
Isaiah 7:10-16 

The one passage that really stands out for me today is the one from the Book of Isaiah. We’ve 

got a king who is petrified. He’s the king of Judah, the smaller of the kingdoms left after the 

Kingdom of Solomon split after his death into Israel and Judah. It’s also poorer, with less 

natural resources and plenty of deserts instead. Israel, eager to regain the lost southern 

territory, made a pact with the kingdom of Aram against Judah. King Ahaz is rightly worried. 

As kings were understood as God’s anointed – so enjoying a special place in relation to God 

– and there was not the same division of state and religion as we’re experiencing today, 

prophet Isaiah reassures him and suggests asking God for a sign to prove that all will be well. 

In this he implies that the king abandoned regular communication with God. He’s spot on as 

king Ahaz comes up with an excuse that he doesn’t want to test God by doing so. He so lost 

touch with God, that even in his time of need, when most people – religious or not – are 

likely to turn to God, even then Ahaz in unwilling to speak to God about his situation. No 

wonder he’s so worried if he cut himself off from the source of peace.  

This in turn enrages Isaiah and probably God too. Whether Ahaz wants a sign or not, he will 

get it – it will be a pregnant woman who will bear a son and name him Immanuel. The 

prophet says: ‘before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land 

of the two kings you dread will be laid waste.’ Before you know it, in the next few years, the 

danger you are so frightened of, will pass. However, instead king of Assyria will bring graver 

danger still. Judah will become a vasal to Assyria. In an ironic way it will be king Ahaz 

himself who will bring this about – he does not believe in God’s protection so he will seek 

out the alliance with Assyria. Assyria then will turn against him.  

In the following chapters the prophecy continues speaking about all round desolation and 

judgment on all nations involved. In chapter 11 though God promises to gather the remnant 

of his faithful ones, promises a shoot from the stump of Jesse and a world where: ‘The wolf 

will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the 

yearling together; and a little child will lead them.’ (Is. 11:6) 

Let’s go back to the baby boy from the prophecy. In the end he was never called Immanuel – 

God with us – although that’s what he was. He was called Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz which 

translates ‘quick to the plunder, swift to the spoil’. He was the second son of the prophet 

Isaiah and his prophetess wife. He is the child foretold in the prophecy as we read in chapter 

8: ‘before the boy knows how to say “My father” or “My mother”, the wealth of Damascus 

and the plunder of Samaria will be carried off by the king of Assyria.’ His very name ‘quick 

to the plunder, swift to the spoil’ is a warning of what Assyria will bring about for Judah. 

Regardless of what anyone thinks, God delivers on his word. 

Why do we think the passage speaks of Jesus then? By the time of Jesus his disciples 

believed the passage did foretell his coming. And I think they were right. The Bible contains 

God’s Word which is alive. God is a living God and he speaks to us through various means. 

Many a time, I’m sure, many of us opened the Bible, read a passage and felt the word was for 

us in our particular situation. Because it was. The Bible is God’s living Word and does speak 

to humans in every generation. That’s the power of it. 

The coming of the baby Jesus was then as equally foretold by this passage from Isaiah as was 

the birth of Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. The sign to king Ahaz, the sign to shepherds and wise 



men, the sign to us is an ordinary one: a pregnant woman who bears a son. We love this 

image.  

The first nativity play was probably the one set up by St Francis of Assisi in 1223 where he 

set up a scene in a cave in Italy with live animals, wax figure of Jesus and real people 

representing Mary and Joseph. An alternative story speaks of the first nativity play being 

enacted by priests and choir boys in a cathedral who acted as angels, shepherds and midwives 

for the little baby Jesus.  

Currently many churches have annual nativity plays in December, usually, although not 

necessarily, enacted by children. The internet is awash with cartoons and images of the holy 

scene. There is a funny one I saw recently and put it in the orders of service for you. It says: 

After the three wise men left, three wiser women arrived. They bring practical gifts of fresh 

diapers, lots of formula and casseroles for the week. It was clearly created in the States as our 

three women would bring nappies, baby milk and mince and tatties. Depending on the culture 

the food they bring could potentially include pierogi in Poland, spaghetti in Italy and sushi in 

Japan. The point is clear – they brought what the struggling family would need. 

This brings us to the main point. The beauty and meaning of Christmas is precisely this: that 

God comes right into our ordinary lives with an ordinary sign that communicates an 

extraordinary truth: God is with us. He’s with us in our messiness, in our difficulties, in our 

hard choices, in our hectic lives. He’s truly with us in tangible ways.  

As the followers of God’s way, the best gift we can give to the world is be what he is to us – 

a loving and caring presence with others. We show the world what God is like, we are God’s 

sign to the world. We reveal the truth about a loving God in how we treat one another, what 

we say about one another and how we care for the people and world around us. We are God’s 

messengers in this island, in this community and in the world. We need to behave 

accordingly. 

This Christmas we’d like to invite you to show God’s love to those around you in practical 

ways. I’m sure you can think of many examples yourselves and please do so. However, 

Alison and I would like to invite you to help us spread some festive cheer and deliver a 

peedie parcel from the church to some of those who might be unwell, lonely or struggling for 

whatever reason. We’ve prepared parcels and cards and would love you to help us deliver 

them. Please speak to us after the service if you can help in any way. 

Even though we are God’s messengers to the world, peedie flickering lights of jov, hope and 

love, maybe we ourselves will see signs around us too, in the ordinary, busy lives we live. 

Maybe God’s love will become more vivid or more pronounced this Christmas time for us 

too as we strive to be God’s hands and feet. May it be so. Amen.  


