
EXODUS 14: 19-31; PSALM 114; ROMANS 14: 1-12; MATTHEW 18: 21-35  

Today we’re marking our Creation Sunday. Both the Exodus reading and the Psalm 

remind us of powerful ways God made himself known to his people – he led them out of 

slavery into freedom. This was the foundational event in the history of the people of 

Israel and their understanding of their God was based on this act of God. They knew him 

as a librating God.  

How do we see and experience God? There will be as many answers to this question as 

there are people. Many commune with God out in nature – walking along the cliffs, 

through the heather and fields, looking at the sea and skies. Whether we’ve grown up in 

Shapinsay or chose to live here, we do find God in the natural world around us, in the 

seasons of weather and farm work.  

We do experience God in various other ways too though – through the people in our 

lives, people around us, near and far. We see the generations come and go, our 

community changes and we see God working in that – even though sometimes it’s hard to 

see Him in some of those changes.  

We in the church come together for services and Bible studies and we meet God here 

among us. We know Him as an active and powerful God.  

God is trying to liberate us too as he has done with the Israelites. We find ourselves in a 

world where the climate is rapidly changing. We hear of floods, drought and air and sea 

pollution. But we can see some of it here too – the weather is far wetter and windier than 

it’s ever been. We see plastic wash up on our shores. As humanity we reached the point 

of crisis – we need to change our ways to survive and help the world around us survive. 

We maybe understand that but it’s hard to see how a can that we recycle helps that larger 

problem. It’s not too bad if we benefit ourselves, for example when we switch off the 

unnecessary lights, we know that we pay less for electricity.  But whether and how this 

helps the world’s ecosystem? That’s far more difficult to imagine and come to grips with.  

Maybe our parable from the Gospel according to Matthew can help us with that. Stanley 

Saunders in his commentary on this passage explains: 

‘The unforgiving servant is apparently a manager of the highest level, effectively a CFO, 

with control over the movement of vast wealth. The astronomical “debt” or “loan” he 

owes may represent the income he is responsible for producing from those lower on the 

pyramid of patronage. In the Mediterranean economy, the goal was to pass a steady, 

acceptable flow of wealth further up the pyramid, while retaining as much as one could 

get away with for oneself, to be used to grease one’s own way further up the pyramid. 

This slave, who works near or at the very top of the pyramid, may have taken too large a 

share for himself. The reckoning described early in the parable is meant to correct any 

wrongdoing on the part of the slave, but also to send a message to the whole system to 

limit such “honest graft.” In such a case, the only recourse on the servant’s part would be 



to beg for mercy, as this one does to good effect. Disciplining and then restoring such a 

slave might be a better move on the king’s part than finding a replacement. Although the 

king forgives the slave’s enormous “loan,” the slave’s obligation to the king is actually 

intensified. He is likely to be more loyal going forward than less. 

The king’s stupendous act of mercy is, however, neither a private matter nor an act with 

consequences for this slave alone. Wiping this debt off the books has implications for 

everyone down the pyramid, a fact certainly noted by all the clients of this servant. The 

king effectively inaugurates a regime of financial amnesty, a jubilee, not only for one 

slave, but for everyone in his debt.’
1
 

So the king expected a ripple effect of sorts. The warning would go down to everyone not 

to take more than their share and hopefully the balance of the whole system of wealth and 

payment would be restored. Unfortunately already the first person in the chain stops the 

flow of grace and balance.  He reverts to his old ways disregarding what happened to 

him. He reckons what he does does not matter as long as he’s fine. The story that follows 

proves him wrong.  

I wonder whether this is a helpful way of describing what the problem is with our 

approach to climate change. As long as we are fine… We are part of a worldwide chain. 

If we are not part of the solution, we will be a part of the problem. Our actions create a 

ripple effect and so we need to strive to see the bigger picture and our role in it so that we 

can act accordingly. We can’t be like the men in the boat which you can find on your 

orders of service. They’re sitting at one end of the boat and observe two other men at the 

other end of the boat who are desperately trying to prevent the boat from sinking. Their 

short-sighted comment is: Sure glad the hole isn’t at our end. Of course we know this is 

short-sighted as the whole boat will sink eventually. Where the hole is doesn’t matter. 

They need to work together to keep everybody alive – their own lives are at stake! 
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The earth is the home of us all. We are responsible for looking after it. God made us 

stewards of his good resource – the world – and so we are accountable to him for what 

we do with it.  

Eco-Congregation Scotland’s booklet entitled ‘Climate Change – managing your carbon 

footprint’ explains: ‘In caring for what God has created, we care for ourselves, because in 

God’s providence and wisdom our flourishing is dependent on the flourishing of creation. 

To care for what God has created is therefore also to care for each other, and especially 

for the poor and vulnerable.’
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A number of tips for greener life follow. We are encouraged to look for the energy rating 

on the white goods when purchasing new ones. Energy label is like a number plate of 

sorts telling us how energy efficient it is. It grades white goods from A which is the most 

energy efficient to G which is least energy efficient.  

Another green living tip from Eco-Congregation Scotland is recycling both at home and 

in the church or workplace. The local Council is making this easier and easier for us. This 

contributes to reduction of waste going to the landfill.  

The next big piece of advice is not wasting food we buy for our own consumption which 

is a huge problem. Did you know that households waste by far most food? It’s not the 

restaurants, shops and supermarkets but we ourselves by not eating the food we bought 

but throwing it away.  

An article in the Guardian in January 2017 stated: ‘UK households binned £13bn worth 

of food in 2015 that could have been eaten, according to new figures which suggest that 

progress in reducing the national food waste mountain has stalled. (…) Of the food 

thrown away, 4.4m tonnes was deemed to be “avoidable” waste that was edible at some 

point before it was put in the bin or food waste caddy – such as bread that goes mouldy – 

compared with 4.2m tonnes in 2012. (…) That meant the average UK household wasted 

£470 worth of food, which went in the bin when it could have been eaten. The avoidable 

food waste generated 19m tonnes of greenhouse gases over its lifetime – and preventing 

that pollution would be equivalent to taking one in four cars off UK roads, Wrap said.’
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Wrap is a recycling advisory body.  

The problem with that waste is that the production, packaging and transport of all this 

food contribute a lot of carbon dioxide to the atmosphere. If it’s there therefore, let’s eat 

it rather than waste it.  

Today’s reading from the Letter to the Romans ended with a timely reminder: ‘each of us 

will give an account of ourselves to God.’ Let us be part of the solution rather than the 

problem, to God’s glory. Amen.  

                                                 
2
 http://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Managing-Your-Carbon-

Footprint.pdf, p. 1. 
3
 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jan/10/uk-throwing-away-13bn-of-food-each-year-latest-

figures-show.  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2015/aug/12/produced-but-never-eaten-a-visual-guide-to-food-waste
http://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Managing-Your-Carbon-Footprint.pdf
http://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Managing-Your-Carbon-Footprint.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jan/10/uk-throwing-away-13bn-of-food-each-year-latest-figures-show
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jan/10/uk-throwing-away-13bn-of-food-each-year-latest-figures-show

