
John 10:22-39, 12:12-16 

Today’s passage from John is full of conflict. This is nothing new in John’s Gospel which 

is riddled with conflict. It’s most probably because the community John was part of was 

riddled with conflict. John’s community believed in Jesus while the Jewish neighbours of 

theirs didn’t but also there must have been disagreements within the fold. Nothing new 

under the sun then! 

Today’s scene from chapter 10 is placed during the festival of lights, known as 

Hanukkah. It celebrated the restoration of the temple in 164 BC after its desecration 

under Antiochus Epiphanes. The Word Biblical Commentary explains: ‘Antiochus 

Epiphanes, in pursuance of his policy to establish one religion throughout his empire, had 

forbidden the Jews to maintain their ancestral religion and laws, and ordered them to 

conform to the pagan worship of Zeus. The climax of his attempt to eradicate the Jewish 

worship was to set on the altar in the Jerusalem temple a pagan altar, probably with an 

image of Zeus in his own likeness, and on the 25
th

 Kislev (December 167 BC) sacrifice 

was offered on this altar. In a heroic series of military encounters  Judas Maccabaeus led 

the Jews to victory over the forces of Antiochus; the desolated temple was cleansed and 

refurbished, and on the 25
th

 Kislev 164 BC sacrifice was offered “as the Law commands” 

on the newly built altar of burnt offering. The people joyously celebrated the rededication 

of the altar for eight days, and it was decreed that a like festival be held each year for 

eight days, beginning on the 25
th

 Kislev.’
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The festival takes place in winter then. This is symbolically significant as Jesus is 

surrounded not only by cold weather but also cold hearts. There’s evil intent in the air and 

it shows at every step. In the first part of the reading we have Jews surrounding him in the 

temple and aggressively questioning him, in the second he’s riding into Jerusalem which 

leaves just a few days till his death. The mood of the chapters describing those events is 

mostly sombre and there’s tension in the air. 

In the midst of this Jesus points to the relationship between his identity, his words and his 

deeds. He says: Believe any of that as all of this testifies to one and the same truth. In 

today’s language we would say that Jesus points out his own integrity, his wholeness. 

Can we say the same? Do our words and actions reveal the same person? Do they say the 

same thing? Can we say that either of them reveal who we truly are? How about our 

integrity? Does who we are show in what we say and how we act? Or are they different? 

It’s a tough call as we are so often torn in different directions by our clashing priorities, 

desires and wants. We say one thing, we think another and do yet another. We’re like an 

octopus – you never know which arm is going to stick and where. Too many choices, too 

many temptations. 

Another significant aspect of today’s reading is in verse 36 where Jesus says that he was 

set apart as God’s very own and sent into the world. During this festival of dedication 

Jesus reveals himself as set apart or dedicated by God. During this festival of light Jesus 
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reveals himself as the true light. During this festival of the temple Jesus reveals himself 

as the true temple. Ultimately this festival finds its fulfilment in Jesus and his ministry.  

The fact that Jesus had been sent by God to fulfil his mission, his ends, is highlighted by 

the fact that the Jews tried to seize him but failed. Jesus’ life, ministry and death are all in 

God’s hands and God’s hands only. Nothing can happen to him without God’s say so.  

The next passage from the Gospel according to John brings a very different mood. 

However, as the authors of Spill the Beans point out, ‘if we imagine Jerusalem came to a 

halt for Jesus’ triumphal entry then we are probably very much mistaken. Given there 

was no intervention by the Romans it implies this was a fairly small affair. In retelling it 

after the events of the whole week however, the story has been found to be significant 

(…) only after the crucifixion and only as resurrection beliefs grew did these back-stories 

take on more significant meaning. The back-stories say something about what Jesus 

meant to those who first told them and incorporated them into their community’s 

storytelling.’
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 Verse 16 confirms this when it says: ‘At first his disciples did not 

understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realise that these things had 

been written about him and that these things had been done to him.’ 

The entry of Jesus into Jerusalem is an entry of a victor. It’s with palm branches that the 

Maccabees were welcomed after defeating Antiochus’ forces. The shouts ‘Hosanna’ 

hailed a king. It just shows the strength of the belief in Jesus among a group of his 

disciples. They were victorious, joyful and jubilant. At that point they still didn’t fully 

understand what Jesus was all about. They expected a warrior who will free them from 

the yoke of the Roman oppression. What they couldn’t grasp was that Jesus was a Prince 

of Peace, bringing salvation and a completely different kind of kingdom to what they 

expected. 

Jesus said that his sheep listen to his voice; he knows them, and they follow him. And 

that’s true, even if the sheep don’t understand what they’ve got in front of them. I wonder 

how often we are like that. We are here because we belong to Jesus. We are here because 

we have heard his voice and followed him. And yet so often we don’t really understand 

what he’s about. We have our own expectations, our own ideas and can’t grasp that God 

is always greater than our imaginings. His Kingdom is so much more than we think it 

might be.  

During our Lent Bible study we discussed the phrase used by Jesus at the cross, speaking 

to the repentant criminal: today you will be with me in paradise. Why did he say paradise 

even though he never used this concept before? We came to the conclusion that it must be 

simply because they were both dying and there was neither time nor the inclination to 

expound on the idea of the kingdom of heaven. It was far too abstract for the man in his 

situation. Jesus used a tangible concept that could be easier understood to reassure the 

criminal. And Jesus didn’t lie – it’s just that the reality that was awaiting the criminal was 

so much more than he could have grasped at the time. 
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Jesus knows that we are thick, stubborn and slow to get to grips with what he’s about. Yet 

he loves us with a deep love which took him to the cross. For that we are forever 

thankful. Amen.  


