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The season of good cheer and celebration is upon us, but as some of you may already have realised, 

there is further cause for celebration in the offing - 27th February 2009 will be the 50
th
 anniversary of 

the founding of the Field Club. We owe our existence to a joint initiative of Aberdeen University and the 

County Council (now OIC) Education Department which culminated in an inaugural meeting attended 

by 20 people whose interests included ornithology, botany, geology, marine studies and conchology.  In 

those heady days the biodiversity of much of Orkney, particularly of the remoter parts of the outer isles, 

was virtually unsurveyed so that a  pioneering spirit existed among members of the newly formed club 

and in it’s earlier years OFC contributed significantly to the exploration and recording of Orkney’s 

wildlife. OFC encouraged the setting up of a network of Recorders and largely due to the efforts of our 

President the Club was a prime mover behind the establishment of the Orkney Biodiversity Records 

Centre. 

Things have changed greatly since then with the establishment in Orkney of environmental bodies such 

as SNH, RSPB and FWAG and of various environmental consultancies, all with resources we can only 

dream about. Much survey work is now undertaken by professionals, many from outwith the County.  

Nevertheless OFC still has a role to play in monitoring the health of Orkney’s flora and fauna, paying 

particular attention to indicator species and also to rare and endangered species, as well as assisting with 

survey work. The Club has also played a part in the promotion of conservation, by undertaking hands-on 

projects, by acting as a consultee in planning matters and by helping to keep wildlife topics in the public 

eye.  Although the Juniors Section had to be disbanded a decade ago for reasons beyond our control we 

still make a real effort to involve youngsters in our activities – they could well be the conservationists of 

the future. For the Club as a whole the original aims of our founding fathers still hold good:  to 

encourage the study and conservation of the natural and cultural heritage of the County.      

                                                    Happy Birthday Orkney Field Club!   
 

OFC Winter/Spring Programme 2009 

Club Nights are held in the St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall, (just above the Cathedral) at 7.30pm.  

Refreshments are provided.  All are welcome and entry charges are £1 for members and £2 for non-

members to help pay for the cost of room and equipment hire.  For outdoor events please register your 

interest with the named contact at least a week beforehand and on the day bring warm, waterproof 

clothing and footwear and refreshment. Last minute changes to the programme will, if possible, be 

notified on Radio Orkney and by phone to people who have registered their interest.  

 

December/January 

31
st
 Dec, 1

st
 , 2

nd
 or 3

rd
 Jan.  OFC New Year Ramble.  Come and enjoy Orkney winter landscapes and 

wildlife as well as walking off the Christmas pud!  We will decide on the date and venue when we have 

reviewed the forecast for the period. Last New Year we had a gorgeous walk around Hunda in clear blue 

skies and zero wind.  Contact Dick Matson 751426. 



February 

Fri 20
th
.  Club Night.  Wildlife Questions - a Birthday Celebration. To celebrate the Club’s 50

th
 

birthday we will hold a question and answer session at which members of the public can bring their 

questions, old photos or specimens relating to wildlife to be examined by a panel of “experts” with 

audience participation.  Then, if time, there will be a light-hearted quiz; ending up with snacks and 

drinks.   On this special occasion admission will be £1 for non-members as well as for members.   

Sun 22
nd
.  Winter Bird Race.  Joint event with the RSPB Local Group. Teams of four (we will balance 

the levels of expertise) will tour the countryside noting the bird species seen between 9am and 5.30pm, 

meeting afterwards at a pub to compare notes and, if desired, have a bar meal. To book a place  contact 

Dick Matson on 751426. 

 

March 

Thurs 12
th
.  OFC Annual General Meeting.  It’s that time of year when once again we go through the 

formal AGM procedures required of an organisation having charitable status.  We keep proceedings as 

short as possible by sending out the pre-AGM reports.  And of course you have the opportunity to elect a 

new committee; if you would like to serve the Club in this way, or know of anyone who would, please 

let the Secretary or any other member of the current committee know.  We would be grateful if members 

would bring along a small amount of food, - sandwiches, quiche, sausage rolls, “fancies”, etc, so that we 

can have a drink and a bite afterwards.  

Fri 20
th
.  Club Night.  The Butterflies and Moths of Orkney. With the aid of some stunning slides 

Sydney Gauld, the County Lepidoptera Recorder, gives an insight into the species to be found on 

Orkney and how we can attract them. 

 

April 

Sun 12
th
.  Durkadale Working Party.  Joint event with the RSPBlg.  We will continue to plant willow 

cuttings and carry out necessary maintenance at the RSPB native tree plantation in Durkadale.  Come 

any time between 10am and 1pm.   Please contact  Jenny Taylor on 851322 a day or two beforehand. 

