
John 2:13-25 

I like Jesus described in today’s Gospel story. He’s so human, so God-like, so 

unexpected. This story in John’s Gospel takes place at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. 

He secured a few disciples, went with them to the wedding at Cana where his mum 

forced him to get more wine for the guests and now enters the Temple and goes mad. Try 

and imagine anyone walking in here and throwing chairs around, overturning the lectern 

and the communion table. What would you think? Grateful? Understanding? Supportive? 

Or indignant? My guess is most of us would think: How dare you? or remain in stunned 

silence rather than shout: Go, Jesus! 

Some start to a ministry. He set himself up against the Temple authorities, no doubt about 

that. There was no room for working together and joining forces. He would have nothing 

to do with them the way they operate.  

We do not know what set him off that day. He accuses the moneychangers of making the 

Temple a marketplace – but that’s exactly what it was! For the system of sacrifices and 

offerings to function, there needed to be moneychangers and sellers around who enabled 

it. They made it all happen, they kept the Temple going.  But the business of the 

maintenance of the system has taken over the primary purpose of the Temple which was 

to make God’s presence tangible in people’s lives and Jesus felt the need to stand against 

that.  

Jesus had been to the Temple so many times – first as a child, then as an adult. It must 

have been a growing sensation that he could not work within the parameters of the 

Temple and established religion. At the last Path of Renewal conference we heard that 

people with a vision are very creative and energised to start with. If their creativity can be 

put to good use, they will remain a positive influence. But if they encounter opposition 

over and over again, they will reach a point of no return where they become rebellious 

and eventually disillusioned. There is no way back once they’ve passed that point. They 

need to go elsewhere or their attitude will poison themselves and everything around them. 

Jesus is at exactly that point in today’s reading. He’s had enough. He maybe tried to 

reason, to fit in. He can’t. His vision cannot be contained in the vessel of the Temple. He 

needs to go and does so in style. 

Scott Hoezee examines the use of a passage from Psalm 69 by Jesus which says: “Zeal 

for your house will consume me.” He points out that zeal makes the psalmist an object of 

scorn and laughter by those who do not understand that zeal. Hoezee continues: ‘what 

this is all about is how sharp our spiritual vision is. Do we know what matters in life and 

what doesn’t, and are we willing to put up with the world’s scorn rather than give up on 

our faith? So maybe Jesus threw out the moneychangers because their ever-expanding 

emporium was eclipsing the real meaning of the temple. Maybe the temple had started to 

look like just any old Jerusalem flea market, and so people were forgetting that to have 

faith was to believe that God’s house is most definitely not just any old place. Maybe 



Jesus wanted to shake people up so they could remember that to have faith is a radical 

thing that should make us radically different from those who do not have faith.’
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How sharp is our spiritual vision? Are we noticing God at work in our midst or are we 

missing him? There’s a video on Facebook which shows a man playing the violin in a 

metro station. People pass by and only a few children stop to listen. He manages to 

collect just over 30 dollars. What people passing by didn’t realize is that this was Joshua 

Bell the tickets for concerts of whom are sold for 100 dollars each. He was also playing a 

Stradivarius violin which was worth 3.5 million dollars.  

In Jesus’ time, and well before, people paid more attention to the maintenance of the 

Temple system than to God himself. By the time the Gospel of John was written they 

realized that what they considered so important ultimately wasn’t important. By that time 

the Temple had been destroyed and yet they were there worshipping, experiencing God’s 

presence among them and searching for him. The Temple was not it. Jesus in their midst 

was and they missed it.  

What are we missing? Are we devoting so much time and energy to maintenance of the 

ways, traditions, rituals and property of the Church that we’re missing God acting in the 

community and world around us? This is an important question, particularly in the light 

of the impending ordination of four new elders. The office of elder is a spiritual office. 

As charity trustees they will need to deal with the mundane and everyday aspects of the 

running of the church but that’s not why they are ordained. The maintenance of the 

finance, buildings, rotas, websites, newsletters etc. is to serve the worship and mission of 

this church. All this needs to enable worship of God in this place and by God’s people 

and further the mission of God in our community and wider world. To help us all 

remember that, we will start putting the following vision on the top of each agenda for 

any meeting of the Session: ‘“For the next two years our priorities are Worship and 

Outreach.  Everything we plan and do will reflect these priorities. “ 

These priorities have been worked out by the Future Focus meetings of this congregation. 

You told us you want to focus on worship and outreach – thank God for you getting the 

priorities right! Every debate we conduct, every decision we make will need to reflect 

those two main concerns – worship and mission of God in this place.  

Surprisingly – or not – this is not easy. It’s much easier to repeat what we’ve been doing 

and follow the familiar patterns without thinking. Because there is so much of our love 

for God in them. We do what we do because we love God and his church. But we need to 

keep reexamining what we do and asking ourselves – can other people see God in what 

we do? If yes, we continue with the practice. If not, we need our tables overturned.  

I hope and pray God leads us into a new way of being, a more faithful way of being 

church in the 21
st
 century. I hope and pray our new elders and indeed every one of us will 

pay attention to God long enough to be effective tools in furthering his mission in this 

community and in the world. Amen.  
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