
Luke 6:46-49 

The Gospel according to Luke emphasises prayer. We will speak about prayer 

specifically just a couple of weeks from now but for today it’s important to realise that 

Luke has Jesus pray a lot and every time a decision, action or speech is required. He then 

listens to God and subsequently lives out what he heard thus instructing us how life with 

God should be done.  

There is also a lesson in where Jesus is at various times. He goes up to the hills to pray 

and then returns down to the valley to speak to the crowds. Today’s teaching is part of 

that teaching in the valley so for everyone – his disciples as well as the crowd were 

listening to him there.  

In this round of teaching he utters his famous blessings and woes (blessed are you who 

are poor … but woe to you who are rich), speaks of our needing to love our enemies, 

advises not to judge one another and explains that we are like a tree that bears fruit – 

good fruit from a good tree and bad fruit from a bad tree. The last verse before the 

passage from today says: ‘A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his 

heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the 

mouth speaks what the heart is full of.’  

He then tells the parable of the wise and foolish builders. In his discourse then Jesus 

moves us from listening to his teaching to insisting that we need to act according to what 

we hear.  

I suppose the reason why Jesus tells this story is that even then there were people who 

followed him, who said all the right things and sang all the correct songs but never 

actually did what Jesus taught. And so it turns out we’re not on our own.  

Jesus points out that you don’t easily see it either. It’s only in times of great vulnerability, 

when our guard is down and our security threatened, that we show our true colours – our 

trust or lack thereof, our allegiance to Jesus or lack thereof.  

Jesus uses the image of a storm to put his point across as everybody has experienced one 

and can therefore imagine it well. Some are worse than others though.  

Over a year ago now Kenny and I went to Peru. As part of the trip we spent a few days in 

the Amazon jungle. It was probably the best part of the holiday – we loved it! We also 

saw for ourselves what rainforest means – basically… it rained in that dense forest. But 

how! In the middle of the night we were woken with a start – after a while I realized it 

was a powerful rain that started. It was quite frightening as it absolutely poured! To top it 

off we were in shacks on big poles (the poles made sense only the following day) so you 

could hear everything and didn’t feel quite as protected as you would like to be. We felt 

vulnerable. In any case eventually I fell back to sleep. When we got up in the morning it 

was still pouring. And I mean – pouring! We had to cancel the trip we had planned for 

that day and instead watched movies about the eco-lodge we were in, their ethos and 



illegal gold mining that is destroying the fragile ecosystem of the area. It stopped pouring 

(but not raining) at about noon and so we decided to make a trip to the nearby jungle farm 

where they have chickens, grow bananas, pineapples and many other varieties of fruit and 

veg. Because we were in the jungle, the easiest way to get from A to B is by boat. So we 

went to the place where the boats were tied up and couldn’t believe our eyes! The river 

level rose by 5 metres in 11 hours of rain! Suddenly the houses built on poles made 

perfect sense! Wasn’t I delighted we were not stuck in them with water sloshing all 

around us! 

The world can be a terrifying place. We so often see natural disasters in the media 

nowadays even though they are not a new phenomenon, just more frequent and more 

violent. Last week I’ve been reading a book by Bill Bryson entitled ‘Down Under’. He 

writes about his visit to a museum in Darwin in the Northern Territory where part of the 

exhibition was devoted to the deadliest natural disaster in Australia. He describes 

listening to an audio recording of the Cyclone Tracy from 1974: ‘it was an amazingly 

effective way of making you realise how powerful and terrifying such a storm can be. 

The recording began with various lively but clearly preliminary wind noises – branches 

knocking, gates banging – and then rose and rose again till it was a continuous, howling, 

unearthly fury, with sounds of metal roofs being wrenched from their moorings and other 

weighty debris flying murderously through the night. Experiencing it in pitch darkness, as 

the locals would have done, gave it an immediacy that was inexpressibly effective. I 

actually found myself ducking whenever anything crashed nearby. When it finished, 

Allan and I exchanged impressed and drained looks, and proceeded on to the visual part 

of the display with a new appreciation.’
1
 The cyclone blew away 9,000 homes and killed 

sixty people overnight. 

Another story that comes to mind in connection with today’s parable is a lady I knew 

who told me she was a fair weather driver. Since I got stuck in the snow last winter I now 

know what she meant. However it seems to me a good parallel with the story of today. 

It’s the difficulties and challenges that expose our weak points. For her it was wintry 

conditions on the road. But for us Christians – or us human beings – it could be any 

difficulties at all: illness, breakdown of a relationship, loss of a job, face, reputation or a 

loved one, addiction sweeping over you, poor mental health. The list is endless. But the 

point remains – it’s those storms of life which expose us, our weak points but also our 

foundations. We often call them testing times – and quite rightly so. 

As a minister I’ve had the privilege to accompany a lot of different people in the most 

testing of those testing times. It’s incredibly humbling and I remain deeply grateful to all 

who allowed me in at those moments. It’s only right to say we are all different and 

therefore react to life’s challenges in different ways. But I’ve also seen that there’s more 

to it than just our strength and ability to cope that’s at stake. To those with a deep faith – 

regardless of whether it found its expression in regular church going or not – it’s a rock in 

stormy waters. And I mean it. There’s a quality to people of faith that shows particularly 

in times of hardship.  
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Maybe because when the stormy waters hit, everything is washed away and we are bared, 

stark naked, with no way of pretending or covering up in any way, no way to hide. 

There’s a person for example who, after a parent’s passing, rediscovered their faith. All it 

needed was a gentle pointing out of what they knew – deep in their heart – to be true. The 

parent was with God and that God was with that person too – to comfort and guide. In the 

midst of a really trying time they rediscovered their rock and stood firmly on it. It was 

delightful to witness – the foundations laid well in childhood suddenly came to rescue in 

adulthood. I know that that relationship with God was re-established and is still being the 

source of strength every day.  

What is important about that story is that in the midst of hardships, it was Jesus that was 

revealed as the foundation and rock of that person’s life. Because ultimately it’s not our 

own power, devotion or commitment, not our strength of character or ability to do this or 

that but the true foundation of our lives, what we built our lives on, that is revealed.  

Behavioural therapy aims at changing potentially self-destructive and unhelpful 

behavioural patterns. Its basic tenet is that all behaviours are learned and can therefore be 

changed. I agree. Our behaviour reveals who we are and what our priorities are. But if we 

can change our behaviour, we can also change the way we think by acting differently. 

There is a close relationship between our thinking and our actions – both influence each 

other. It’s a two way process. 

Hence Jesus says that we can’t stop at listening to him – we need to go a step further and 

act upon what we hear. We will then become immersed in his teachings, immersed in 

God himself. This in turn will teach us more about Jesus and his ways. Which will then 

help us live out his ways. And so on and so on. That’s how we can build on the rock that 

God is to us.  

Don’t get me wrong – listening to what Jesus has to say is important. It’s crucial I’d say! 

It’s a necessary first step – we can’t go any further without that. But then there needs to 

come a time when we do what he says, we act upon his word. Only then will we ever 

build on a solid foundation of our faith in God. I pray for an unshakable faith like that for 

us all. Amen. 


