
John 18:28-40  

Today we’re looking at a part of Jesus’ journey to the cross. The big question of the 

passage is ‘What is truth?’ asked by Pilate. Pilate was the most powerful man in the 

province, known for his ruthlessness – he was recalled once after a particularly bloody 

massacre in Samaria. Even though he lives in Caesarea Maritima, he’s in Jerusalem for 

the festival. Why? Maybe because it was Passover when Jews celebrated God freeing 

them from the hand of their oppressors in Egypt and letting them go. Potential for riots? 

Certainly. It’s better to be close by, just in case. 

When Jesus said: ‘the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. 

Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.’, Pilate asked: ‘What is truth?’ He didn’t 

really wait for an answer as he left immediately but we will stay with this question a 

while.  

The word ‘truth’ appears in Matthew once and in Luke and Mark three times each. In 

John it appears 25 times. We read in the Gospel of John that grace and truth came 

through Jesus, whoever lives by the truth comes into the light and that worshippers must 

worship in the Spirit and in truth. The well known passage from chapter 8 says also: ‘the 

truth will set you free.’  

Similarly the word ‘true’ appears once in each of the Synoptic Gospels but 23 times in 

the Gospel of John. The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world, 

the true worshippers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, God’s and Jesus’ 

testimony about Jesus is true. Jesus is also the true bread of heaven.  

Truth is then an important concept in John’s theology. What is truth then? Parkland high 

school shooting took place last month in Florida. 17 people are dead and 17 others 

wounded. The suspect, a 19-year-old, has been identified by witnesses and arrested. The 

Parkland high school gunman will now plead guilty if the death penalty is taken off the 

table. The pleas "guilty" and "not guilty" have nothing to do with whether or not a person 

committed a crime, but instead how they want their proceedings to go. There’s a big 

difference between a finding of “not guilty” and “innocent” too. The not guilty plea may 

mean the defendant says he didn’t commit the crime. But it also may mean the defendant 

thinks the state doesn’t have enough evidence to provide guilt “beyond a reasonable 

doubt.” The American criminal justice system, ideally anyway, honours the idea that, if 

the state is going to deprive a person of one’s freedom - or life - it ought to be held to a 

very high standard of proof. With all those intricacies of the law in mind, what is truth? 

In an article in the Washington Post from Wednesday we read: ‘A tweet can wreak havoc 

in a few hundred characters, as demonstrated in April 2013 when someone hacked the 

Associated Press Twitter account and claimed that explosions at the White House had 

injured President Barack Obama. There were no explosions — and Obama was fine — 

but the Dow Jones average sank by 100 points in two minutes. Stock markets swiftly 



recovered once the truth came out. Twitter, however, remained a breeding pool for false 

information.’
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The article describes a recent study of all Tweets between 2006 and 2017. It turns out 

false news spreads faster, farther and deeper than true news. True tweets get up to 1,000 

followers but false news up to 100,000. Falsehoods are also 70% more likely to be passed 

on – or retweeted as we call it – than truth. It seems to be because there’s more novelty in 

lies which appeals to folk. In his reaction to all this one of the executive directors of 

Twitter replied in a very Pilate-like fashion: ‘we are not arbiters of truth.’ Ouch! 

In the world of fake news, untruths, half-truths, outright lies and manipulation of truth, 

what is truth? Had Pilate waited for a reply, maybe Jesus would have told him what he 

had told his disciples earlier: ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.’  

‘Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.’ If we listen to Jesus and are on the side of 

truth, we respond to it and act on it. 

Jesus’ journey to the cross has been a long one as no one wanted to act on truth and take 

responsibility for giving the final verdict. First Judas hands him over to the Romans 

soldiers and Temple guards; they pass him on to Annas who in turn passes him to 

Caiaphas who hands him over to Pilate who then asks the crowd to take the decision. No 

one wants to take responsibility for the death of this man. The religious authorities 

already failed a number of times to stone him. Would it be because they know his case is 

not straightforward at all and there’s nothing much really to convict him for? 

There is a cartoon on Facebook showing Jesus and a man sitting together on a bench. The 

man asks Jesus somewhere along the lines: Why do you allow so much evil in world? 

Hunger, wars, poverty, displacement? Jesus says: Funny you should say that. I was about 

to ask you the same thing.  

We tend to think of something bad happening in the world and say to ourselves: ‘they’ 

should do something about it! Who is ‘they’? Shouldn’t our ‘they’ turn into ‘us’? 

Somebody needs to take responsibility at some point. Somebody needs to act on the truth. 

Why not us? Why not now? 

What truth would we act on though? A pastoral care professor, Dr. Tony Everett, talked 

about this image which you see on the front of your orders of service. That box illustrates 

that yes, there is absolute Truth at the centre of everything. Jesus is Truth. But how we 

see it, our perspectives on this Truth do differ. When disagreeing with someone, it is 

helpful to try to see things from their point of view. There are plenty of untruths and lies 

out there (people looking at a whole different box), but especially when dealing with 

people of faith and talking about issues that divide us, we should try to see the Truth from 

their point of view. 
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 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2018/03/08/fake-news-spreads-farther-

faster-deeper-than-truth-study-finds/?utm_term=.d5a2d541c9e0.  
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I’ll finish with a quote from the blog of the Zion Lutheran Church. It says that sadly as 

Christians we ‘spend more time and energy listening to sources that divide us and joining 

in the factions that are splitting up our society rather than spending time together listening 

to Jesus. Mainliners listen to and join in on one side. Conservative evangelicals listen to 

and join in on the other side. Perhaps none of us are spending enough time listening to 

Jesus. Perhaps this is a call for all of us to refocus and listen to Jesus. In him, we will both 

hear and belong to the truth.’
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 Amen.  
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 http://zionelginil.org/belonging-to-the-truth/.  
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