
Luke 4:14-30 

There’s a beautiful story I’ve been sharing with folks this week. I found it in the daily 

devotional I get on e-mail. It’s called the Reluctant giver: ‘The little boy, for whom the 

words "tow-headed" seemed to have been invented, eagerly ran to the front of the church 

for the children's message.  As they had many times before, most of the children put coins 

into a basket placed in the aisle along the way.  The tow-head ran to the basket and threw 

two coins in with his right hand.  Then he turned back toward the congregation, showed 

his mother his left hand and declared in a flamboyant stage whisper:  "I'm just gonna keep 

this one."   The tow-head's mother waved him over and their heads bent together.  After a 

short exchange, the tow-head trudged back and placed the last coin in the basket.  After 

that, he joined the other kids in the circle.  The coin seemingly forgotten, he sang as 

joyfully and as loudly as any of them.’
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This little boy and his story bring to mind many thoughts. First of all, thank God for God! 

For his love for us regardless of how reluctant we are. But secondly the boy is a prime 

example of how we should behave when challenged. His mum calls him back, explains 

that he should put the money in the basket – and he does it! With no grudging, 

complaining or whining. Instead he sits down with the other children and sings joyfully.  

How difficult is it for us adults to do the same? We do not like to be challenged, 

especially when it’s done publicly as it was done to this little boy. An example of how 

difficult it is can be found in today’s Gospel lesson.  

Jesus reads in his home synagogue. It’s a Jewish practice which Christians have adapted 

for their services: we read the Bible from the lectern and preach from the pulpit. In Art 

and Faith Matters we read: ‘Someone rather pointedly said that the lectern was for the 

inspired word of God while the pulpit was for the uninspired words of the preacher.’
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Quite rightly so. 

So Jesus does what many before him did and many after him will do – he reads Scripture 

in the synagogue as part of worship. The crowds in Jesus’ home synagogue who were 

listening to him were not expecting or wanting to be challenged though. They were 

contented, we read that ‘All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words 

that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.’ 

But then, even though they never said anything, Jesus attacked them. I think what he 

challenged was this pride of their ‘little boy’ growing up to be a well known teacher. 

They were proud of him and of themselves. Maybe they wanted some of his ‘magic’ to be 

displayed among them – after all they taught him what he knew in the first place! They 

raised him to be what he is today! They deserve it! 

There must have been more than a grain of truth in Jesus’ accusations because the crowd 

goes mad! It feels like they had been sleepwalking – doing something without even 
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knowing it. Feeling entitled more than others without even realizing it, admitting to it or 

voicing it. Jesus brings that to the surface. 

And then from those who speak well of him they turn into murderers-to-be in an instant! 

They actually chase him towards the cliff planning to throw him off it. Can you imagine? 

What a change in attitude! But Jesus surprises them again and walks right through the 

crowd into safety. God cannot be contained or brow-beaten into submission. He walks 

right through the crowds – and they let him! There must have been something incredibly 

commanding in his posture that they let him get away like that.   

Do we feel entitled to Jesus? His time, his attention, his miracles and his saving power? 

Do we feel we should be the priority on his agenda? That he should save us first – from 

grief, strife, ill health? That he should save our beloved church first from decline and 

conflict before he goes on to saving the hungry, the lost and the confused? 

Maybe deep in our hearts we do. We feel special to God – better than those other folks 

who don’t understand, don’t do enough or well enough, have wrong theology etc. We 

would like to see God in action in the lives of our loved ones and our church which we 

love – because they’re our priority. Why couldn’t they be God’s too? 

But Jesus says very harsh words in response to this – to his fellow believers and to us: ‘I 

assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut 

for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 
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Yet Elijah 

was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 
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And 

there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of 

them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 

The next miracle might not happen to us. And there is no explanation why not – it just 

might be someone else, maybe someone we don’t like or with whom we deeply disagree 

being sure we are right and they’re wrong. And yet we might not regain our health or 

position but they might, our loved ones might not get married, have children or get a 

good job but theirs might, our church might not flourish 50 years from now but theirs 

might.  

Our lesson from today’s reading is about priorities. Our priorities are not necessarily 

God’s priorities. What we need to do is to tune in to what God is doing and join in with 

him. Even if we are reluctant to do so as we’d rather God prioritized something or 

somebody else. It takes great faith and great courage to do that. To submit to God and 

trust him regardless of whether he’s doing what we want him to or not.  

There’s a powerful message in the fact that this event described in Luke is the first public 

act of Jesus. The very first message – the core of the message – according to the 

Evangelist is that fact that God’s love is wider and greater than our boundaries. God’s 

love extends far beyond the nation of Israel, beyond Great Britain, beyond the Church of 

Scotland, beyond liberals or evangelicals. God’s love is wider than that. If God loves all 

of us, why can’t we love one another? Why does it come with such great difficulty? 



Today Jesus is like the mother from the opening story – nudging us to open our hearts to 

include those we do not want to include. God’s love is wider and so ours should be too. 

Let’s go back to the basket with the coin we’ve been withholding and place it there – and 

then let us join in with God’s children in joyfully praising him. It’s time we learned that 

lesson. Amen.  


