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Newsletter April 2020
Firstly we wish all our members and their friends and families the 
very best in these difficult times and hope that the natural world, 
nevertheless, continues to give you many small and large joys. I’m 
sure no one will be surprised to hear that we have had to cancel all 
our planned events for the foreseeable future, so this newsletter will 
be rather different from our usual ones. However, we hope you 
enjoy it!

_________________________________
Hugo Shearer’s Legacy of Books 
Hugo Shearer, who died earlier this year, was a very long-standing 
member of Orkney Field Club, with a wide love of natural history 
and a special interest in the identification of our native roses (not an 
easy subject as many of us know!). Hugo very kindly left a variety 
of books and other items to OFC and we are offering some of these 
books to members. Please see the separate attached list for 
details. We are very grateful for Hugo’s gift.

_________________________________
New Zealand Flatworm Survey - we need your help
So onto something that everyone can help with by recording from 
their own gardens, allotments and immediate surroundings. New 
Zealand Flatworms arrived in Scotland in the mid 60s and raised 
concerns about their potential, adverse effects on the native 
earthworm population and how this may impact, particularly on 
agricultural land.  In more recent years, there has maybe been less 
discussion and interest in them, but obviously they are in many 
parts of Orkney and have been for many years now.

For those of you not familiar with the NZ flatworm (and who would 
want to be?), here’s a description from an article in the 2013 OFC 
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bulletin by B. Boag and R. Neilson of the James Hutton Institute, 
Dundee. -
“New Zealand flatworms are usually found during the day, often 
curled up like a Swiss roll, under pieces of wood, stone or polythene 
lying on bare earth.   They are relatively flat compared with 
earthworms, are pointed at both ends and covered with a sticky 
mucus.   They can vary in colour but usually have a dark brown 
upper surface with a lighter beige speckled border which extends to 
cover the ventral surface.  Flatworms can also vary greatly in shape 
from long and narrow (up to 15 cm) to short and relatively fat.  They 
produce egg capsules which look like small, shiny blackcurrants.”

So please, whilst enjoying 
y o u r g a r d e n s a n d 
allotments, take time to 
look out for NZ flatworms. 
They may be found under 
stones, plastic, wood etc 
and you may also see their 
eggs as per the illustration. 
You can find many more 
illustrations on the internet 
of course.

I n a d d i t i o n , w e a r e 
interested in the numbers 

of earthworms you find in your ground, as they are, as many of you 
will know, the prey of the NZ Flatworm and so their abundance, or 
lack of it, is also an indicator of the presence, or absence, of 
flatworms.

A recording sheet is included on the back page if you wish to use it, 
but please feel free to add any other information to it and/or the 
table opposite that you think may be of interest and also any photos 
you have taken.  All records will be given to the Orkney Wildlife 
Information and Records Centre (OWIRC) and thus add to our 
understanding of the local distribution of both flatworms and 
earthworms throughout the County.

Some useful information on earthworm species can be found by 
googling 'Guide to British earthworms OPAL'

The main questions we are hoping you can help with are, therefore,  
as follows -

Please send responses to Jenny Taylor, jenny@jtlarch.co.uk, 
or by post to 25 Grieveship Brae, Stromness, Orkney, KW16 
3BG and we will, in due course, let you know what the main 
findings are on our website, Facebook page and through the 
2021 bulletin.

Are flatworms to be found in your garden/ round your house?

Have you ever found a flatworm there? (Give year if possible)

Are earthworms plentiful there, or are earthworms very scarce or 
apparently absent?

Any other observations :

Your Name/Address/Contact Details :
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