South Africa: Kruger to the Cape.  Eric Meek, RSPB Orkney Conservation 

Officer, gives an account with slides of a two week trip to South Africa; the first week spent on the 

high veldt and in the Kruger National Park and the second based further south visiting the West Coast 

National park, the Karoo and the coast around Cape Town.     

 
April 

Fri 20
th
. Club Night.  Journey to the End of the World.  In an illustrated talk Gail Churchill, SNH 

Area Officer Orkney, describes her journey through Chile from Santiago through Patagonia to Tierra 

del Fuego, viewing the landscape and wildlife.
  

Sat 28
th
. Water Birds of Shapinsay. Joint families event with the RSPB. A visit to the RSPB Mill 

Dam Reserve and, weather permitting, a walk to the Ouse. Ferry deps Kirkwall at 9.45am and 

Shapinsay on return at 3.15pm.  Contact: Dick Matson 751426. 

Late April/Eary May. Malcolm Thomson of ICIT who is doing PhD research on Orkney’s sea-trout 

populations will give a demonstration of how he captures live freshwater fish by electro-fishing (and 

releases them unharmed). Details tbn. 

 
RSPB Programme 

Wed Jan 31
st
. In the Footsteps of Darwin.  In an illustrated talk Eric Meek describes his visit to the 

fabulous Galapagos Islands. Kirkwall Community Centre 7.30pm. Non-members welcome. 

Sun Feb 11
th
.  Winter Bird Race. See OFC programme. 

Thurs Mar 8
th
. Changes to Scotland’s Birdlife: a New Avifauna.  See OFC programme and item 

below entitled “BS 3”. 

 
Scottish Ornithologists Club Programme 

Meetings held in Kirkwall Community Centre at 7.30pm. Non-members welcome. 

Thurs Feb 8
th
. Patterns of Vagrancy in Waders and Ducks.  By David Parkin. 

Thurs Mar 8
th
. Changes to Scotland’s Birdlife: a New Avifauna. See OFC programme and item 

below entitled “BS 3”. 
 



BS 3 

To date there have been two comprehensive accounts of the birds of Scotland, the first by Baxter & 

Rintoul in 1953 and the second by Valerie Thom in 1986 – referred to as BS 1 & 2 respectively.  With 

the passage of time, changes in agricultural and fisheries practices, the incursion of the human 

population into wild places, climate change, etc, there have been some dramatic changes in bird 

populations. As a result many think it is time for an update, so SOC have embarked on the production 

of BS 3. 

The book will come in a boxed set of two volumes as per the concise edition of Birds of the Western 

Palearctic.  It will contain detailed accounts of every bird recorded in Scotland written by a leading 

expert for each species. There are high-quality photographs of all but 30 species (for which there will 

be drawings).  The target publication date is October 2007.   

The cost of this mammoth undertaking is considerable and the SOC is sending out teams to visit bird 

groups all over Scotland to promote BS 3 and offer the opportunity for advance orders.  David Jardine, 

one of the editors, will be coming to talk to the Orkney birders on 8
th
 March 2007.  Non-members are 

welcome to attend. 
 

Prices of BS 3 will be as follows: 

                                     Full retail price                                                            £75 

                                     Pre-publication price to non-members                        £60 

                                     Pre-publication price to members                               £45  

If non-members do the maths, by joining SOC (membership for non-concessionary adults is £25 pa) 

and ordering a copy at the pre-publication price they can get their first year’s membership for just £10! 
 

Membership                                                                                                                                                                      
All membership subscriptions are due on the 1

st
 January 2007. Adult £10, Family £15, OAP/Unwaged 

£6, Student £3.  

Could you complete the enclosed form with appropriate fee and forward to:       

D. Paice, OFC membership secretary, Ardleigh, Dounby, Orkney, KW17 

2JA. 
 

 

To help us further you could Giftaid it, by filling in a Gift Aid form also. 

