
                        

Winter and Spring 2008 
 
The poorest summer for half a century; a near-hurricane in early November; burns, ditches and 

puddles awash with water; day length getting ever shorter …. instead of reaching for the whisky 

bottle or huddling down further under the covers this is the time to look back and recall some of 

those Field Club trips when the sun shone, the butterflies fluttered, the wildflowers sparkled, the 

dragonflies swarmed and the birds came out to play,  –  think back to the visits to Sandy Loch on 

Hoy where we would find on the roadside verges 7 species of orchid including the elegant fragrant 

and small white orchids; spectacular walks along the coastal heathland south of Yesnaby where 

heath-spotted orchid and spring squill abounded; a trip to Roy Harris’s reserve on South Walls 

walking through wetland awash with orchids, marsh marigold, cuckoo flower and other plants with 

calling redshank, oystercatcher and curlew everywhere; the time when we entered Berriedale to find 

flocks of long-tailed tits and coal tits and, on one autumn day out looking for migrants, finding that 

there had been a huge fall of birds – redstarts, goldcrests, warblers and flycatchers in all the known 

hot-spots with at least two Orkney rarities in evidence.  Just occasionally it does happen and the 

Orkney countryside works its magic.  So what does the weather have in store for us in 2008?   Let’s 

just look on the bright side!                    

 

OFC Spring 2008 Programme 

Club Nights are held in Kirkwall Community Centre at 7.30pm.  Refreshments are provided.  All 

are welcome; charges are £1 for members and £2 for non-members towards the cost of room and 

equipment hire.  For other events please register your interest with the named contact at least a 

week before the event.  For outdoor meetings please bring waterproof clothing and footwear and 

refreshment if appropriate. Last minute programme changes will be notified on Radio Orkney if 

possible. 

 

December/January 

30
th
, 31

st
 Dec, 1

st
 or 2

nd
 Jan.  New Year Ramble.  Clear the head after the festive season by 

joining a walk in the Orkney countryside to enjoy the winter wildlife.  We will decide the date and 

venue after looking at the weather forecast for the period.   

 

February 

Fri 15
th
.  Club Night.  Wildlife of Coll.  Simon Wellock, formerly the RSPB warden on Coll, and 

now the Egilsay warden, shows us the birds, plants and animals he encountered while working to 

improve corncrake habitat on Coll. 

 

Sun 24
th
.  Winter Bird Race.  Joint event with the RSPB Local Group.  Teams of four (we will 

balance the levels of expertise) will tour the countryside noting the bird species seen. Meeting 

afterwards at a pub to compare notes and, if desired, have a bar meal.  To book a place contact Dick 

Matson on 751426 or the RSPB office on 850176.  Places limited so book early. 

 



March 

Sat 1st.  OFC Treasure Hunt.  Teams will be given clues to enable them to find their way around 

the countryside between 10am and 1.30pm, collecting items, noting features and solving puzzles, 

mostly with natural or cultural history associations,   ending up at a pub for lunch.  Open to non-

members (cost £2), but car-drivers must be members (free).  Meet at Scapa Beach Visitor Centre at 

9.45am.  Contact Dick Matson 751426. 

 

Thurs 13
th
.  OFC Annual General Meeting and Social.  We will keep the formal business to a 

minimum before enjoying some refreshments – tea, coffee, wine or soft drinks and some nibbles.  

We would be grateful if members brought along some small items such as a few sandwiches, some 

quiche, sausage rolls or fancies.  The AGM includes the election of a new committee.  If you are 

willing to help with the running of the Club please contact Dick Matson to find out about the 

nomination procedure.  The AGM will be held in the St Magnus Centre Hall, Kirkwall, at 7.30pm.  

 

Fri 21
st
.  Club Night.   From Manatees to Flamingoes, and Cape Verde to Congo. 

Tim Dodman will talk about his conservation work in African wetlands:  the West African manatee 

action plan; the African Waterbird Census; bird ‘flu surveys, satellite-tracking ducks, the Cape 

Verde purple heron project and more.   

  

April  

Fri 18
th
.  Club Night.  “Happy” Island - Fair Isle of the Orient 

“Happy” Island off the east coast of China attracts an extraordinary number and diversity of migrant 

and vagrant birds including many species regarded as great rarities in UK.  Paul Higson describes 

his recent visit to the ultimate birdwatchers’ paradise.  

