
Luke 23:55-56; 24:1-12 

Hallelujah! Jesus is risen! He’s risen indeed! For us Easter is a joyful day, we feel like 

laughing out loud with the exuberant joy the day brings. In a sense we might sometimes 

find it hard to focus on Lent and the passion of the Holy Week as we know the end of the 

story. We know love wins, we know Jesus rises from the dead and ushers in a new 

creation. We know this and therefore associate Easter with great joy. 

However it was not so that very first Easter. It was a day of confusion. The women went 

to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body and found it empty. They were spoken to by the angels 

but since they haven’t seen Jesus, I doubt they would have been any wiser. Peter ran to 

the tomb once he heard their news and found it empty. We know the implication is Jesus 

is risen but the first disciples didn’t know it. Even though Jesus said that so many times 

before, I don’t think the hope of resurrection of Jesus then and there was present in their 

hearts and minds and even if so, they wouldn’t have known what that meant. I think they 

were confused, perplexed, grieving and scared. Who took the body of Jesus and why? 

The Roman soldiers? The religious leaders? Grave robbers? Who was it that spoke to the 

women at the tomb? Missing body was no good news to them – it brought confusion and 

yet more pain. 

Another aspect of the empty tomb is the lack of body to grieve over. There can be no 

closure – let’s remember there was no proper burial of Jesus at that point. On Friday it 

was all rushed and his body got simply covered in spare sheets and left in the tomb until 

after Sabbath was over and his body could have been attended to. Now there was no body 

to lovingly look after, no chance for a final farewell, no place to revisit whenever grief is 

rough. We know how it feels as too many have experienced this in Orkney. The pain of 

no closure cuts very deep and leaves hardly any room for healing.  

The news then was devastating. So much so that the women went back to the other 

disciples and told them what they’ve seen – or more accurately what they haven’t seen. 

The disciples were left paralysed – they did nothing when they heard the news. There was 

one exception though and that was Peter. Peter ran to the tomb to see for himself. Now 

this is remarkable for at least two reasons. First of all he didn’t quite believe the women – 

he had to check for himself that they are indeed telling the truth. Secondly, he ran. Now 

men didn’t run in those days. It was unseemly, inappropriate and not the done thing for a 

man to run at all. And yet he did. The news was so disturbing that he forwent all the 

cultural inhibitions and ran to the tomb of his dear Lord. 

Yet it’s women who are centre-stage in Luke in this passage. He mentions at least five of 

them: Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them. 

Arland J. Hultgren writes in his commentary on this passage: ‘The way that Luke reports 

the Easter story takes us back to the way he tells the story of Jesus all along. The opening 

scenes of his gospel are about women who have a major role to play in the entire drama 

of redemption, including Elizabeth (1:41-45), Mary (1:38-56), and Anna (2:36-38). Each 

is a prophetic figure, speaking of the wondrous works of God. There are additional 

vignettes that feature women as persons of faith throughout the story (7:1-17, 36-50; 8:2-



3; 10:38-42; 11:27-28; 13:10-17; 15:8-10; 18:1-8; 23:27-28), all of which are distinctive 

to Luke.’1 Among those women of faith are the widow whose only son Jesus raised from 

the dead, sinful woman who anointed Jesus’ feet at the house of a Pharisee, Mary 

Magdalene from whom seven demons had come out and Joanna the wife of Chuza, 

Susanna and many others who were helping to support Jesus and his disciples out of their 

own means. 

No wonder then that it’s the women who come with Jesus from Galilee and then follow 

Joseph of Arimathea to see where Jesus’ body will be laid down. They then return and are 

given the privilege of meeting the angels – regardless of what they actually manage to 

grasp from their explanation.  

Because men or women – none of them understand what happened. Easter Sunday was a 

day of confusion and puzzlement. Later that day they will see Jesus who comes in their 

midst saying: ‘Peace be with you’. Instead of joy and hugs though, they were startled and 

frightened, thinking they saw a ghost! Jesus then needs to explain that it’s really him 

when he says: ‘Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost 

does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.’ 

All very well but… what? I’ve been speaking to someone this week about what happened 

to Jesus and they were convinced Jesus was a ghost. Because how can it not be? People 

are not simply raised from the dead! It must have been a ghost! 

Jesus’ experience was the first and so far only of the kind and that’s why it’s so difficult 

to understand. He was raised from the dead and was his transformed self – the same as 

the disciples had known and yet completely different, part of God’s new creation. 

The Jews to this day celebrate the Sabbath, our Saturday, to mark the completion of 

creation. God worked and then on the seventh day rested. Christians though switched 

from Saturday to Sunday as at Easter, on the first day of the new week, God launched his 

new creation. It’s sort of like Apple releasing the latest smartphone and yet so much 

better as that’s the promise of the ultimate, best and final product. We get a glimpse but 

no more.  

Every Sunday is then a mini Easter, a reminder and a celebration of the new creation. As 

such we celebrate Easter every Sunday – including Sundays in Lent. So when people 

fasted in Lent, they were allowed not to fast on Sundays as these are always feast days. 

When you count it – and I encourage you to – even though Lent is said to be a 40-day 

period, it actually has 46 days between the Ash Wednesday and the Saturday of the Holy 

Week. It’s because the 6 Sundays of Lent do not count as the period of Lenten fast and 

restraint. They are celebrations, along with all the other Sundays of every year, of Easter 

itself, of the new creation of which Jesus is a sign and a promise. 

If you don’t believe me, listen to Liz Kanoy in her article: ‘You may be wondering how 

Lent can be 40 days if Ash Wednesday is 46 days before Easter? That is because the 
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Lenten fast does not include Sundays, which are considered feast days (a celebration of 

the resurrection)—so the six Sundays before Easter are omitted from the 40-day 

observance of fasting.’2 

As the Church of the risen Lord Jesus, we are a new creation and we witness to it in the 

midst of violence and darkness of the world. We proclaim a world transformed by God as 

it will be – a world of love, peace, gentleness and kindness. A world where death, pain 

and suffering are no more. In all we do, in all we say we proclaim the world to come 

precisely because we believe the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the firstfruits of the harvest 

which is still to come. That’s a great privilege and a great ministry. Amen.  
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