
John 3:22-36 

Today I’m going to be repeating a lot of what I had said before – hope you also think it’s 

worth repeating! 

First of all I’ll start with the story of my parents having a walk along the street. They 

stopped in front of this shop window – my mum looked at it and saw a beautiful dress, 

my dad looked at the exact same window and saw a hammer someone had left at the foot 

of the dress. They were looking at one and the same thing but they saw different things, 

they noticed and paid attention to different things. Because they’re different individuals – 

so different in fact that they couldn’t live with each other and split up after 13 years of 

marriage. 

We see the same principle in the Gospels. Authors of them (or groups of authors) are 

different individuals with different perspectives. They pay attention to different things, 

they notice different things, and their memories are then different one from another. The 

synoptic writers: Matthew, Mark and Luke describe John the Baptist as a weirdo hanging 

around in the wilderness, eating honey and locusts. His clothes were made of camel’s 

hair; he had a belt around his waist and constantly shouted that the kingdom of heaven is 

near and so folk need to repent. As far as the synoptic writers were concerned, John was 

someone who stayed away from other people and came close to them only to demand 

they repent and change their ways. He also ministered before Jesus began his own 

ministry.  

Today however we read a description of John the Baptist by John the Evangelist and his 

disciples. And they saw a very different person. Their John the Baptist is meek and mild, 

generous and humble beyond belief. They remember him ministering at the same time as 

Jesus did – at least for a while. He could therefore be jealous of Jesus being in the same 

line of ‘work’ as him – teaching and baptising. His disciples certainly had a problem with 

that. But he doesn’t mind in the least, he’s of such clean heart. He says: ‘person can 

receive only what is given them from heaven.’ He sees both himself and Jesus exercising 

their God-given ministries which are different. There is no rivalry or competition, 

therefore no need to be jealous of one another.  

John’s ministry points to Jesus – the one who comes after me – but the fact that Jesus is 

ministering at the same time as John doesn’t invalidate – in John’s opinion – his own 

ministry. Their ministries are different and hence one doesn’t cancel out the other.  

In any walk of life we can either jealously guard our own position and our own way of 

doing things or we can encourage everyone around us to do what they are good at or what 

they are called to do. Not any less so in the church.  

Again I mentioned this metaphor before and I know it spoke to some of you. Imagine that 

God is like an elephant. We, humans, are blind folk who try to grasp what creature is in 

front of us by touching the elephant. Some then touch his trunk and think that God is long 

and flexible. Some touch the leg and think that God is chunky and short. Some touch his 



belly and think that God is flat. Some touch his ears and think that God is thin and flaps 

back and forth. All of them are right but none of them has the full picture.  

That’s why my deeply held belief is that ministry should be many-hued. My vision of the 

church and the ministry of it is just that – my vision of the church and the ministry of it. 

Someone came to me last week and asked whether I would allow if they did such and 

such a thing in the church. I said yes, of course I would. They then said they will run it 

past me first as it needs to be in line with what I want to do here. But I don’t think so. If 

God’s calling you to do something in the church or on behalf of the church, it’s maybe 

because I wouldn’t do it or think it or be comfortable with it. Or anyone else wouldn’t for 

that matter. But it’s not to say that it’s wrong. It’s simply your ministry and not mine.  

Last year someone came to me and asked – what is the church doing to address this 

issue? I said:  I heard you’ve been doing ABC to address it. That’s what the church is 

doing.  

The Church is not just me, it’s all of us. ‘We’re the church together – all who follow 

Jesus all around the world we’re the church together’. And it’s not just a pretty children’s 

song. You are a vital and integral part of the body of Christ. You are being called to do 

what you are being called to do. Noone else is called to do what you’re being called to 

do.  

So I say at the beginning of this new year: go ahead and do it. Exercise your God-given 

ministry as it’s uniquely yours. Nobody else will do what you think is important. If in 

your heart there is a passion for something, go with it.  

To reinforce that point we’re now going to listen to a dialogue from Spill the Beans 

entitled Who’s The Best?
1
 

Andy: Do you prefer Italian food to Chinese food?  

Ada: Italian.  

Andy: Chicken curry or fish and chips?  

Ada: Fish and chips  

Andy: River City or Coronation Street?  

Ada: Coronation Street Andy: Fact or fiction books?  

Ada: Fiction  

Andy: Who is better, this Minister or the last Minister?  
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Ada: Er, they both had different gifts and talents.  

Andy: C’mon Ada, answer the question.  

Ada: I like them both equally,  

Andy: But if you had to choose who would it be?  

Ada: I am not going to make a choice, Andy!  

Andy: So you don’t want this minister to think you don’t like her?  

Ada: No, I do like her.  

Andy: So it was the last one you didn’t like?  

Ada: No, I liked the last one just as much. They are just different.  

Andy: Ah, so you admit they are different?  

Ada: Absolutely. Andy, where are we going with this? It’s not really about the Minister at 

all is it? Nor even about what kind of food we like?  

Andy: You are too smart, Ada!  

Ada: So what is this about? 

Andy: Well, in this week’s bible reading, there is a discussion going on amongst the 

disciples of John the Baptist, as to whether they should be expressing loyalty to John the 

Baptist or Jesus, as they believed that both men were from God? 

Ada: So, they must decide who to follow?  

Andy: Well, I think that is the long and short of it, Ada, they must decide to ditch John 

and follow Jesus. 

Ada: What does John say about his disciples?  

Andy: Well he tells them that they should follow Jesus, because his work is nearly done. 

Ada: So what do they think about that?  

Andy: Well, that’s the problem. They seem to have this loyalty to John and they want to 

stick by him, and continue to support the work he is doing. 

Ada: Which is of course very noble, but what does John say to them next? 



Andy: Well, I think he suggests that they have much more to learn about God from Jesus 

than they can learn from him. John seems quite humble and accepting that his work is 

nearly done, and is not that hell fire preacher that we all seem to talk about. 

Ada: And so, Andy, is there anything we can learn from this little story?  

Andy: What do you mean, Ada? It is quite clear to me what you have to do is follow 

Jesus. 

Ada: Well, Andy, maybe it is a bit more subtle than that. God calls us into service, and 

we all have something of God in us. John the Baptist was called by God to get people 

ready to meet Jesus and to grow into a deeper and closer relationship with God through 

him. It’s not that one is better than the other, but that both had their reasons God sent 

them to a particular place at a particular time. 

Andy: What... just like he sent us different ministers at different times to do particular 

tasks that God needed done?  

Ada: Exactly, Andy. As soon as people start making things about themselves people 

argue and fight, but when we make it all about God, then we journey deeper into faith and 

understanding of the work God wants us to do in a particular time and place. 

Andy: Oh right, Ada, that makes sense. We shouldn’t get drawn into making choices, but 

we should try and follow where God is leading. 

Ada: Always, Andy. Which means change is always a part of who God is.  

Andy: Yep, and that’s the bit people don’t like. John’s disciples liked what the Baptist 

did, and maybe thought Jesus’ teaching was too accepting or mild for their liking and so 

wanted to stick to what they knew. 

Ada: You are right, Andy.  

Andy: Can you say that again, Ada?  

Ada: Say what again?  

Andy: The bit where you said I am right! 


