
1 Samuel 16: 1-13  

Today’s is a well-known story from the Bible. God rejected Saul as king who is still 

formally king over Israel. God is on the move though already and requires Samuel, his 

prophet, to be so too. Samuel had great loyalty for Saul – maybe because he himself 

anointed him king, maybe because he didn’t want to be said to have been wrong in 

elevating him to his position or maybe because he humanly loved Saul as a human being.  

The Bible tells us that he grieved over Saul. When in chapter 15 God tells Samuel: ‘‘I 

regret that I have made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has not 

carried out my instructions.’ Samuel was angry, and he cried out to the Lord all that 

night.’ (v. 11) When he confronted Saul and the king did not repent, this broke Samuel’s 

heart again. Verse 35 reads: ‘Until the day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, 

though Samuel mourned for him.’ 

He genuinely grieved for the man’s fall from God’s grace and favour. Anointing another 

as king would seal Saul’s fate. That is why Samuel was reluctant to do that. Reluctantly 

or not though, he does go and do what God tells him to. 

Here we witness a scene which is close to many Christians’ hearts. We have seven sons 

of Jesse, all of them handsome and tall but none of them is considered fit to be king in 

God’s judgement. God utters famous sentence: ‘The Lord does not look at the things 

people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.’ 

(v. 7b) God chooses David, the youngest son, equally handsome and tall as the rest, and 

yet the youngest of them all, not considered man enough to take part in family sacrifice. 

The Lord, we are told, looks at the heart. The heart of David who, as we know from 

further reading of the Bible, will be a great king, will fight many enemies of the Lord but 

will also do atrocious things like seduce a married woman, kill her husband in cold blood 

and marry her – along with 1000 other wives and concubines. That is the man God 

chooses on the basis of the goodness of his heart? 

There seems to be no rhyme nor reason for God’s choices. God’s selection is well beyond 

human understanding. We are all flawed people amid other flawed people. There is no 

escaping that fact. And yet God chooses us to be his messengers, his hands and feet in 

this world.  

Today we begin our two-Sunday stewardship season when we concentrate on God’s gift 

of talents to us. The question for us to ponder isn’t – has God given me a talent to use? 

Instead we should think of what talent I have and how can I best use it for his glory.  

And this doesn’t mean we necessarily need to do more and be busier. The question is – 

how can we do what God wants us to do best? This probably means letting go of some 

tasks in order to do the ones God wants us to perform.  



I recently tried Fair Isle knitting. It was exhilarating even though not terribly successful. I 

love the idea of knitting, I like doing it, I love hearing about prayer shawl ministries, 

about people who knit various items to give out to others in need. My heart longs to be 

one of them. But it’s not my ministry. So, every few months, when I remember, I can still 

knit a few rows of the slipper socks I’ve been knitting for the last 10 years and get the 

pleasure out of that but deep down I know this is not what God wants me to devote my 

life to. I can serve him in other ways and will endeavour to do so. 

‘How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill 

your horn with oil and be on your way’. Stop mourning for who you are not and what you 

can’t do but instead embrace the glorious human being God created and wishes to use. 

 

We need to carefully listen to God’s voice, discern his will for our lives repeatedly and, 

however unhappy or unsure we are about his choices, be on our way to the next adventure 

God sends us on. I wish us all faithfulness enough to do that. Amen.  


