
Matthew 2:13-23 

I’ve been reprimanded for preaching a gloomy sermon on Christmas Eve. Except that from 

my perspective, there is so much heartache, desolation and tears that I couldn’t preach a 

happy sermon. A sermon on the God with us in our difficulties is what came out.  

Today we continue in the same vein. There was such a build up to Christmas, so much 

promise, expectation, joy in the air. And here we are today with a text which brings us right 

back down to earth. Herod, fearful of the baby Jesus who might grow up to be his rival, 

gather supporters and overturn his rule, orders the killing of all the baby boys in Bethlehem. 

As Herod was known for his brutality, having killed three of his own sons as well as groups 

of those suspected of conspiring against him and their families, this order was in keeping with 

his previous record. That’s the kind of world Jesus grew up in, the kind of childhood he had. 

That’s the kind of childhood many still have. 

Fear is a powerful agent in the world. We are currently living through a time where fear is 

widespread and therefore the language used by politicians and world leaders as well as 

ordinary citizens reflects it. Violence and glorification of it often ensues. 

A US Navy Seal, Edward Gallagher, was tried and found guilty of evil crimes, including 

posing with a corpse. His president reversed the decision and called him a great fighter.  

Five authors from Hong Kong who wrote critical books about Chinese politicians ended up in 

custody. This fuelled the fear of the people on the streets, the country is hugely divided and 

violently so.  

In Uttar Pradesh district of India 20 died and many were badly hurt by police in clashes over 

a new citizenship law which might see the Muslim population stripped of their rights. Internet 

has been shut down in several cities. Police are smashing windows and firing into crowds. 

Mistrust is rife.  

In the UK our prime minister started his new period in office by, on one hand, proclaiming 

that it’s time to unite and on the other going to the formerly Labour constituencies to thank 

voters for putting their trust in him – or in other words gloating over the defeated rivals. The 

language our politicians used throughout the year and the attitude they displayed has fuelled 

division and the dream of the united nation is further from us now than it’s even been before.  

It all started here, or so it seems, with the fear of the migrants and refugees arriving to the 

UK. I’m of course one of them so need to declare an interest at this point.  

UK with the population of nearly 68 million people and Jordan with the population of just 

over 10 million are two countries I would like to focus on for a moment.  

Before I give you any numbers though, I’d like to clear up a common misunderstanding. 

According to the Settlement Services International website: ‘A migrant is a person who 

makes a conscious choice to leave their country to seek a better life elsewhere. Before they 

decide to leave their country, migrants can seek information about their new home, study the 

language and explore employment opportunities. (…) Refugees are forced to leave their 

country because they are at risk of, or have experienced persecution. The concerns of 

refugees are human rights and safety, not economic advantage. They leave behind their 

homes, most or all of their belongings, family members and friends. Some are forced to flee 



with no warning and many have experienced significant trauma or been tortured or otherwise 

ill-treated.’1 I’m a migrant and not a refugee. Jesus was a refugee and not a migrant. 

Net migration to the UK in 2018 was 260,000 which is 0.4% of the population. Meantime 

Jordan welcomed 10,000 migrants which is 0.1%. As of mid-2018 122,000 refugees lived in 

the UK while Jordan had 691,000. Jordan ranked second in the world in terms of numbers of 

refugees relative to the numbers of inhabitants – there was 1 refugee per 14 Jordanians, a year 

later it was 1 in 11. These are of course just numbers. Let’s hear two stories of boys who are 

refugees: first in Jordan and then in Scotland.  

‘Abdul fled his home in Homs, Syria and is now living in Amman, Jordan. His story was 

shared with us by International Humanistic Psychology Association, which is providing 

psychosocial support to Syrian refugee children living in Jordan by conducting disaster 

healthcare field clinics and training local therapists. 

Abdul now lives in an apartment building with forty female head of household refugee 

families in Amman. His father was killed in Syria. He has been seen a number of times in the 

psychosocial clinic run within the apartment building. Staff from International Humanistic 

Psychology Association visited his school because of his complaints of being bullied by one 

particular student. He couldn’t believe they would come to try to help him as he had tried 

with the school teacher and felt unheard. He said it was one of the best things that had 

happened for him since they came to Jordan. Abdul hopes to drive buses, likes to help others, 

and loves soccer.’2 

There are good stories in Scotland too. Here’s a story of Dured: [video]3. 

Spill the Beans authors wrote: ‘Fear is easier to stoke than hope and so it is easier to de-

humanise than open our borders and hearts.’4 We need to start using language that heals and 

displaying attitudes of reconciliation, cooperation and compassion more widely – here and 

worldwide. I believe the onus is on us who follow the Prince of Peace to show the world a 

different way. The story of the baby in swaddling cloths who’s running away today becomes 

one of love, peace and generosity beyond belief. This is our story.  

The arrival of the baby Jesus, the Prince of Peace, means so much more in the midst of 

violence and unrest than it would ever do in the time of peace and general happiness. And 

that’s why Christmas is good news – precisely because of the evil around us. God, the 

refugee, is truly with us in our heartaches, transforming our fear. Amen.  

 
1 https://www.ssi.org.au/faqs/refugee-faqs/148-what-is-the-difference-between-a-refugee-and-a-migrant.  
2 https://www.globalgiving.org/learn/listicle/13-powerful-refugee-stories/.  
3 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIP_qysJbl8#action=share.  
4 Spill the Beans, issue 33, p. 55. 
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