
Friday 22nd – Wildlife of the Falkland Isles                             Talk
The climate and landscape of the Falkland Isles is not unlike 
Orkney. Steve Sankey has led several trips there and his talk will 
highlight the similarities - and contrasts - between the two island 
groups. Expect stunning slides of birds, sea life and wildflowers and 
an insight into the Falkland way of life.

DECEMBER
Winter Wildlife Walk 
We will enjoy a winter walk looking at the variety of wildlife that 
chooses to overwinter here. Location and date will be confirmed 
nearer the time depending on weather and what’s around. For more 
information, please contact Megan – t.megan@pobroadband.co.uk

Other events may be added at short notice and will be 
circulated by email and on Facebook. Please make sure we 
have your current email address.

_________________________________
Orkney International Science Festival
Orkney International Science Festival contains a number of natural 
history talks and events, so it’s certainly worth taking a look at the 
programme. Here are a few events in which OFC is involved -
Thursday 5th September -  9pm in the Orkney Theatre
OFC’s 60th Anniversary Lecture is by Professor Dave Goulson and  
is entitled ‘Saving our Bumblebees’
Monday, 9th September - the One O’Clock Toast at the Peedie 
Kirk will be to the founders of the Orkney Field Club
Wednesday, 11th September - 3.30pm in King Street Halls  -  the 
talk ‘Winter Sun and Summer Flowers’ will be about Magnus 
Spence, author of ‘Flora Orcadensis’

_________________________________

For more information about the club and our events, see the Club 
website at www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/FIELDCLUB. Meantime 
our Orkney Field Club Facebook page brings you great regular 
updates and news.

�
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OFC PROGRAMME - AUTUMN / EARLY WINTER 2019
Additions or changes to the programme will be notified by email, on 
Radio Orkney, on the OFC website and our Facebook page.
Events are open to all. Booking is not required unless stated. 
Children are welcome if accompanied by an adult. Please note 
that wildlife walks are not normally suitable for dogs.
NB. ALL TALKS ARE IN THE ST MAGNUS CENTRE IN 
KIRKWALL AND BEGIN AT 7.30pm unless otherwise stated.

__________________________
SEPTEMBER
Thursday 12th – Egilsay/Rousay with the Science Festival 
Join us for a special day trip to two very different islands. We will 
take the early ferry from Tingwall to Egilsay, looking out for wildlife 
from the ferry, then walk along part of the St Magnus Way to a 
beautiful sandy beach. Returning to the pier, we'll then take the 
short ferry crossing to Rousay and explore the gardens, woods and 
wildlife of Trumland House. There should be time for a visit to the 
café before catching the ferry back to Tingwall. Walking will be easy 
but please wear suitable footwear and clothing. 
Booking essential. Please contact Megan to book - 
t.megan@pobroadband.co.uk.

Sunday 22nd – Great British Beach Clean, Houton 
9.30am – 11.30am
This year, we are joining in with the Great British Beach Clean, and 
we have decided to tackle a less accessible bit of beach, but one in 
need of a good clean up. We will be cleaning the coastline beyond 
the Holm of Houton and below Houton Head. It will be rough 

http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/FIELDCLUB


walking underfoot, so please wear warm, waterproof clothing and 
sturdy footwear. Bags and gloves will be provided. Please park at 
the Flotta Terminal car park and walk to the starting point - grid ref 
HY313036. No need to book, but for more information contact 
Megan -  t.megan@pobroadband.co.uk. 

Tuesday, 24th - Save the North Sea Fulmars Project              Talk
Dr Jan Andries van Franeker is coming to Orkney in September to 
run a fulmar dissection workshop, as part of an OSPAR funded 
research project (Save the North Sea Fulmars) which is looking into 
the presence of plastics in the stomachs of fulmars and he will tell 
us about this project and its findings. You can find out more 
information about the project from here : https://www.wur.nl/en/
Research-Results/Research-Institutes/marine-research/show-
marine/Plastic-waste-in-the-Sea.htm
 
Saturday 28th – Fungi Foray 
Meet at the car park in Finstown at 10.00am
It's the time of year for seeking out fungi and County Recorder 
Julian Branscombe is again leading an event for us. Finstown offers 
a good range of habitats so we will start with a look at grassland 
fungi in the Kirkyard, then hunt for woodland species at Binscarth. 
All welcome whether beginner, expert, old and young! Warm, 
waterproof clothing and footwear advised (Binscarth can be muddy) 
Bring along a snack and drink and prepare for an extended visit if 
you want to explore the woods. No need to book but contact Anne 
for further info if required: hewin7@btinternet.com

Sunday 29th - Brodgar through the Seasons and Years.
Meet at the Brodgar car park at 11.00am
Join us for another dip into the archives as we compare notes about 
Brodgar in 1959 with the area today. We may cover two miles (but 
slowly!) so wrap up warm and bring binoculars. Research has also 
indicated that 60 years ago many Field Club outings ended with a 
visit to the Standing Stones Hotel, so we will be having a soup and 
sandwich lunch afterwards. Feel free to turn up just for a walk or to 
only come along to lunch - or both! However the hotel does need to 
know numbers, thus booking for lunch is essential. Lunch will be 
at the Standing Stones Hotel at 1.30pm.
Book lunch with Anne -  hewin7@btinternet.com

OCTOBER
Wednesday 16th – Hampshire Memorial Wood Maintenance
Meet at the site at 10am - small car-park right next to the site
Join us in doing some practical maintenance work at the young 
woodland opposite KGS - in the open space off The Meadows. The 
woodland was planted to commemorate all the lives lost during the 
sinking of the ‘Hampshire’ in 1916. We’ll be weeding, removing 
some of the guards and generally putting things right ready for the 
winter. Bring gloves, secateurs, scissors, hammers etc (but we will 
have some tools to hand) and wear warm, old clothing. A flask and 
snack might be useful too.
For more info contact Jenny - jenny@jtlarch.co.uk

Friday 25th – AGM and talk on Wildflower Meadow Creation
We’ll do our best to have an exceedingly speedy AGM and follow it 
up with an enjoyable talk from Eileen Summers. Interest in the 
creation of wildflower meadows is increasing, largely in response to 
the loss of much of the UK’s naturally-occurring wildflower habitat 
and a growing understanding of the challenges this poses to insect 
pollinators. Local authorities see the incorporation of wildflower 
areas as a way of helping benefit biodiversity, whilst moving 
towards a less intensive and costly way of managing open spaces. 

Here in Orkney, Eileen has provided seed and plug plants for 
various wildflower enhancement projects, using locally harvested 
rather than imported seed, to avoid any risk of corrupting the 
genetic identity of local strains of native species. Her presentation 
provides an overview of these projects, as well as some useful tips 
on growing wildflowers from seed. 
7pm at St Magnus Centre (PLEASE NOTE EARLIER START)

NOVEMBER
Seal Pup Walk 
A trip to South Ronaldsay to quietly look down on some of the 
beaches where the Grey Seal pups are being born and raised. An 
amazing spectacle. Binoculars, camera, suitable clothing and 
maybe something to sit on may be useful. Date and venue to be 
confirmed according to weather etc.
For further info contact Jenny - jenny@jtlarch.co.uk
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