
The Orkney Naturalist 

The Club’s annual publication, the Orkney Naturalist, is a superb 
compilation of the knowledge and enthusiasm of local naturalists, 
and much admired.  However it does not write itself, and 
contributions are always needed! 

Much of the journal comprises regular contributions from county 
recorders, detailing the more significant species records of the year 
and the supplementary information that makes these so interesting. 
There is always an evocative account of the Club activities through 
the year. Then there are the ‘feature’ articles and anecdotal 
observations on a great variety of subjects; for instance in the last 
two years we have learned why the walls and roofs of the Highland 
Park distillery are black, about micro-plastics in the sea around 
Orkney, the discovery of the Orkney Vole, Flapper Skates, some 
unique discoveries in a Burray garden and much, much more. All 
that is needed to write one of these is curiosity about wildlife, 
whether under your nose in the garden, on the hills of Hoy or below 
the sea. Knowledge follows.  There could be other approaches too – 
something historical, a special place, a favourite walk, a project you 
are involved in.  Please think how you can contribute, and if you are 
not sure ask for advice, by contacting the editor, John Crossley 
(flawsjohn@gmail.com). Deadline for copy is end of February, but 
do not delay!
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Newsletter December 2019
_________________________________

Seasons Greetings and a Very 
Happy New Year to all our 

Members 
__________________________

OFC PROGRAMME - WINTER / EARLY SPRING 2020
Additions or changes to the programme will be notified by email, on 
Radio Orkney, on the OFC website and our Facebook page.
Events are open to all. Booking is not required unless stated. 
Children are welcome to appropriate events if accompanied by 
an adult. Please note that wildlife walks are not normally 
suitable for dogs.
NB. ALL TALKS ARE IN THE ST MAGNUS CENTRE IN 
KIRKWALL AND BEGIN AT 7.30pm unless otherwise stated.

DECEMBER
Winter Wildlife Walk, Shapinsay
For this year's winter walk we are heading to the island of 
Shapinsay. Walking will be at a leisurely pace, mainly on quiet 
roads. We will have a look at the wildlife in and around the village 
of Balfour, before making our way to the hide at Mill Dam RSPB 
reserve and onto Vasa Loch for our picnic. Vasa is home to lots of 
Whooper Swans during the winter. Date/times to be confirmed, so 
look out for emails very soon. 
Contact Megan – t.megan@pobroadband.co.uk 
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JANUARY
New Year’s Ramble
A chance for a relaxed wander to start the New Year. Date and 
venue to be decided depending on the weather.

New Year Beach Clean, Orphir Bay
Starting the year as we mean to go on, we will return to Orphir Bay, 
where we did Bag the Bruck this year, to give the beach a much 
needed clean. Park in one of the car parks beside the Orkneyinga 
Saga Centre, and follow the path through the cemetry/beside the 
burn to the beach. Bags and gloves will be provided, but bring a 
snack and a hot drink. Binoculars also recommended as this is a 
fantastic area for wintering birds. Date and time will be confirmed 
nearer the time. Contact Megan - t.megan@pobroadband.co.uk

Friday January 17th : Orkney Native Wildlife Project: Progress 
and Update       Talk
With the project now up and running, the ONWP team have been 
busy with wildlife surveys and data recording.  They are keen to 
share these initial findings and to discuss plans for the coming year, 
including opportunities for volunteers to get involved with ongoing 
monitoring and fieldwork.  

FEBRUARY / MARCH
Friday 21st February :  Blue Carbon - what is it and why does it 
matter?                                                                                       Talk
‘Blue carbon’ refers to carbon stored and sequestered by natural 
marine habitats. Orkney is surrounded by coastal ecosystems with 
seagrass, kelp forests, saltmarsh and maerl beds all having a vital 
role to play.  Dr Joanne Porter from Heriot-Watt ICIT will discuss her 
research as part of this global initiative which aims to better 
understand how oceans can mitigate climate change.

February / March : Hoy Mountain Hare Walk 
A repeat of last year’s enjoyable walk which will take place on a date 
when the weather is kind. We’ll take the boat to Moaness, a minibus 
to Rackwick and then walk to the Old Man looking out for Mountain 
Hares in their white winter coats along the way and walking back 
round Rora Head with yet more stunning scenery.
Contact Jenny - jenny@jtlarch.co.uk

February / March : Tree Maintenance in Hoy Lodge Wood
Another of our sessions removing guards and maintaining young 
trees, this time in a mature coniferous woodland in Hoy, which is 
used by school children in their outdoor activities. Chris Jex, the 
OIC’s Outdoor Education Advisor will be there to help us find our 
way around the rides and to show us some campfire skills. Exact 
date and details to be confirmed nearer the time.
Contact Jenny - jenny@jtlarch.co.uk

Friday, March 20th : The Work of the Agronomy Institute      
Talk 
Dr Peter Martin and John Wishart of UHI Orkney College’s 
Agronomy Institute will describe the various research projects they 
undertake and how these link with local and other businesses.

      
APRIL
Bag the Bruck - Date, time and location TBC
Our annual Bag the Bruck event to clean up our beaches. Bags 
and gloves will be provided, or feel free to bring your own gloves if 
you would rather. If you have seen a beach that needs a clean then 
please let Megan know. For more info please contact Megan - 
t.megan@pobroadband.co.uk. 

Friday, April 17th 
Talk - subject to be confirmed

Other Events
We are planning OFC’s usual ‘Non Christmas’ meal and will 
circulate date and venue as soon as possible, so please keep an 
eye out for emails on this subject.

More events may be added at short notice and will be 
circulated by email and on Facebook. Please make sure we 
have your current email address.
__________________________________________________
A gentle reminder that membership subscriptions are due for 
renewal on January 1st 
__________________________________________________
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