If you pay your subscriptions by standing order and would like to Gift Aid it, 

just fill in the Gift Aid form and return it to the membership secretary.   

You can get a membership and Gift Aid form, from the Field Club box in the library or our web site.  
 

OFC 2007 Bulletin   
After the festive season what better way could there be of kick-starting the grey matter than putting 

together a contribution to the 2007 Bulletin! 

Contributions can include records, reports, articles and general information relating to wildlife.  

Recorders will be aware that their data is an invaluable source for current and future researchers into 

the ecology of these islands and to those monitoring the well-being of the wildlife. 

We welcome contributions, long or short, that reflect the diverse interests of our members. We would 

also be grateful for photographs or drawings which could be used to illustrate articles or as fillers.  

Please submit contributions to David Peppitt at Swartland House, Twatt, KW17 2JQ or e-mail direct to 

blackie@swartland.demon.co.uk As the majority of the Bulletin is compiled on a PC, please submit 

files as Microsoft Word or Excel files. As a last resort please submit files as .text or .html format. All 

originals are archived for reference. 

Cut-off date for submissions will be 28
th
 February 2007. 



Charities Bazaar 

Grateful thanks go to David Peppitt, Ray Hallam and all the other members who helped at the OFC 

stall and/or so generously gave items for sale or for inclusion in the hamper. Again the hamper was the 

star attraction and helped bring in the grand sum of £160 for Club funds. The lucky winner of the 

hamper raffle was Jenny Taylor and Malcolm Russell took the second prize.  

 
Wildlife Videos 

We still have for sale some of Roy Harris’s excellent videos and DVDs of Orkney grey seals and 

wildflowers. Roy is no longer producing the videos and has therefore reduced the price to just £5 while 

the DVDs remain at £15. What a great idea for a Christmas present. - Just contact Dick Matson on 

751426.  (33% goes to Club funds). 

 
Lost and Found 

Many of you will remember with pleasure Alastair Skene’s entertaining and instructive “Seashell 

Workshop” on 15
th
 September. However someone left behind a miniature pair of pliers and we have 

been unable to trace the owner. If it was you please give Dick a ring on 751426 to get them back.   

 
Some Recent Records 

What an unusual autumn! The warm weather allowed butterflies and moths to be active well into 

October.  Red admirals were seen in unprecedented numbers and there were several sightings of the 

fascinating and aptly named humming-bird hawk moth, normally a rare visitor to Orkney; it could be 

that these moths were the progeny of the few that appeared in Orkney on the warm southerlies at the 

end of June.  

Perhaps the good summer and autumn weather led to a bumper berry crop in Scandinavia and eastern 

Russia which has held back some of the usual bird migrants. The number of fieldfares moving south 

through Orkney has been a fraction of normal and sightings of waxwings almost in single figures. 

Migrating redwings have been plentiful, as have blackcaps, and some of the latter are staying unusually 

late. Some plants also seem to have been affected - on the outing to Berriedale on 14
th
 Oct specimens 

of devil’s-bit scabious and lousewort were still in flower.  

As usual many marine records are regrettably of dead specimens. A recently-dead white-beaked 

dolphin was found at Dingieshowe, Deerness, on 25
th
 Sept and another the same day not far away at 

Newark. A dead adult was beached at Rackwick, Hoy, on 21
st
 Oct. 

Dead trigger fish were found at Stembister, Deerness and at Taftend, Westray, in the middle of 

October.  

On a happier note a basking shark seen off Fowl Craig, Papay, on 2
nd

 Oct and a minke whale off St 

John’s Head, Hoy, on 4
th
 were very much alive!  

A star attraction on Sanday has been the female otter which made her holt in the stonework at the start 

of the ferry pier. She and her cubs have been seen regularly feeding around the area of the ferry in 

recent months.  

 

Newsletter        
Anyone willing to receive their Newsletter in future by e-mail (four or six A4 single-sided sheets) will 

you please send your e-mail address to dennis.paice@btinternet.com 

                                                                              

Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year 