Fri 17th.   Club Night.  The How and Why of Bird Song. (provisional) Joint event with the RSPBlg.  

In an audio-visual presentation Peter Slater, formerly Professor of Animal Behaviour at St Andrew’s 

University, describes how bird song evolved, what the purpose of bird-song is, and also discusses bird 

dialect.  Prof Slater’s early work on bird song was carried out in Orkney.   

Sat/Sun 18
th
/19

th
.  Bag the Bruck. Joint event with the RSPBlg. Each year Environmental Concern 

Orkney organize a clean-up of Orkney’s beaches to get rid of debris from the fishing industry, from 

passing shipping and from land-based sources which is potentially so harmful to our wildlife. The 

RSPBlg will tackle Waulkmill on the Saturday and OFC will do Marwick Bay on the Sunday. Come any 

time between 10am and 2pm. Gloves and bags provided. Contact the RSPB Office on 850176 or Brian 

Ribbands on 751439. 

Sun 26
th
.  Harrier Sky-dancing. Joint event with the RSPBlg. Join a guided walk in the Birsay moors 

to watch the amazing courtship display of the hen harrier.  Other birds of prey should also be on view.  

Meet at Rendall Hall car park at 9.30 am. Contact Jim Williams on 761317. (A Sky-dancing and nature 

walk for families will be held on Sun 3
rd
 May. This should help young competitors in the Nature 

Detective Challenge.  Details in the March Newsletter).  

 

Founder-members of the Orkney Field Club. As previously mentioned the Club will soon be 50 years 

old and the anniversary will be celebrated at the Cub Night on 20
th
 February 2009. As far as is known 

the only two founder-members still in touch with the Club are our President, Elaine Bullard, and one of 

our Vice-Presidents, Ted Kellock. The Committee would be very pleased to hear of any other founder-

members.  So if you are one of them or know of any others please contact the Secretary on 751426.  

 

 



Nature Detective Challenge.  Each year the OCEAN Group (Orkney Community Environmental 

Awareness Network which includes OFC) runs Schools Week, a week of events for schoolchildren, 

encouraging them to get to know, explore and enjoy the natural and cultural heritage of Orkney.  For 

2008 the Group decided to produce a booklet which challenges primary-aged children to become nature 

detectives.  Some of you may remember the OFC Juniors Wildlife Challenge which was the inspiration 

for the current initiative.  The booklet, beautifully illustrated by Anne Bignall, the Eday Ranger, covers 

topics such as birds, wildflowers, mini-beasts, marine life, mammals and archaeology.  By spotting, 

recording and sometimes drawing wildlife, children earn points towards a Nature Detective award 

starting with Bronze, then Silver and finally, for the real enthusiasts, gold.  The booklet was launched in 

schools at Schools Week in September with a series of presentations, walks and other events.  Although 

not all schools signed up to participate, the project is open to all P4-P7 children.  If you know any 

children who would like to take part but who have not been given a booklet please let the Secretary 

know on 751426 and one will be sent to them.  In the OCEAN calendar, events will be annotated with a 

symbol if they are suitable for assisting youngsters with the challenge 

 

Some Recent Records. The two most eye-catching events of the autumn were a wreck and an irruption.  

Following a period of strong winds in the third week of October small numbers of grey phalaropes 

appeared close inshore in several localities; but after a severe storm on 25
th
 October numbers increased 

dramatically. There were sightings from the isles and most parts of Mainland with at least 130 being 

seen along the west side of the barriers. The term wreck was in this case misleading; as far as is known 

no fatalities were involved and the birds appeared to be in good shape and feeding actively.  Hopefully 

by now they will be well into their journey towards the west coast of Africa.  In general autumn records 

for Orkney are of single birds with the occasional small wreck. Major wrecks do occur from time to time 

off the west coast of UK and Eire. On October 2
nd
 1960 after a storm over 1,000 birds appeared around 

the shores of St Agnes in the Scilly Isles. The main breeding areas for this species are the North 

American and Siberian Arctic.  They feed mainly on plankton, insects and other invertebrates, but when 

food is short in their breeding areas they will take plant material.   

At almost the same time as the phalarope wreck came an irruption of waxwings, with flocks as large as 

40 being reported from Stromness, Kirkwall and Finstown, with generally smaller numbers elsewhere in 

the isles. This phenomenon often follows a failure of the berry crop (mainly rowan) on which the birds 

feed in north-east Scandinavia and northern Russia. Unusually, in the current irruption flocks of 

waxwings (some 200+) passed down the west coast of Scotland as well as down the east coast.  By late 

November birds had reached as far south as Dublin. As usual in Orkney it was the folk who put out 

apples in their gardens who had the best views of these stunning birds. 

