
Leviticus 23:22; Ruth 2:1-23; Luke 6:36-38  

The Book of Leviticus describes in great detail a system which was supposed to ensure 

that there are no great inequalities among people and there is always hope of getting out 

of debt and/or poverty. After someone comes into difficulty and sells their property, they 

have a year to redeem that property. They can either do it themselves if they earn enough 

or a relative of theirs can help them out by paying for them. This is the guardian-

redeemer we hear about in today’s story of Ruth, a relative whose duty it is to help their 

kin if they can afford to do so. 

The same principle applies if a person is so poor they decide to sell themselves as slaves. 

They have a year to redeem themselves – or be redeemed by a relation of theirs. 

If all else fails, then everyone is freed and all property returned to the original owners in 

the Year of Jubilee which fell every 50 years. This law made sure that poverty didn’t 

continue in any one family forever. There was always hope that the tide will turn – 

because God willed it so and asked for a just and equitable society. 

In addition to this there are other laws that are meant to help the poor and obligate 

wealthier members of the society to look after the not-so-well-off ones. One such law is 

the requirement to be sloppy in harvest! Today – and maybe not only today – we tend to 

want to squeeze every last ounce of profit out of everything. There is no way anyone 

would leave anything behind for the poor to take it free of charge! But in ancient Israel 

that was God’s law. Be sloppy, don’t gather every last grain, but leave some on purpose 

for those who are not as lucky as you are. There was no question of grudging anyone 

anything because they’re lazy and don’t deserve handouts. It was normal and expected to 

share with others. 

Today we meet a potential guardian-redeemer. His kinship is highlighted at the very 

beginning of the chapter. Moreover we learn from the start that he’s got the means to 

redeem Naomi – or help her – as he was a man of standing and wealth. From last week 

we know however that the Israelites had no king at that time, were ruled by judges and 

lawlessness was widespread – Danites destroyed the town of Laish for example. Those 

were ruthless times – will Boaz want to help? 

In ‘Toward a Sane Faith’ blog we read: ‘Statistically, the wealthy share a smaller 

percentage of their riches, with those in need, than those people with smaller incomes. 

Money is addictive. When you have more, you need more and you have less to share. 

Money also seems to act as an insulation—separating the wealthy from other people and 

blinding them to the needs of others.’
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I still remember having a conversation with a prominent Church of Scotland elder about 

stewardship and financial giving. When I said I give 10% of my income back to God, he 

laughed and remarked that it’s because I earn little – he would never dream of parting 
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with 10% of his income as it would mean so much more money! I was appalled but he 

meant every word. 

Despite all the odds it turns out that Boaz is very willing to help. He inspects the fields, 

notices Ruth gleaning and invites her to stay in his fields and work with his people. He 

instructs his labourers to be generous towards her. He himself offers her food at break 

time and begins to build a relationship with this stranger. In all likelihood he would have 

done it with others too – we learn there’s other poor women gleaning his fields – but we 

also know he’s impressed by Ruth and her treatment of Naomi. Her kindness evokes 

kindness in him, her thoughtfulness provokes thoughtfulness in him. 

It doesn’t need to be anything big for it to make a difference. Last year we travelled to 

Peru. As we prepared for the trip, I kept thinking of Paddington bear who came from 

deepest, darkest Peru. But of course it’s a British story and I doubted it would ever have 

made an appearance in Peru itself. To my great surprise we discovered a statue of 

Paddington at the waterfront in Lima – there he was with his suitcase, saying ‘Bon 

voyage!’ to passersby. I was so touched as someone went to great lengths to make British 

tourists welcome by embracing one of their stories. 

But of course there are more meaningful ways of showing kindness to others. The author 

of ‘Toward a Sane Faith’ blog recounts the following story which has very similar 

ringtones to our story of today: ‘Twelve year old Lamar was diagnosed with cancer. In 

order to live, he needed to undergo both radiation and chemotherapy. These cures caused 

Lamar to lose his hair. Lamar’s friend, Diego, decided to show his support for Lamar by 

shaving his head. Diego’s action did not go unnoticed. Lamar’s classmates decided that 

they would all shave their heads to show their support for Lamar. The medical bills from 

Lamar’s treatments were not fully covered by their insurance and were overwhelming the 

family’s financial resources. A neighbor learned of the family’s need and offered to fix 

their car, which was in need of repair. His actions inspired the community to gather funds 

for Lamar’s family through personal donations and fund raisers. Generosity sparks 

generosity.’
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Again, this is an incredibly relevant story speaking directly to our situation. We’re 

negotiating terms of Brexit and free movement of people and goods is on the table. 

Maybe we should take example from Boaz who approached the new situation from the 

standpoint of ‘what can I offer this poor woman?’ rather than wondering what she can 

offer to him. In fact he never expected anything from her at all. He genuinely wanted to 

help and he did it because of his faith. He says to her: ‘May the Lord repay you for what 

you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose 

wings you have come to take refuge.”’ 

He recognizes that she chose to come and live with people she doesn’t know to look after 

her mother-in-law. He also recognizes that the very fact she came to Israel for help and 

assistance means she’s sheltering under God’s wings – and because of that he offers to be 
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the means through which God shelters her and provides for her. He’s clearly motivated 

by his deep faith in the midst of a faithless society. 

Boaz receives her as one of his own – even though she is a foreigner and a despised one 

at that, a Moabite. He makes sure she belongs before she ever confesses her faith in the 

same God he worships. Her religion, her background or her beliefs change nothing in 

how he treats her. He offers an unconditional welcome and hospitality and treats her as 

one of Israel’s children without placing any demands on her whatsoever. He never looks 

for anything from her – be it money, services, gratitude or accepting his set of values and 

beliefs. There are truly no strings attached. 

Do we know such generosity? Can we extend such welcome to others? Are our hearts as 

kind and as full of the love of God as Boaz’s was? Let’s pray for God’s miracles in our 

lives and in our society. Amen. 


