
John 13:31-38 

The first thing I noticed about the Gospel of John reading for today is its setting. 

Beautiful words about loving one another are sandwiched in between the departure of 

Judas who went out to betray Jesus and Jesus telling Peter that he will deny even 

knowing him that very night. What happened to that close-knit group of friends and 

disciples of Jesus? Even before Jesus died, the group is disintegrating before his very 

eyes. What could he possibly say to them that would stem that tide? 

He tells them to love one another. Love is a mark that others will recognise. Love is the 

only force that can keep them together. 

The disciples were in the midst of uncertain times – upheaval and change were upon them 

but they didn’t know it at that point. Jesus spoke about this and warned them it was 

coming but they didn’t believe him, thought he was dramatising and those things will not 

happen. Later that day they will see for themselves as he’s arrested in the garden. The 

following day they will see as he’s crucified. On Saturday they will see as they are 

completely bereft and alone, utterly confused and lost in this new reality. But from 

Sunday they will start regrouping and rebuilding, redefining their ministry and mission. 

We are in an uncertain time like that too. First of all politically. We are nearing the 29
th

 

March when we will leave the European Union. So far there is no plan and no agreement. 

We don’t know how our economy and our everyday lives will be affected. But that’s the 

time to heed Jesus’ words: ‘love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another.
 
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.’ 

Love those you disagree with. Love those you are leaving. Love those you are staying 

with. Love the most vulnerable among you. 

It’s only too tempting to look after our own needs only – after all our own well-being is at 

stake. But at the crucial time Jesus called us to love one another – especially those who 

are underpaid, those who are exploited, those we have power over. Today we mark 

Fairtrade Fortnight and remind ourselves that through the power of our wallets we can 

show love to those who work hard for us. Fairtrade Fortnight materials put it this way: 

‘We have power over people in Cote d’Ivoire, through our trading relationship with them 

– they grow the food that we eat, day by day. Is this trading relationship also a 

relationship of love? 

We have the power of our wallets. We can choose a relationship of love when we buy in 

ways which are fair, which help to rebalance the scales of trade. We have the power of 

citizens. We can choose a relationship of love by telling our politicians that we want to 

see living incomes for everyone we trade with. We have the power of refusing to exert 

power. We can choose a relationship of love when we refuse to accept trade which 

exploits others.’
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Equally we’re in very uncertain times in the Church too. Numbers and finances are 

falling, there are fewer ministers to fill the vacancies and the model of one minister per 

charge is no longer viable. How we respond to that challenge is a choice. Will we guard 

jealously the status quo, shouting that this is my building, this is my congregation, this is 

my way and my tradition? Or will we be open to Jesus’ call to love one another, finding a 

way forward together and following where God is leading us – through the sometimes 

unpleasant or uncomfortable but trusting that God’s way is the Way? 

We are like those first disciples about to disperse in the night. Will we heed Jesus’ call in 

all aspects of our lives? Amen.  