 

April/May 

Late April.  Harrier Sky-dancing.  Joint event with the RSPB LG.  A guided walk in the Birsay 

moors to watch the spectacular courtship displays of harriers and other birds of prey. Details in the 

March Newsletter. 

 

Late April or Early May.  Water-birds of Shapinsay.  Joint event with the RSPB LG.  A visit to 

the RSPB Mill Dam reserve to see ducks, waders and other water birds in their breeding plumage.  

Details in the March Newsletter.   

   

Showing Birds to Youngsters 

We will hold 2 or 3 week-end events in late January and February when birds are working hard to 

find food and easier to see.  The outline plan is to start at Dale, Costa, and, from the house, watch 

for farmland birds coming into the garden, then move on to the RSPB Loons hide and look at the 

water-birds and have our picnic, ending up at Birsay beach to see birds of the seashore.  The events 

will only be held if the weather is favourable and will be tailored according to the weather and tide.  

Youngsters (5 to 15 incl) must be accompanied by a relative or close family friend.  Binoculars will 

be available if you don’t have your own.  Bring warm clothing and waterproof footwear and a 

picnic.  Register your interest with Dick Matson 751426 by 10
th
 January, giving your preferred 

dates.  Once all the names are in we will let everyone know on which of their dates we can fit you 

in.   

 

The 2007 Charities Bazaar 

Again Club members came up trumps and gave terrific support for everything involved in putting 

together and running the OFC stall at the bazaar.  The luxury hamper would have kept an army of 

gastronomes going for a month, thanks to the generous donations of members.  Also due our thanks 

are those who set up and ran the stall and those who gave items for sale.  The sum of £200-70 was 

raised for Club funds.  Terrific!  



Chris Vasey 
It is with great sadness that we report the death on 11

th
 September 2007 of Chris Vasey, one of our 

Club stalwarts.  Chris and his wife, Linda, moved to Harray in July 2000.  In their younger days 

near Sheffield and Rotherham they were heavily involved in the study of natural history and in 

nature conservation.  Chris was an all round naturalist, and, of course, had his favourite projects.  

Following on from similar work in the Peak District he spent many hours studying and recording 

the mountain hare population on Hoy.  As well as accompanying OFC members on field trips he 

enjoyed walking the hill land of Mainland and the Outer Isles.  Chris was also working on a study 

of the effects on biodiversity, year by year, of the growth of trees, shrubs and other plants in his 

garden.  Linda is carrying on the good work.   

Chris made two botanically significant discoveries.  First he identified specimens of the 

intermediate sundew near Heldale Loch.  Although the plant is found in Caithness and its presence 

on Hoy has long been suspected, it was Chris who finally tracked it down.  Second, with other OFC 

members out in the Rendall hills looking for cloudberry which had not been recorded for many 

years, it was Chris who finally spotted it.        

Chris’s cheerful and knowledgeable presence at our Club activities will be sadly missed. 

 

RSPB Programme 

Wed 30
th
 Jan.  Gems of the Southern Ocean.  Paul and Louise Hollinrake describe their recent 

trip to Argentina, S Georgia (scene of Shackleton’s epic journey), the Falklands and the Antarctic 

Peninsula and the wildlife they encountered - albatrosses, penguins, whales and more.  

Time:7.30pm. Venue tbc. 

 

Late Jan/Feb.  Showing Birds to Youngsters.  See OFC programme above. 

 

Sun 24
th
 Feb.  Winter Bird Race.  See OFC programme above. 

 

Late April.  Harrier Sky-dancing.  See OFC programme above 

 

Late April/Early May.  Water-birds of Shapinsay.  See OFC programme above. 

 

Scottish Ornithologists Club Programme 

Thurs 7
th
 Feb.  100 years of British Birds.  By Bob Scott. 

 

Thurs 6
th
 March.  Pied Flycatchers in Castromont Woods.  By Brian Smith. 

St. Magnus Centre, Kirkwall, at 7.30pm. 

 

OFC 2008 Bulletin.  

Please submit contributions to David Peppitt at Swartland House, Twatt, KW17 2JQ or e-mail 

direct to blackie@swartland.demon.co.ukExcel files. As a last resort please submit files as .text or 

.html format. All originals are archived for reference. Contributions can include records, reports, 

articles and general information relating to wildlife.  Recorders will be aware that their data is an 

invaluable source for current and future researchers into the ecology of these islands and to those 

monitoring the well-being of the wildlife. 

