
John 6:26-71 

Today’s passage comes right after two miracles described by John the evangelist – one 

seen by the people, one unseen. The first one was the feeding of the 5,000 men – so about 

20,000 people. Jesus performs 7 signs in total in the Gospel according to John and this 

one was the fourth one – the centrepiece. Right after this he escapes the crowd and walks 

on water. The crowds don’t see that and hence at the beginning of our passage they’re 

surprised he’s no longer with them – they can’t figure out how it is he is on the other side 

of the shore already as they’ve seen no boat going across.  

All the crowd want is more signs and an explanation of what they’ve witnessed. They 

cannot make sense of it. They feel there is a connotation with the Moses story where he 

prayed to God in the wilderness and bread was provided for the people of Israel for forty 

years. The crowds wonder whether Jesus can do that for them too. They are after all poor 

peasants and free food would be most welcome.  

The crowds come to Jesus and ask: ‘What sign then will you give that we may see it and 

believe you? What will you do?’ One feeding of the thousands wasn’t enough, they want 

more. Jesus could have pointed to that, he could have told them he walked on water, he 

could have promised to give them more food. He could have given in. But he didn’t. 

Because that’s not what faith in God is about. God is not at our beck and call. We are at 

his. We are to submit ourselves to him entirely and let him change us into his likeness.  

In a world where activism is everything, where we need to prove ourselves over and over 

again, we need to be busy or at least appear to be busy, Jesus points to himself and says: 

stop running around and showing off. I refused to show signs and please the crowds, so 

should you. Instead feed on me. Then you will have life in the relationship with God 

himself.  

That relationship will change you. It will then change the way you treat others around 

you. It cannot not do that. If Jesus is the Bread of Life, if we feed on him daily, if we feed 

on him in communion quarterly, then sooner or later we will look up from that piece of 

bread we’ve been cradling in our hand and see God’s people around us. God’s people 

who disagree with us, who might not like or appreciate us, who blank us out, who are at 

times stubborn, rude and ignorant. But by that time we already know that we are 

stubborn, ignorant and rude too at times. And suddenly somehow it turns out that Jesus, 

in the words of Rodney Sadler Jr., ‘is more than enough to bring us together. Jesus is 

reason enough to find something worth loving in a foreign face; Jesus is cause enough to 

embrace others who wear different skin; Jesus is exactly the reason we need to put aside 

our enmity against those who speak with tongues we cannot decipher. He is reason 

enough to overcome the chasms between us.’
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At last year’s Annual Stated Meeting of the congregation we discussed the possibility of 

holding that meeting in 2019 as part of worship. The Kirk Session agreed and we will 

hold that celebration service on the 31
st
 March.  
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But there was someone who expressed concern at that as people can at times be nasty to 

one another and there should be no room for that kind of behaviour in worship. But I 

hope and pray that having that meeting in worship will be a constant reminder that Jesus 

is indeed the One who brings us together and holds us close in love. I pray that then that 

love will shape our attitude, our thoughts and our actions and the way we disagree with 

one another as we strive to further God’s mission in this place. I pray that that meeting 

will become a celebration of who we are in Jesus – together.  

Before that happens we will come to the Lord’s Table, a powerful reminder of that truth, 

as we celebrate communion together on the 10
th

 March. Again quoting the African 

American lectionary commentator Sadler Jr.: ‘When we drink from his cup, we are 

acknowledging that the blood that saved us has saved others and that, if we wish to spend 

eternity with Christ, we must spend eternity, of necessity, with them also.’
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There’s one more thing I’d like to tease out of our long reading today. Chapter 6 of the 

Gospel according to John is a turning point in the story. Already in chapter 5 we had the 

Jewish authorities vow to kill Jesus but this is the first time some of his followers turn 

back and leave him. From that point on there will be more hostility and enmity and 

eventually Jesus will end up on the cross. We know where the story is heading.  

I think what’s important to recognize is that Jesus himself is not surprised at people not 

believing in him and being offended by what he says. The way he puts it: ‘No one can 

come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them’ suggests it’s a miracle in itself if 

we do believe. Jesus knows he’s being offensive and controversial and so does John the 

Evangelist. This Gospel was written at the end of the first century where the first 

Christians were accused of cannibalism. John is not about to please anybody though but 

restates with force what he knows – ‘unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink 

his blood, you have no life in you’.  

There is no room for compromise – that’s what we know, point. If God draws you to 

Jesus, you will understand, if not, you won’t. The word ‘draw’ is the same as the one 

used to describe fishermen drawing fish in a net. There is absolutely nothing a fish can do 

to change it. Another image might be the one of the trailer being pulled by a tractor. If the 

tractor doesn’t pull it, the trailer goes nowhere. The same way we can do nothing to come 

to God of ourselves but God draws us to himself.  

Yet there is a decision left for us too. God draws us to Jesus but he won’t make us eat of 

that living bread. He did create us in his image and that includes free will. If we don’t 

want to eat, he won’t make us. Painfully the last sentence of today’s passage explains that 

even those who have seen miracle after miracle still do not believe – and that’s Judas 

Iscariot. There’s sadness in that statement. So even being so close to Jesus for three years 

still does not guarantee the outcome.  

As we enter this week pondering the words of Jesus, maybe we should simply be thankful 

that the miracle of faith has occurred in our midst. That we have been drawn to Jesus. 
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That we have eaten of this bread of life and drank his blood. And then we should 

continue to let Jesus change us a day at a time as his own communion blood courses 

through our veins. Amen.  


