
Pilgrimage around Kirkwall 
 

You’re at the Kirkwall East church. This is a place of worship of a vibrant Church of Scotland 

congregation. In front of it you can see a peace pole – a visible prayerful cry for peace in the world. 

From this point we invite you to walk around Kirkwall with us and with the words of the Lord’s 

Prayer – words so well known and expressing our deepest desires and convictions.  

Here we start with: ‘Our Father who art in heaven’ as within the setting of a worshipping community 

we feel the privilege to call God our Father who’s the ground and source of our being and doing. 

He’s the reason we exist. 

Now with your back facing the church turn left and follow the road until you come to the bend and 

intersection. Follow straight ahead along Copland’s Lane and then turn right into Palace Road. At the 

bottom you will find the St Magnus Cathedral. In this venue that invites praise for a great Creator, in 

this place where people praised God for centuries we say with those we went before us and will 

come after us: ‘Hallowed be thy name’. Spend a few moments breathing in the quietness and peace 

of this place.  

On the other side of Palace Road you will see the Bishop’s and Earl’s Palaces. The words of the 

prayer follow: ‘thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven’. We strive in the 

church and the public sphere to make the world a better place but we fail. We recognise we need 

God’s help with it – God’s perspective, God’s compassion, God’s wisdom. 

Turn left into Victoria Street and contemplate the words: ‘give us this day our daily bread’. Look at all 

the local shops providing all the things we need and more. It’s God’s hand sustaining us through 

them. Our God is a caring and loving God. 

Cut across any lane to join Junction Road. Turn right and follow until you arrive at the site of the 

local Foodbank. Here we pray: ‘and forgive us our sins’ as we admit we fail to even feed everyone in 

this country, let alone in the world. We fail to care and support one another. We fail in our mutual 

love for other human beings and God’s creation at large. 

Follow Junction Road until you arrive at the Harbour: ‘just as we have forgiven those who have 

sinned against us’. When we look at the sea and sky, God melts our hard hearts. Nature is often 

God’s way of speaking to his creatures. 

Turn right and walk along the harbour, then turn right and follow Broad Street. On your left you will 

find St Olaf’s Wynd with the site of St Olaf’s kirk, one of the first churches in Orkney. ‘and don’t lead 

us to temptation but deliver us from evil’. On this spot people have sheltered from evil, suffering and 

trouble, searching for God’s comfort and help.  

Follow the main shopping street bending to the right until you find yourself at the sycamore tree. 

‘and yours is the Kingdom’ – God’s Kingdom is growing strong in the midst of our daily lives, whether 

we invite it or not, whether we see it or not, whether we appreciate it or not. 



Follow ahead and then turn left into a little lane called the Strynd. ‘the power’. A stream used to run 

through it which reminds us of God’s persistence and power like that of water. There’s much truth in 

the saying: ‘A water drop hollows a stone not by force, but by falling often.’ 

Walk up the Strynd and turn left towards the East Church where we finish with the sentence: ‘and 

the glory are yours forever. Amen.’ This, as any other, worshipping community glorifies God through 

worship and action. This, as any other, congregation strives for peace among its own members, in 

the community and in the world. Thank God for inspiring us always to do so. 

We hope this walk blessed you and that God will continue to walk as you leave this place. 


