
A walk round Kirkwall lasting 1 hour 15 mins 

Start at the peace pole at King St Halls with a short prayer: Creator God, as we embark on this walk 

round Kirkwall, may we feel your presence on the way. Nurture within us an appreciation of the 

different facets of the local community and may we be enriched by the experience. Amen. 

Walk down the road to Queen Street. Turn left into St Catherin’s Place and turn right into Cromwell 

Road. Walk along to the junction. Turn let here onto Shore Street. Pausing, look out the marina and 

Kirkwall Bay beyond and reflect on this poem by Robert Rendall called the yacht sings: 

The yacht sings, and with white wings outspread 

Leaps over the waves. The bubbling wake 

Reckless with joy writes its chronicle 

In dancing foam, and our small white boat 

Glides on. In this magic hour mind 

And imagination draw to themselves 

New sense of beauty in sun and sky. 

Sea and islands mingle in delight, 

The bright horizon bounding all. Tide 

And wind wrestle, and with flashing spray 

Sprinkle the ocean. We too, are seized 

In a wild happiness and a mood 

Of strange freedom and release. 

Continue walking along Shore Street and into harbour street, past Kiln Corner roundabout and onto 

Ayre Road. 

At roundabout cross over and keeping to the right, take the pathway round model yachting pond. At 

this point we appreciate the bird life that is attracted to the water – the Mute Swans which are a 

permanent fixture (apart from flying to the sea sometimes and then returning to the fresh water). 

Other birds are generally migratory viz. Ducks i.e. mallards, teal, goldeneye and scooters. Other birds 

would include cormorants and gulls. When you’ve reached the opposite side, at the model yachting 

shed, walk up the path towards Pickaquoy Road. Cross road at zebra crossing and turn right. Walk a 

short distance and turn left onto Muddisdale Road. Take first left and walk past Glaitness School, 

veering right walk past Orcades Hostel and keep walking until you reach a house called Ayre View. 

Turn left and follow path up the ‘brae’ until you reach the top. Turn left again and pause to take in 

the view over Kirkwall. The new houses you have just passed are Housing Association houses and we 

thank God for the monies from central government available to the local Housing Association and 



Local Authority for the financial assistance to make the houses possible. We pray that decent 

housing becomes more readily available to people in this country who are in need of proper shelter 

for their families. 

Continue to walk down Glaitness Road until you reach the junction and turn left onto High Street 

followed by Wellington Street. At the bottom of Wellington street cross Junction Road onto Main 

street followed by Victoria street and Broad Street (in other words just keep walking in a straight 

line). At the Cathedral consider these words written by a Norwegian and translated by Ernest 

Marwick: 

I walk alone in the evening clear 

On dear familiar ground, 

And voices from the past I hear: 

The sound is a living sound.. 

You men of Agder, from your graves 

That Church like a glory springs: 

Its tower is a sign, above the waves,  

To the steadfast heavenly things. 

The notes die sweetly on the air 

Of the bells that mark each hour: 

Though dreamy now is the tale they bear, 

That church was an urgent power! 

Mighty it was on sea and Strand- 

Through all forget the past, 

It will speak of race and motherland 

While its glorious walls shall last. 

Walk on past the Cathedral and the Reel and turn right taking you up the Strynd. At the top turn left 

and walk to the peace pole at King Street Halls. 


