
JANUARY
New Year Ramble
A Field Club tradition, so join us for some fresh air, blether and an 
opportunity to walk off the Seasonal excess! We usually participate 
in the annual BSBI New Year Plant Hunt along the way too.  
Location/date and time tbc dependent on local forecast, so may be 
advertised at short notice. No need to book but contact Anne, 
hewin7@btinternet.com for further details.

_____________________________________

A goose-plant?
An interesting and unusual find, at Mull Head, Deerness, recently 
was Nodding Bur-marigold, Bidens cernua.  This is a big, frankly 
somewhat ugly plant with dull-yellow, button-like flowers which look 
like seed heads.  It grows by water, usually muddy pond edges.  
What is interesting is that this is only the second record north of the 
Great Glen and other was on Swona in 2010!  In both places plants 
were forming quite large stands around freshwater pools.

It is known that birds spread seeds of plants, but it is usually 
uncertain exactly how any particular introduction took place.  In this 
case the circumstantial evidence – the recent great increase in 
numbers of Greylag Geese, their habit of paddling and dunging the 
margins of pools, the remote locations - point to geese as the 
agents.  It is possible that other waterfowl transported the seeds 
then geese provided ideal conditions for seedlings to establish and 
the plants to grow and spread.

Nodding Bur-marigold is easy to spot and worth recording if you do, 
especially if you are visiting out-of-the-way places.  Some ecological 
effects of large numbers of geese, especially nutrient enrichment 
and muddying of clear waters and water margins, give cause for 
concern.  It will be interesting to see if Nodding Bur-marigold 
continues to spread: it could be a marker of some adverse impacts 
of the recent increase in numbers of geese.

John Crossley, County plants recorder
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Our autumn/ early winter programme follows and we very much hope you 
will join us in some of these activities, whether indoors or outdoors. We 
are always looking for suggestions of places to visit, talks or other 
events, so please do get in touch with any ideas you may have. For 
more information about the club and our events, see the Club website at 
www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/FIELDCLUB. Meantime our Orkney Field 
Club Facebook page brings you great regular updates and news.

_________________________________

OFC PROGRAMME - AUTUMN/WINTER 2018
Any additions to the programme, extra information, or last minute 
changes, will be notified by email, on Radio Orkney, on the OFC 
website and our Facebook page.
Events are open to all. Please dress according to the weather 
and ground conditions, with waterproof, warm clothing and 
appropriate shoes/boots etc. Get in touch with named contact 
if you want any further information. Bring a flask/picnic too.

__________________________

ALL TALKS (and the AGM) ARE IN THE ST MAGNUS CENTRE 
IN KIRKWALL AND BEGIN AT 7.30pm

__________________________

SEPTEMBER
Saturday, 15th Sept morning - Through the Seasons Walk - 
Autumn 
The third of our ‘Through the Seasons’ walks to see how the wildlife 
has changed since our summer walk. Bring a snack & a drink, 
sturdy footwear and waterproofs. Meet at the Orkneyinga Saga 
c e n t r e a t 1 0 a m . F o r m o r e i n f o c o n t a c t M e g a n - 
t.megan@pobroadband.co.uk
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Saturday, 15th Sept afternoon - Great British Beach Clean 
The Great British Beach Clean is the biggest beach clean and 
survey in the UK.  RSPB Scotland and Orkney Field Club are joining 
in this year by running a joint public event at Marwick Bay. Everyone 
is welcome to come along, enjoy the scenery and help to make the 
beach beautiful. 2pm - 4pm Marwick Bay No booking required, for 
more info contact the RSPB 01856 850176.

Friday, 21st Sept - Flora around the White Sea (Talk)
"Where's that??" Come along and find out, as Anne Gascoigne tells 
us about Arctic Russia's tundra, dunes and boreal forest with many 
wildflowers common to Orkney, plus some not so familiar.

27th or 28th Sept - Wader Walk at Newark, Deerness 
Date/time to be decided nearer the time. We will wander along the 
beach at Newark looking for waders and other birds/wildlife. It will be 
a leisurely stroll, bring your binoculars and bird books, a hot drink 
and a snack. Warm clothes, waterproofs and sturdy footwear also 
recommended. 
For more info contact Megan t.megan@pobroadband.co.uk

OCTOBER
Saturday, 6th October - Coastal Grassland Fungi Foray
Join County Fungi Recorder Julian Branscombe on a search for 
species growing in a challenging habitat! Coastal grassland is very 
under-recorded and it will be interesting to see what turns up - 
including Slime moulds and Lichens.   Opportunity for sea- and bird-
watching should fungi fail to materialise, so dress warmly with sturdy 
footwear, bring binoculars and something to eat/drink.
Meet Mull Head car park 10.00am No need to book but contact 
Jenny for further details jenny@jtlarch.co.uk

Friday, 19th Oct - AGM & talk
Come along to our Annual General Meeting to find out more about 
our activities. We’ll get the business of the AGM done quickly and 
then can enjoy a talk from the first of our OFC Awards Fund 
recipients who will update us on how our grant has allowed them to 
add sound recordings to their ongoing project studying the 
movement of limpets, whelks and other common rockpool dwellers.

NOVEMBER
Early Nov - Seal Pup walk
A short cliff top walk to observe nursery beaches below with 
minimal disturbance to the seals.   Dress warmly with sturdy 
footwear, bring binoculars and something to eat/drink. 
Meet at Burwick ferry car park, actual date/time to be confirmed 
dependent on local weather and progress of pupping season. No 
need to book but contact Anne, hewin7@btinternet.com for further 
details 

23rd Nov - Reinstating Natural Woodlands in the Highlands by 
using long-term Palaeoecological Records (Talk)
Scottish peatlands have been extensively covered with non-native 
conifer plantations which affected the landscape and ecosystems. 
Recently, plantations have started to be felled to reinstate peatland 
ecosystems. The Forestry Commission Scotland is keen on 
developing policies on the reinstatement of the “natural woodland” 
of the Scottish Highlands. To find these natural woodlands, Jasmijn 
Sybenga has studied long-term vegetation records which inform us 
about past vegetation patterns and climate change cycles, adding 
to the understanding of future conservation management.

DECEMBER
2nd Dec - Wintering Wildfowl 
The Stenness & Harray lochs support large flocks of wintering 
ducks, ie scaup, long tailed ducks, wigeon, etc. We will enjoy a 
leisurely walk around the RSPB Brodgar reserve to see these 
ducks and other winter wildlife. Meet at the Ring of Brodgar car 
park at 1pm. 
For more info contact Megan - t.megan@pobroadband.co.uk

16th Dec - Through the Seasons Walk - Winter
The last of our ‘Through the Seasons’ walks for this year. How will 
the wildlife have changed since the autumn walk? Come and join 
us to see. Bring a snack & a drink, sturdy footwear and 
waterproofs. Meet at the Orkneyinga Saga centre at 11am. For 
more info contact Megan - t.megan@pobroadband.co.uk
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