
Matthew 5:1-12  

We just sang about courage and that makes me think of Greta Thunberg who’s an incredibly 

courageous and bold prophet of our time. In September she went to the United Nations 

Climate Action Summit in New York and said to the wealthy and powerful people of this 

planet: “This is all wrong. I shouldn’t be up here. I should be back in school on the other side 

of the ocean. Yet you all come to us young people for hope. How dare you!”1 Because of her 

message she encounters persecution, ridicule and scorn. Even those who do believe she is 

right in calling for change before it is too late, question everything: Will my changing to 

energy-efficient light bulbs, using ENJO cloths for cleaning instead of chemicals and buying 

organic and local whenever possible make any difference? Can we still save the planet? The 

obstacles to a healthier and greener world are many and great. Greta however does not 

seem bothered; she carries on with the proclamation of her message. She’s a modern-day 

hero and a prophet crying out in the wilderness to those who don’t want to listen. 

So like Jesus. Today’s passage from Matthew is the beginning of his sermon on the Mount 

which, in part at least, is his ‘How dare you’ speech to the Pharisees and teachers of the law 

as well as the Roman empire who oppressed the nation of Israel. 

The Beatitudes can be split into two groups. The first one describes the condition of those 

who are struggling in this world: the poor, the bereaved, the meek and the oppressed. To 

them Jesus gives comfort and blessing. The rich, the happy, the proud and the oppressors 

don’t need it but those who are down in the dumps do. Jesus blesses them with all his heart. 

The second part of the reading addresses those who act according to the values of the 

Kingdom of God: who show mercy to others, who are pure and act with integrity, who bring 

reconciliation and those who align themselves with the deprived of this world. Jesus tells 

them: well done, good and faithful servants! The Kingdom is yours already! 

On the flip side this is a passage of condemnation to all those who oppress, persecute and 

wage war – how dare you! Your kingdom will cease. 

The outcome of the two ways of living is vastly different. If one embraces the world’s way of 

life, where wealth, status and influence is important and where one’s chief end is to acquire 

more goods and better reputation among powerful friends, one ends up living in fear of 

losing all that has been acquired and in competition to everybody else – after all we want to 

be better and have more than them. That’s a very unhealthy way of living. 

The other way is the Jesus’ way, the way of the Kingdom of heaven. That way encourages us 

to embrace the values of the kingdom in our daily walk – humility, justice, mercy, integrity. 

When we live that way, we look on others with compassion, seeing in them God’s children 

in need of love and support. We don’t feel the need to prove ourselves by tearing another 

down but instead we lift them up and build them up, without considering our own position 

or standing. 

 
1 Spill the Beans, issue 33, p. 94. 



The scary part of that way of living is vulnerability. In order to embrace the Jesus way of life, 

we need to accept life as it is, without struggling to get more out of it. We accept life as it is 

with its inevitable ups and downs. We let go of our need to strive for more and better and 

faster. We know bad times are part and parcel of life as much as the good. We know we will 

fail; we know we’re only human. Can you sense the peace that comes with this attitude to 

life?  

When we let go of our desire to succeed in the eyes and on the terms of this world, we 

embrace a completely different set of values and priorities in life. We then begin to strive to 

extend God’s Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven, we struggle for peace and justice, we 

extend kindness to strangers, the downtrodden and those whom the world does not 

appreciate and downright ignores. We then don’t feel the need to think twice about whom 

we help because we know our chief end in life is to help in the name of Jesus who never 

thought twice about reaching out to those the world despised. Once when he did, the 

Canaanite woman snapped back:  "Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 

master's table." Jesus accepted her correction with great humility and healed her daughter.  

It’s not for us to choose who we help. It’s for us to choose whether we serve Jesus or 

ourselves and our own interests. ‘I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. 

Now choose life’ (Deuteronomy 30:19) 

Now when I did what I do best – chastised you and myself to death, I want to turn the tables 

once again. How do you read the Beatitudes? If I’m not mistaken and if you’re not much 

different to me, you probably think something like this: “Blessed are the meek, for they will 

inherit the earth.” – Am I humble enough? “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 

mercy.” I need to be more merciful in my dealings with others. And so, it goes. Am I right? 

We see the Beatitudes as a set of conditions under which Jesus will bless us. We don’t see 

the Beatitudes as Jesus blessing us.  

And yet he does. He blesses us. He loves us. He cares for us however uncaring, thoughtless 

and stubborn we are. He knows we are and will be. It’s only when we accept his love, his 

unconditional desire to bless us regardless of what we do, think or say, that we become 

changed. 

Jesus changes us by showering love on us. Love of God comes first. Knowing ourselves 

loved, cherished and worthy in God’s eyes is what changes us. Fundamentally the world 

teaches us how unlovable we are. That’s why God loves us first rather than giving us any set 

of demands or commands. He just loves us and blesses us. He loves us so much that he died 

for us. We remember and celebrate that love today in the sacrament of the Lord’s Table, 

our communion with him. Feel that love as you partake of the elements of bread and wine 

today.  

Sensing that love in our lives makes wonders to who we become. We blossom under the 

rays of that love and become more loving ourselves. Then we embrace kindness, 

compassion, integrity. Not as a set of demands placed upon us but as a harvest of love sown 

by God in our souls. 



That’s a good example to emulate in our dealings with others. Let’s not expect one another 

to do or be anything. Let’s love one another first. Deeply and truly, without conditions or 

strings attached. Let’s love one another just as we are. When we do, we might just see the 

blossoms of that love spring up all over the place. Amen.  

 


