
Acts 13:1-5,13-16(a),42-47; 14:1-2,21-28 

Today we’re looking at Paul’s first missionary journey. There are several interesting 

things to note about it. 

First, the church in Antioch, where the men set off from, was a very diverse community. 

Among the teachers and prophets, the following are mentioned: Barnabas from Cyprus, 

Simeon called Niger so probably a dark-skinned man, Lucius of Cyrene in Libya, 

Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch and therefore was a member 

of the king’s court) and Saul from Turkey. A wonderfully eclectic group of folks, with 

different backgrounds, coming from different cultures, speaking different languages. This 

proves how already diverse the church was at the very beginning of its existence. 

Those men are the ones commissioned and sent by the church in Antioch to be 

missionaries in Cyprus and the surrounding areas. Clearly, they were best placed to speak 

to a diverse people living in the areas they planned to visit as between them they had the 

skills, knowledge and background which would facilitate this task. Together they were 

also witness to the fact that God’s love is indeed all encompassing and there is room for 

everyone in God’s Kingdom. 

What they did in the towns and villages where this journey took them to was to start in 

the most obvious place – in the synagogue. This was the place where people came to 

listen about God, it was a place which was diverse with not only Jews but also Gentile 

converts and those interested in what was being said but not necessarily committed yet. 

There was also a custom of asking male visitors to speak on the passage which had been 

read. This gave the five a ready forum in which to share the Good News. 

They played to their own strengths too – it was Paul who stood up and spoke every time. 

He was the best and most charismatic preacher hence using him in this instance was the 

best missionary strategy one could wish for. I’m sure others had their strengths which 

were used at other times too. 

When this failed to yield fruit though, only then did they turn to the Gentiles in the area. 

It might seem as if this smacks of second best and crumbs from the rich man’s table. 

However, one needs to start somewhere, and synagogue seemed the best place to start. 

Would they have gone to the Gentiles had they been listened to in the synagogues? One 

would certainly hope so. 

Now that is a great story but what does all of this have to do with us? I quote from Spill 

the Beans: ‘We are multifaceted people of a multifaceted God, each with unique purpose 

and calling brought together to serve. None of us is dispensable, all have something to 

bring without which the body is diminished. God, the Three in One, reveals to us how we 

might offer the gifts we have, how we might weave our skills and our calling together as 

one so that none stands out, so that none become more important than the other, but so 



that all find their place in the rhythm and flow of the music that God calls us to make 

together.’1 

Last week we celebrated Pentecost and this week we build on that. The Spirit came on all 

the Church, the Spirit comes on all of us to send us out, to be the best we can be and thus 

take part in his mission in the world. A few years ago, I likened Christians to pterosaurs – 

very different one from another (we know of about 110 different species of pterosaur) 

and yet all belonging to one order. Similarly, we could all be likened to birds – there are 

currently around 10,000 species of birds known to humankind: from penguins and 

ostriches, through turkeys and flamingos, to oystercatcher and snipe. All of them have a 

unique place in God’s creation and their unique purpose. 

Matthew 6:26 reads: ‘Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away 

in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than 

they?’ 

We too have our place in God’s order, we too have our purpose and a mission. 

Discovering what God has in store for us next and joining with him in the great adventure 

of faith is the calling of a lifetime. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

                                                 
1 Spill the Beans, issue 31, p. 14.  


