
Luke 4:14-21; John 6:1-14  

Today we met Liana, a girl who grew up with her grandparents as her mother was never 

there. She reappears suddenly when Liana turns 14 and they have a wonderful summer 

together. The mother suggests that Liana moves in with her and the girl gladly agrees. 

Little does she know her mother is planning on selling her to men for sex. The nightmare 

lasted for 5 months after which the mother’s husband sold Liana to her boss as a child 

bride. It was her new mother-in-law that started asking questions and eventually 

demanded that Liana be returned to her grandparents.  

Even though Liana’s mother threatened to kill him, Liana’s grandfather went to the 

authorities. With International Justice Mission’s help they tried Liana’s mother and her 

husband and both of them ended up in prison. Liana lived in a safe house run by IJM 

where she benefitted from therapy and counselling. The ordeal she went through will take 

years to heal but she’s on the road to recovery thanks to her mother-in-law, her 

grandfather and all at IJM. 

This is just one story but according to IJM there are 40 million people living in slavery 

around the world. This is more than at any other point in history. This is roughly the 

population of Canada. 

Over 20 years ago a group of Christians learned about those statistics and set them 

against Jesus’ ministry encapsulated in our today’s reading: to proclaim good news to the 

poor, to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 

oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. They decided they could do no 

other but to act and since then they rescued 45,000 people from slavery, helped arrest 

3,500 slave owners and lobbied for tougher laws around the world. They’ve seen amazing 

transformation.  

In their Freedom Sunday Sermon Resource Kit they tell the following story: ‘IJM did a 

project in the city of Cebu in the Philippines to combat sex trafficking of minors. After 

five years, they witnessed a 79% reduction in the number of minors sold for sex!  

This is massive. 

The Filipino government then decided to scale this strategy to several other major 

metropolitan areas. By the grace of God, in the span of just a decade or two, we have seen 

the near eradication of sex trafficking of minors in the Philippines. 

And in Cambodia, a country that used to be considered “ground zero” for paedophiles 

and sex tourists, through working with Cambodian leaders, police, courts and social 

services, IJM has seen a 73% reduction of minors sold into the sex trade in the three 

locations in which we were active.  



There are certainly other challenges to face in Cambodia and the Philippines. But let’s 

pause for a moment and acknowledge that there are thousands of girls and women who 

will now never be abused in the first place.’
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The scale of the problem is overwhelming for any one person. But all we are asked to do 

is to emulate the boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish who gave all he had 

to Jesus and saw a miracle unfold before his very eyes. Today we’re asked to give our 

prayerful and financial support to IJM who are fighting on the frontlines. With your 

orders of service you received IJM magazine where you can read more about their work 

and leaflets encouraging you to give either a one-off or a monthly donation. Our retiring 

collection today will be for the benefit of the International Justice Mission but if you’re a 

tax payer I’d like to encourage you to fill in your details in the leaflets, put your donation 

in the envelope and add Gift Aid to your donation.  

As we finish this reflection, I’d like to quote powerful words from the IJM team again: 

‘We cannot do everything. We must not do nothing. 

Doing nothing is the one option we don’t have: doing nothing denies the heart of Jesus, 

and our mission as the people of God.  

So this is my prayer for us today. In a world that is desperate to know the goodness of our 

God, that we offer our lives to Jesus– the little lunches that God has given us— to set 

captives free.’
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 Amen.  
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