
Luke 11:1-13  

Today we’re going to start with two questions. Please speak to your neighbours about 

those two: Why don't people pray? Why do people pray? 

The Gospel according to Luke puts far greater emphasis on prayer than the other Gospels. 

It’s got Jesus praying a lot and definitely before any action or decision. Thus we see him 

praying at his own baptism, before choosing the twelve disciples, before asking them who 

they think Jesus is, before transfiguration experience on the mountain and now before his 

disciples ask him to teach them to pray.  

Prayer was an important part of Jesus life. The disciples saw it and they wanted to be 

taught to pray like that. We often feel the same – we want to pray but don’t know how or 

where to start. Sometimes it’s life experiences that prevent us from coming to God in 

prayer. I vividly remember Rev John Bell from the Iona Community preaching in 

Amsterdam one time about prayer. He mentioned another church he preached on prayer 

in and how he used female pronouns for God and called God Mother of us all rather than 

the customary Father. There was a lady who came to him after the service with tears in 

her eyes and thanked him for helping her pray again. She had been abused by her father 

and so calling God father was really problematic as it conjured up all the wrong images 

and connotations. She thus never prayed. But now she could. 

Now it never occurred to me that someone who had been abused might not feel 

comfortable addressing God as Father. But suddenly it made perfect sense and I was 

delighted to learn that there are different ways of praying rather than one rigid one.  

Maybe all of us need to learn how to pray over and over again.  

Another difficult thing about prayer is that we don’t always get what we want. I 

encouraged you to think about your unanswered prayers before we started worship today. 

All of us have them. How do we square that up with the text like today’s: ask and it will 

be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you? Many 

lack food and basic necessities, people die even though we pray for their healing, some 

can’t have children even though they pray for one, there are wars and violence the world 

over even though we pray for peace. How does that make sense? 

I think what this passage teaches us today is persistence in prayer. We can confidently 

approach God as a friend (like in the parable – that’s another way of approaching God 

other than Father) knowing that he listens. God is all about relationship and prayer is a 

vital part of building that relationship. We can’t build a friendship without speaking to 

one another. God sees a far bigger picture than we do and so sometimes the answer will 

be ‘no’ because that’s not God’s plan for the person, community or the world. Sometimes 

it will be a ‘let’s wait’ for the same reasons. Maybe the timing is wrong. Maybe we’ll 

never know the answer why not.  



But Jesus encourages us to be persistent in prayer, persistent in building the relationship 

with God and being immersed in him. That’s the true purpose of prayer. Not a vending 

machine type prayer where we press the right button and the product pops out but 

deepening of the bond between you and God.  

Sometimes just merely being there can change how we feel. Brian Stoffregen in his 

exegetical notes on today’s passage from Luke cites the following story: ‘I remember 

being a part of an impromptu discussion among some high school kids. One of the boys 

had recently lost a sister in a car accident. Some in this group confessed that they had 

thought about going over a visiting after the accident, but they didn't know what to do or 

what they should say. However, one of the friends didn't let his fears keep him away. He 

had spent most of that day with his friend. He admitted that he didn't know what to do or 

say either. The one who had lost his sister said that what was most important to him at 

that time was just somebody being there with him. He thanked the one who had visited. 

Even though he couldn't do anything or say anything that would change the tragedy, his 

presence was a great help and greatly appreciated.’
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You know this story in a myriad of versions. Maybe one day you were that boy who 

experienced a tragedy or sadness of some kind and no one came to visit. Maybe you were 

the friends who didn’t come because they didn’t know what to say. If it was you, please 

remember what a huge difference it makes that someone cares to turn up, ask how you’re 

doing, cares enough about you to be with you in your difficulties. Never let your 

inadequacy win – go and be present. Maybe something you were like that boy who did go 

and visit – regardless of how insecure he felt going in. It made all the difference.  

Prayer is very much like that. We might not have the words but simply being in God’s 

presence makes all the difference. Changing who you are and how you react to those 

around you. 

Some say Scripture is a lens through which we see God. In the same spirit I’d say then 

that prayer is like a contact lens. You might not be able to see the difference immediately 

on the outside but it sure makes a difference to the person wearing it. Only through the 

lens of prayer are we able to see the world from God’s perspective. Let’s not delay then 

but start with whatever we can bring right now – be it doubts, faithful silence, worries or 

praise. Let’s spend a few moments in prayer now.  

Amen. 
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