
Romans 12:9-21 

Today’s readings speak of the third kind of love – storge. It’s family love or empathy. 

This is the deep bond between members of one little tribe of a family unit.  

Very often we describe the church as a family. For a good reason. We do not choose our 

family and in the same way we do not choose who is in the church and who isn’t. 

Whether we like them or not, whether we see eye to eye with them or not, we are called 

to love them as part of the Body of Christ, as our sisters and brothers in Christ. It’s Jesus 

who calls us to himself and therefore to his Body, the Church. If we put up with our co-

workers or employers, how much more should we do the same and more to our brothers 

and sisters in Christ? Paul leaves no wiggle room – Love must be sincere. (…) 
 
Be 

devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves. Live in harmony 

with one another. Do not be proud. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 

peace with everyone.
 
Do not take revenge. If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 

thirsty, give him something to drink. We are left with no choice but to love God’s people. 

Over the last decades we had to learn that in sometimes painful ways. We’re maybe not 

so bad when it comes to loving people in the pews in our own church – so much the 

better that we can sit in the opposite corners of the room on a Sunday morning. But our 

love of brothers and sisters in Christ beyond the walls of our church was sorely tested 

twice in the past. First when the Paterson and King Street churches joined and then when 

the linkage with Shapinsay went ahead. Both times there was a degree of uncertainty, of 

feeling it wasn’t fair, of losing something precious. But we passed the test. We realised 

that since God loves all of us, we should love one another, live side by side, share 

resources, join in ministry. Both times have made us stronger, richer and more blessed 

than we were before. 

Two weeks ago the Presbytery of Orkney held a meeting of all interested parties across 

the county to discuss the future of the Church of Scotland in the islands. 118 people 

turned up. We talked about sharing services using IT, employing youth workers and 

treasurers to work across the Presbytery and working in hubs to help lift the 

administrative burden. Hubs would be groupings of churches with potentially one 

safeguarding coordinator, one property convener, one data protection officer etc. etc. This 

would free the congregations to get on with what’s truly important – worship, mission 

and ministry in their own little patch. 

This means also we would need to share the minister even further, with more 

congregations. This would mean some of the tasks of ministry would need to be picked 

up by members of congregations as one person cannot possibly cover a greater area with 

the same efficiency and remain sane.  

This is a daunting time as we don’t know how things will change even though we know 

they won’t change overnight and it will be a long process of working out what’s best for 

God’s mission in Orkney. We know we will need to be more flexible. We know also that 

this is a time God will show his love for us and for the world in new ways. We know this 



will be our opportunity to love one another better and witness together to a loving and 

caring God. This is a God time. 

Meantime we will be doing many of the same things and some new things too. Two years 

ago we decided as a congregation that our two priorities for the following two years will 

be worship and outreach. As part of that we held a games night for young folk which 

we’re currently improving on, we’re looking at streaming our services online to reach out 

to more folks – that would be to complement the printed services as well as the CDs and 

audio recorded sermons available online. We’ve held various types of worship over the 

last two years – Sunday morning, Messy Church, alternative worship.  

In autumn we will gather together once again to try and determine what our priorities will 

be for the next two years. Where do we want to go? What is God calling us to? 

In all that we will hold fast to Paul’s teaching on loving one another in practical ways: 

‘Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. Be joyful in 

hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in 

need. Practise hospitality.’ We will do that because that’s who we are in Jesus. Amen.  


