
Tobit 10:1-6; 11:1-17; 12:1-22; Luke 15:11-32  

Today, as we look at the last part of the Book of Tobit, all comes good. Tobias and his 

wife Sarah travel back to Tobias’ home. Raphael suggests going ahead of Sarah to his 

father Tobit – of course he wants to heal his blindness without the commotion of the 

travelling party: the couple had received half of Raguel’s possessions – male and female 

slaves, oxen and sheep, donkeys and camels, clothing, money, and household goods. 

The two – and the dog – go ahead of the main party. Anna, just like the father in the 

parable of the lost son, impatiently waits for her son, straining her eyes to see whether he 

is maybe on his way. And he is! What joy! What relief! She runs back to alert her 

husband that the boy returned! 

Raphael reminds Tobias of the healing properties of the gallbladder and tells him what to 

do. This should come as no surprise as we are aware of them too – most of us had at some 

point in our lives taken cod liver oil either in liquid form or as tablets. We heard of 

Omega 3-fatty acids which lower our triglyceride levels thus decreasing the risk of heart 

disease and stroke. We know also that people in ages past have used the same medicines 

but in slightly different ways. The point remains that Tobias uses natural medicine to heal 

his father’s cataracts – and it seems to work immediately. 

Tobit, with his eyesight restored, now greets his daughter-in-law, a party follows (another 

one as they had one already in Ecbatana with Sarah’s family). Tobit and Tobias then 

think of payment to Raphael who was hired to go with Tobias. Both unanimously agree 

he deserves half of what they brought back with them – which was everything they got as 

dowry and then the sum he went for in the first place which Gabael held in trust for Tobit 

for 20 years. This shows on one hand the gratitude of them for all they received from 

Raphael – breaking of the curse over Sarah, healing of Tobit, arranging the marriage of 

Tobias and Sarah, all this on top of accompanying Tobias on his journey and retrieving 

the money from Media which he was originally hired for. This also shows that Tobias is 

very much Tobit’s son – he displays the same generosity of spirit as his father had done 

all his life. Can you imagine giving away 50% of your earnings when you’re struggling to 

survive from one week to the next? We often struggle giving 10% of our income back to 

God, let alone giving half of what we own to a hired hand! 

It reminds me of a story – and I know I keep repeating it, but it really struck me. There 

was a time I worked as a stewardship consultant, visiting churches and speaking to them 

about management and care of what God entrusted to us, be it money, talents, time, 

creation or relationships. After one of the meetings I was speaking to a man and in the 

course of the conversation revealed that I do give 10% of my income back to God – some 

of it goes to the churches and some to charities of various sorts. He laughed and said it’s 

because I earn peanuts. Had I been earning as much as he did, I wouldn’t do it as the 

sums involved would be much bigger. But I don’t think so. 10% is the same percentage 

every time. The more we earn, the more we can keep after deducting the 10%. It doesn’t 

need to be money either – if you make wooden horses, it’s every tenth horse, if you make 

Barbie dolls, it’s every tenth Barbie doll, every tenth cabbage you grow, every tenth of 



whatever you produce. And it is not about tax of any kind but about trust. Do we trust 

that the God who provided us with the income we have, will keep on providing if we give 

the tenth of it back to him? 

The Book of Tobit must have been written for educational and formational purposes – the 

speech of Raphael, before he tells Tobias and Tobit who he is, is full of reinforcement of 

what they already do – giving and generosity. Was that the reason why God looked out 

for them via Raphael over the years, including this last spell? We don’t know but, in any 

case, it’s the giving of money as well as time that’s praised in a God worshipper.  

Raphael then reveals who he is. He says, ‘I am Raphael, one of the seven angels who 

stand ready and enter before the glory of the Lord.’  

Raphael’s name means ‘it is God who heals’. He’s therefore the angel who brings God’s 

healing as he did to both Sarah and Tobit. In Christian tradition he’s associated with the 

angel stirring the pool of Bethesda which we know from the Gospel of John where Jesus 

meets a paralytic waiting for the pool to be stirred but has no one who could throw him 

into its healing waters. 

Raphael’s name only appears in the Book of Tobit hence he’s largely unknown among 

Protestants. He’s quite popular among Catholics though, there are many sculptures and 

depictions of him in many churches. He’s also got his own feast day celebrated on the 

29th September.  

Raphael explicitly points to generosity and giving as values worthy of a true worshipper 

in exile. There is another characteristic that is praised too though, even though it might 

not be spelled out in quite so many words. It’s perseverance in the face of obstacles or 

failure.  

Tobit kept on burying the bodies of his fellow Israelites who fell victim to the oppressive 

regime of Assyria. To him, giving them a decent burial and therefore according the final 

dignity was paramount and that’s why he did it repeatedly. He did it, knowing that he 

could die for defying the authorities, he did it even after his property was confiscated and 

he had to flee the punishment. He came back and immediately returned to his old ways. 

He believed that’s what God wanted him to do.  

Sarah and Raguel kept on trying to find her a husband. They failed 7 times and yet were 

undeterred in trying again. That’s not to say that they believed they would be successful 

the next time – after all Raguel dug a grave for Tobias on his wedding night as he didn’t 

believe he would survive it. And yet they tried repeatedly, believing that in her marriage 

lies their wellbeing, happiness and ultimately their future.   

That’s why the Book of Tobit is a book for today. In many ways Christians in the west 

are in exile – the secular society around us is dismissive of the claims of Christianity and 

indifferent to our existence and witness. Like Tobit and Sarah’s families we need to 

figure out what it means to be faithful to God in a changed landscape and follow up on it. 



Like both Tobit and Sarah, whether we believe we will be successful or not, we need to 

persevere in our faithful witness to God’s love in the world. The Book of Tobit carries a 

promise that one day, our efforts will be richly rewarded. Amen.  