We welcome contributions, long or short, that reflect the diverse interests of our members. We 

would also be grateful for photographs 

Cut-off date for submissions will be 28
th
 February 2008. 

 

 

Newsletter        
Anyone willing to receive their Newsletter in future by e-mail (four or six A4 single-sided sheets) 

will you please send your e-mail address to dennis.paice@btinternet.com                                                                     



Membership 
All membership subscriptions are due on the 1

st
 January 2008. Adult £10, Family £15, 

OAP/Unwaged £6, Student £3.  

Could you complete the enclosed form with appropriate fee and forward to:       

D. Paice, OFC membership secretary, Ardleigh, Dounby, Orkney, KW17 2JA. 

To help us further you could Gift Aid it, by filling in a Gift Aid form also. 

If you pay your subscriptions by standing order and would like to Gift Aid it, 

just fill in the Gift Aid form and return it to the membership secretary.   

You can get a membership and Gift Aid form, from the Field Club box in the library or our web 

site. 

 

Some Recent Records 

The cool, wet weather not only suppressed insect numbers during the summer but had a knock on 

effect in the early autumn.  Migrant butterflies such as red admirals and painted ladies normally 

arrive and lay eggs in early summer giving rise to a second flush of butterflies in August and 

September.  This year all species apart from the meadow brown were scarce and very few second 

flush insects appeared in spite of the benign weather in the second half of September.  Bumblebees 

and dragonflies and other insects also suffered. 

One insect, however, has been in the news - the ladybird.  There are 40 or so species in UK and at 

least two have turned up in Orkney this year.  In May a 10-spot ladybird was found at 

Quoyberstane, St Ola, the first record for Orkney.  On the 27
th
 Sept a second specimen turned up at 

Queenamidda, Rendall and a third at Burnbraes, Evie on 29
th
.  The 10-spot is a woodland species 

and its wing cases and spots are variable in colour.  The insect may also have fewer than 10 spots- 

very confusing!  The Burnbraes specimen was black with 2 red spots!   

On the OFC trip to Berriedale on 7
th
 Oct a single specimen of the orange ladybird, halyzia 

sedecinguttata, was found - again a first record for Orkney.  

It was probably due to the fine spell of weather in late September and early October that relatively 

few migrant birds stopped in Orkney.  Very few of the usually numerous migrant thrushes, the 

fieldfare and redwing, were seen, while flycatchers, willow warblers, chiffchaffs, garden warblers, 

bramblings and blackcaps were in short supply.  Although it is not yet too late for a bigger arrival, 

only a handful of waxwings have so far been seen this autumn.   

One bird that bucked the trend was the siskin.  From mid-October until mid-November flocks of up 

to 40 were seen throughout Orkney.  As well as feeding on tree and nettle seeds many birds were 

observed taking aphids off the leaves and bark of sycamores.  Some of those good folk who have 

put up peanut feeders were rewarded with visits from these stunning little finches.        

It was nice to see two less usual but spectacular species turn up again this winter, - a little egret on 

the Loch of Hundland and a drake smew on the Loch of Skaill.  If previous visits are anything to go 

by, either or both of these birds could stay some while. 

One bird that seems to be on the increase in the County is the gadwall.  As many as 40 were seen at 

the Loch of Banks in early autumn and they are being seen more regularly at the Loons hide, 

Graemshall Loch and other favoured locations. 

A species that is not doing so well is the Greenland whitefront, northern Europe’s rarest goose.  

Several years ago a flock of 150 or so used to winter at the RSPB Loons reserve.  More recently 

numbers have dropped to around a hundred and this winter the flock has become fragmented and 

the birds have deserted their usual haunts, - the decline being  almost certainly due to disturbance by 

shooters.  

Chris Booth has received some interesting marine records including two strandings of Ray’s bream 

on Scapa Beach, one on 24
th
 Oct and the second on 27

th
.  These fish which were around 50cm long 

would probably have moved north during the summer from the Iberian Peninsula and, as the water 

cooled in early autumn, come too close inshore seeking warmer water and stranded.   

Echna Loch Bay was the place to be on 7
th
 Oct when both a basking shark and a humpback whale 

put in an appearance; while 2 minke whales were seen from Flotta jetty on 14
th
 November 


