
Exodus 3:10-4:18; Ephesians 4:1-16  

Over the last two weeks we looked at how we are blessed and at peace with ourselves and 

our lives in order to bless others with peace. Today we’re going to look at the various 

ministries in the church. Paul mentions the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 

pastors and teachers and he says they’re all there in order to build up the body of Christ, 

the Church. All our ministries are there to be used for the benefit of the body of Christ. 

Our starting point today should be that everybody has got a ministry, a calling. A gift to 

be used for the benefit of others. A unique way God created us and shaped us to work in 

the world through us. It’s not a talent or ability but a gift. Or rather many gifts. Now it 

might be our talents, predispositions and passions. But equally it will be our background. 

Why? Because it gives us a unique insight, a unique perspective and understanding that 

God wants to use to better somebody’s life.  

The Rev Dr Francis Wade from the Episcopal Church in Washington adds very 

perceptively: ‘Your gift may be that you are high strung or laid back; happy, serious, 

depressed, concerned, anxious, eager, funny, emotional, supportive, or confrontative. 

Notice that all of the gifts are not necessarily ones we would want but they are what we 

have been given for the business of life. They are the gifts that God has set before us.’
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I wonder how many of us ever considered our depression or anxiety a gift of God. The 

scars that are left from our past abuse, pain, hurt – a gift of God. A gift God wants to use. 

This is an entirely different perspective on what we have to offer to the world. Everything 

we are, everything God has formed us into – however flawed, however weak – is there 

for the benefit of others. Including the bits we don’t like and find hard to appreciate. 

The last gift Rev Wade mentions is the gift of opportunity. He says something similar to 

what I’m about to and I can agree 100%. I might not be a minister you want, I might not 

be a preacher you want to listen to but it is I who have been given the gift of opportunity 

of speaking to you and ministering to you at this point in time. It took me a long time to 

get to the point where I understand it for what it is but I got there – and I thank God for 

giving me this chance. Equally you might not be the ideal person to solve any of other 

people’s problems – but if you’re there, that’s a gift in itself. What’s the use of saying 

that there are many more people better suited for the task if they’re not there? Seize the 

gift of opportunity and let God use you wherever you already are.  

From all of the above we can conclude that our ministry, our calling, our vocation is not 

something we decide on – it is a gift to us that we receive and embrace. We get to decide 

on a lot of things in our lives – career, life partner, whether to have children or not and 

how many, where to live, where to retire to, where to go on holiday and how to get there, 

what to eat, whether to grow basil and parsley at home or buy it in the shop every time. 

But our calling is a gift given to us by God – we do not get to choose and decide what it’s 

going to be. It’s there to be unpacked and shared around. 
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As proof of this claim we can recall the story of the calling of Moses. Unsuspecting 

Moses encountered the burning bush and was called to go back to Egypt – where he had 

murdered an Egyptian and got a bad name among both Egyptians and Hebrews because 

of it. He was called back to bring the Hebrews out of Egypt. Was he the ideal candidate? 

He was not liked and with a lot of baggage. And yet he knew and understood both 

peoples intimately because of the way he was brought up – by his Hebrew mother but in 

the palace of Egypt’s pharaoh. Even though he wouldn’t have said so himself he was 

uniquely placed for the job. His background was given to him by God to be used. 

Did he want the job? Did he feel equipped and ready for it? Certainly not! Today’s 

reading was a litany of excuses: Who am I? Who are you? What if they don’t believe? 

I’m not a natural public speaker. And eventually: Please send someone else. It’s pathetic 

when you look at it. Where is the man who will take his people out of captivity? He’s 

using any and every excuse not to go! He’s probably set up and comfortable in the life 

he’s leading. He doesn’t want to leave everything, risk losing it – for what? To confront 

and be confronted by his past? He shut that door firmly behind him.  

Yet it was not to be. In her article entitled ‘Called Through Relationship’ Elizabeth 

Newman remarks: ‘At first Moses finds his calling to be as terrifying as the burning bush 

and even more intimidating in its demands, yet at the end of his life, he can say of God, 

“The Rock, his work is perfect; and all his ways are just” (Deuteronomy 32:4). As Moses 

looks out over the land that the Lord has sworn to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, he 

recognizes that the promises of the Lord are being fulfilled in his own life and in the 

world. He ends his days singing not about his own talents, but about a God who is ever 

faithful, even when God’s own people are not.’
2
 

At the end of his life Moses realises it was never about him, his talents and abilities but 

about the God who has plans for humankind beyond our imagining and will bring them to 

fruition through our broken selves. Because he can and wants to.  

All we need to do is to be open to God’s prompting and leading and let him use us 

wherever he sees the need. Newman later in the same article examines some of the 

teachings of Teresa of Avila that I would like to finish with. She writes: ‘According to 

Teresa, at the moment we reside in “the seventh mansion,” the most interior region of the 

soul, we will be most fully in service to others. We will be both Mary and Martha. By this 

she does not mean we will be “superwomen” (or men) by doing it all, but that our service 

to others (like Martha’s) and communion with God (like Mary’s) will be deeply 

connected. From this perspective, success is not measured by how much we accomplish 

or how well-known we become. “The Lord does not look so much at the magnitude of 

anything we do as at the love with which we do it,” Teresa concludes. “If we accomplish 

what we can, His majesty will see to it that we become able to do more each day.”’
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Amen. 
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