
Mothing Bycatch                              Carol Weston
Earlier this year when I began moth trapping I 
hadnʼt considered the other species that would 
arrive attracted to the light.  For me here on 
Sanday crane flies, harvestmen, caddis flies and 
ichneumon wasps have been the most common 
bycatch.  Last week a burying beetle otherwise 
known as a sexton beetle arrived.  A photograph 
sent to Brian Ribbands revealed it as Nicrophorus 
investigator, one of three Nicrophorus species 
recorded in Orkney.  

I was fascinated to see that this beautiful 
black and orange banded beetle carried 
with it around thirty small spiderlike mites, 
mostly attached to the underside of its 
thorax and abdomen.  I was even more 
fascinated to learn that the relationship 
between the mites and the beetle is not 
parasitic but phoretic. 

The male and female beetles work 
together to bury small dead vertebrates, laying their eggs alongside the 
carcass in a carefully constructed brood chamber.  Once hatched, the 
beetle larvae are fed the carrion by one or both attentive parents.  The 
mites hitch a ride with the beetle, disembarking when they are inside the 
brood chamber.  Here the mites will eat fly eggs and maggots that would 
otherwise compete with the beetle larvae for food.  Once the mitesʼ food 
source has dwindled, and they too have reproduced, they reattach 
themselves to the beetle to begin the process again.    

Update on Skate Cases                                    !!         Penny Martin
Counting and collecting of skate cases continues.   The total collected since 
Dec 2014 is now over 6500  with nearly 1500 in July and August. The main 
beaches are Skaill, Birsay and Evie with several hundred  found at Bay of 
Creekland in North Hoy. There have been small numbers picked up in 
Deerness, Skipi geo, Yesnaby, Houton, Graemsay, 4th Barrier and South 
Ronaldsay. Records of any found on other beaches very welcome.
SNH are now showing interest in these significant numbers and evidence of 
breeding in Orkney waters of this endangered species. They are planning 
meetings with Dan Wise from Orkney Skate Trust to discuss research 
projects and possible funding initiatives.   Please could you pick any skate 
cases found and let Penny know at physiopenny@hotmail.co.uk
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The summer is now nearing an end and although the cool, wet nature of 
most of it may not have suited the human or livestock populations,  tree and 
plant growth has been good and there have been some wonderful displays 
of wildflowers, many of which have seemed bigger, brighter and more 
abundant than usual. 
Our winter programme is overleaf and we hope you will join us in some of 
these activities, whether indoors or outdoors. 

AGM and New Committee
Our recent AGM saw the election of the following committee members - 
Helen Aiton, John Crossley, Alastair Forsyth, Anne Gascoigne, Sydney 
Gauld, Trevor Kay,  Penny Martin, Dick Matson, Brian Ribbands, Jenny 
Taylor, Graeme Walker and Carol Weston. We give a warm welcome to our 
new members and many thanks to retiring members - Julian Branscombe, 
Marc Herridge, Fiona Knox and Dave Musson

Orkney Field Club Bulletin
Our 2015 bulletin should have found its way to all members by now (if not 
please let us know) We have found that a small number of bulletins have 
the covers on upside-down, for which we apologise. If you have one like 
this and would like it replaced, please get in touch with Jenny Taylor on 
850514. Please also let us know if you change address or email address, 
so that we can ensure that we get up-to-date news of events to you 

Orkney Wildlife Information and Records Centre
Members might want to take a look at the ʻMappingʼ page of the centre, 
formerly the Orkney Biodiversity Records Centre, to see the beginnings of 
wildlife records appearing on OWIRCʼs website.
( http://www.orkneylibrary.org.uk/OBRC/html/Map.htm ) 
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OFC Programme - September 2015 to January 2016
NB Unless otherwise specified, indoor events are held in St Magnus 
Centre and begin at 7.30 pm. Any additions to the programme or last 
minute changes will be notified by email, on Radio Orkney, on the OFC 
website and Facebook page. We very  much welcome suggestions from 
members of places to visit, talks or other events.

Saturday, 3rd October - A Fungi Foray
Finstown is at the heart of one of the best areas for fungi in Orkney. First we 
will visit the old cemetery, one of the best places for grassland fungi in 
Orkney. Then we will move to Binscarth Wood, which will offer a contrasting 
diversity of species. See the 2015 Orkney Field Club Bulletin for an idea of 
what to expect in the wood.
Meet at the car park across the main road from the cemetery, by the bay, at 
10am. 

Friday, 23rd October - Scottish Islands (Talk)
Author Richard Clubley will talk about a variety of islands, including some 
uninhabited ones. Weʼll ʻvisitʼ St Kilda, Ailsa Craig, Pladda (Arran), 
Inchmarnock (Bute), Mingulay (Outer Hebrides), Staffa and Lunga (Inner 
Hebrides), Shiant (Skye), St Ninian and South Havera (Shetland), Inchcolm 
and Bass Rock (Firth of Forth) and, nearer to home, Cava.

Wednesday, 4th November - Stoats in Orkney - SNH plans (Talk)
Graham Neville from Scottish Natural Heritage will give a short presentation 
on SNHʼs work to date to assess the impacts of the stoat population on 
Orkney, an outline of the current ʻinterimʼ project using volunteers to trap 
around hotspots, and an explanation of progress towards a full eradication 
project including funding options. Please note this talk will take place 
upstairs in The Girnel at 7.30pm.

Saturday or Sunday 7th or 8th November - Grey Seal Pup Walk
A 2/3 hour walk in South Ronaldsay along the cliffs to count grey seal pups  
on the beaches below . Meet at car park at Burwick at 10 am . Wear 
suitable clothes and walking boots. Binoculars useful. Lifts could be 
arranged if required.
Contact Penny on 761168 or e mail physiopenny@hotmail.co.uk

Friday, 20th November - Dragons and Damsels - Odonata in Orkney 
(Talk)
Graeme Walker will tell us about the life-cycle, identification and changes in 
distribution of our local dragon and damselflies in an illustrated talk which 
should brighten up a winterʼs evening.

New Yearʼs Walk
The venue and date will depend on the wind and weather conditions at the 
time. Watch Facebook and the website nearer the time.

OFCʼs non-Christmas dinner
In recent years we have decided to avoid the pre-Christmas rush and to 
hold our annual club  dinner early in the new year. The date and venue of 
the 2016 dinner is to be arranged.

Apart from these listed events, we may run more spontaneous events to 
take advantage of weather and when particular flora and fauna are present. 
These will be notified by email, website and on the clubʼs Facebook page. 

Itʼs been a great year for Frog 
Orchids wi th many hundreds 
showing along the west coast from 
Black Craig to north of Skaill

Events of Interest Organised by Others 
RSPB Local Group Events - 
Sun Sept 20th.  Migrant hot-spots of the South Isles.   
Book with Shirley Tolley on 731521.

Sun Oct 11th.  To Berriedale Wood on North Hoy.   By 
ferry from Stromness to Moaness, then by minibus to 
Rackwick and on foot from there.   Book with Dick 
Matson on 751426.    
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