The year 2008 has seen the discovery of yet another new ladybird species for Orkney. On 21
st
 

September an insect was found by children at the new heritage centre in Eday which was identified by 

experts south as a cream-streaked ladybird, harmonia quadripunctata. Like its notorious cousin, the 

harlequin ladybird, this insect is large (7mm in length) and variable in appearance.  It is often a dull 

orange colour with up to 16 dark spots, but may have no spots at all. It feeds on aphids associated with 

pine trees which suggests that this specimen was brought into Orkney with timber. The Eday insect is 

thought to be only the third record of the species for Scotland. 

On 16
th
 November the OFC had it’s autumn ramble. We started off by walking the length of Newark 

Bay. Lying high up on the shore on the rocks at the eastern end of the beach was a dull silver bream-

shaped fish, 21 inches from the tip of it’s head to the fork of it’s tail. It had a protruding lower jaw, long 

sickle-shaped caudal (tail) fins and a fearsome set of teeth. It was a Ray’s bream, a deep water species 

only very occasionally washed up on Orkney shores. It is abundant in southern waters but less common 

in the north although from time to time there are invasions of hundreds of fish into the North Sea.  It is 

now recognized as a food fish and off southern Ireland large quantities are often taken by long-liners 

fishing for hake. There are also commercial fisheries for the southern sub-species of Ray’s bream off 

Australia and New Zealand.       



Charities Bazaar.  The members setting up the OFC stall at the Bazaar on 8
th
 Nov worked brilliantly as 

a team and the stall was up in no time and looked a real treat. The hamper was overflowing with 

goodies; for sale there were plants, home-bakes, masses of books, many donated by Linda, and Penny 

had devised an excellent game where youngsters had to turn up a correctly marked seashell to win a 

prize.  Of the folk coming through the door the OFC stall attracted more than it’s fair share; the problem 

was that yet again public attendance at the Bazaar was down and our takings suffered accordingly. We 

made £162 compared with £200 in 2007 and £160 in 2006. Nevertheless it was a very creditable effort 

and our thanks go to all involved in setting up and running the stall and to those who made such 

generous donations to the hamper and the sales goods.  In fact donations of wine were so generous that 

we couldn’t decently include it all in the hamper in case the public thought that our activities extended to 

more than just naturally history!  With the consent of the donors we withheld 4 bottles to raffle at Club 

Nights.  This proved to be a great idea  - at the talk on14th Nov the raffle of a bottle raised £21! 

The luxury hamper was won by Mrs Grieve of Sanday who used to run the Ayre’s Rock Hostel on the 

island.  This was a good result for the Field Club as many of our members have in the past enjoyed the 

comfortable and well-run facilities at the hostel. 

 

RSPB Local Group Programme 

Sun 22nd Feb.  Winter Bird Race.  See above 

Sun 12
th
 Apr.  Durkadale Working Party.  See above 

Sun 17
th
 Apr.  The How and Why of Bird Song.  See above. 

Sat 18
th
 Apr.   Bag the Bruck.   See above. 

Sun 26
th
 Apr.   Harrier Sky-dancing.  See above. 

 

Scottish Ornithologists’ Club Programme 

Thurs 5
th
 Feb. Antarctica, Birds and Beauty. An illustrated talk on the wildlife, scenery and artistic 

beauty of this fabulous region by Professor Michael Thomas. St Magnus Centre at 7.30pm. All 

welcome.         

Thurs 5
th
 March. Swanning Around in Scotland and Iceland: The Whooper Story. An illustrated 

talk by Chris Spray on these enigmatic birds, many of which winter in Orkney. St Magnus Centre at 

7.30pm. All welcome. 

 

Newsletter Anyone willing to receive their Newsletter by e-mail (four or six A4 single sided sheets) 

will you please send your e-mail address to dennis.paice@btinternet.com 

 

Membership All membership subscriptions are due on the 1
st
 January 2009. Family £15, Adult £10, 

OAP/Unwaged £6 and Student £3. 

Could you please complete the enclosed membership form with appropriate fee and forward to:  

D. Paice, Ardleigh, Dounby, Orkney, KW17 2JA. 

To help us further you could Gift Aid it, by filling in the Gift Aid form as well. If you pay your 

membership by standing order and you like to  Gift Aid it, you can download the Gift Aid forn, from our 

web site just fill in and return it to the above address. Our web site is: 

www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/FIELDCLUB/    

 

                                                                                                                                

                                              

 Merry Christmas 

            And  

Happy New Year 


