
Romans 6:1-11  

This week we’re speaking about baptism again. The apostle Paul in his letter to the 

Romans writes about a new life we’re able to live as a result of baptism. Churches that 

practice adult baptism by immersion – whether in a pool, river or sea – show this truth 

very clearly. As the person baptised is submerged in water, this symbolises dying to sin 

and the old way of life. Like Christ died on the cross, something of the old dies in us too. 

As the person then emerges from the water again, this symbolises a new life they’re now 

living – a new life in Christ, in freedom from sin and their old ways. 

Those of us who come from churches like ourselves where we baptise children and adults 

by sprinkling their foreheads with a little water know that this new life is only the 

beginning of a life-long journey. It’s not always as clear-cut and neat of a break from the 

old life. Old habits die hard, we lapse and slide but then we find a way to begin again. 

Our life from the time of baptism is a life of constant renewal and transformation by the 

grace of God: with fits and starts, with detours and periods of stagnation. And yet forever 

moving forward, growing, learning, living. A beautiful lifetime of constant – the dreaded 

word again – change.  

A life of renewal as both individuals and community. During a baptismal service the 

whole congregation affirm their faith by reciting the Apostles’ Creed and then are invited 

to stand up and are asked the following question: You who are gathered here represent 

the whole Church, the church catholic. Word and Sacrament bring you the joy of Christ’s 

presence in your midst. They also bring you responsibilities as Christ’s people in this 

place. Do you welcome (the person baptised); and do you renew your commitment, with 

God’s help, to live before all God’s children in a kindly and Christian way, and to share 

with them the knowledge and love of Christ? 

We then affirm that we will nurture one another in faith, uphold one another in prayer and 

encourage one another in service. We thus renew our commitment to one another. We 

remind ourselves that baptism is about the life of a community, we’re not on our own but 

we are in it together. We’re living out our baptismal commitment together.  

Even though many would say that any new year starts for them in January, it’s still this 

time of year that constitutes a new year in the life of the congregation. Worship Team 

start planning the services they will be taking every third Sunday, Guild are preparing for 

their rededication in a couple of weeks time, regular Sunday Club and COAS will restart 

soon. The number of meetings will increase and there will be a period of heightened 

activity in the church until next summer. For all of us it’s a chance to recommit ourselves 

to God’s work in the midst and as part of this church community.  

Remembering our baptism today, remembering how and why we belong to God is a way 

of preparing ourselves for the service in his name in this community. It’s only through 

our roots reaching deep down to the source of water that we’re able to be effective and 

faithful in our service. Like trees reaching deep down to then provide shelter and comfort 

to those in their shade, we need to be deeply rooted in God who comes to us in the waters 



of baptism. That’s where any ministry of ours can truly begin to take shape. We need to 

keep ourselves nurtured and watered with God’s grace in order to be able to serve the 

world.  

There’s something very powerful in going back to the commitment made and the grace 

received. I must say I love looking at my wedding ring and playing with it every so often 

as it reminds me of the day itself, of the commitment I made, of the commitment I 

received. This memory and everything that it brings with it sustains me and directs me in 

my daily life. It’s a reminder of the new reality I’ve been living out for the last three 

years.  

As a congregation you’ve done a similar thing in 1996 when you published a booklet 

called ‘Through a Glass’ to celebrate bicentenary of the congregation. It focussed on the 

stained glass windows in the Paterson church which is now the Council building. Every 

window had a Bible verse in it and you’ve asked many different people from the present 

and past of the congregation and the Church of Scotland at large to contribute short 

meditations based on them. For connecting your past and your future through the various 

people, through windows and the living Word of God – big thumbs up to you. Brilliant 

idea that embodies exactly what I’m trying to say today. Thank you for providing me 

with a good example 

The meditation that struck me most in relation to our theme of today was the one 

prepared by Rev Ron Ferguson who was the minister of the Cathedral at the time. He 

wrote: ‘Christianity is not for perfect people. That is why the Gospel is Good News. It 

does not say: ‘God loves you if you are good’ or ‘God loves you when you are perfect’. It 

says God loves you because he loves you. End of story. Beginning of a new story.’
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The fact that God loves us is just a beginning of our story. Baptism – and wedding – is 

just a beginning of a story. A story of commitment, renewal, love and change.  

Going back to our roots is important. Remembering our foundations helps us to live them 

out in our daily lives. With Sunday Club leaders we’re planning an event for our children 

and their friends to help them grasp the basics of Christianity. It will have the form to suit 

their ages but I wonder whether there’s any mileage in providing a similar session or 

opportunity for you, the congregation. If you do have any questions about the basics of 

faith: baptism, communion, Christmas, Easter or 10 commandments, please write them 

down at the back of the order of service, tear the slip out and leave them in the basket at 

the close of the service. Depending on the number and nature of them I’ll try and find the 

best way to answer some of the questions on the fundamental beliefs and practices of the 

Church. I maybe take much for granted and you’ve always been itching to ask a question 

but were never given a chance. This is your chance so please feel free to make use of it. 

Going back to the promise, to the commitment, to the grace we’ve been given helps us 

live it out in our daily lives here and now. We’re about to sing about this life-long 
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commitment and relationship as we sing the familiar words: O Jesus, I have promised to 

serve you to the end; be now and always near me, my master and my friend. Amen.  


