
Genesis 24:40-44; Tobit 5:10-6:6; 7:1-2,9b-13; 8:1-21  

Today we follow Tobit, Anna and their son Tobias’ story which we began looking at last 

week. The Book of Tobit was written in 200 BC but is set in the eighth century BC when 

the Northern Kingdom of Israel fell to Assyria and its people were exiled there. We’re 

more familiar with the exile of Judea, the southern kingdom, to Babylon as the vast 

majority of the Old Testament refers to that exile but when we realise that there were two 

kingdoms and two exiles, we begin to make sense of this story. 

Last week we ended on a passage entitled ‘Answered prayers’ and today we’re going to 

see how one of those prayers – the one of Sarah’s – is answered.  

We know that since Tobit became blind, he could not work and therefore his wife Anna 

became the breadwinner. They did fall on some hard times. By the time we meet them 

today again, it’s been four years since he’s been unemployed. 

He now remembered that twenty years ago he had left some considerable money in trust 

with someone in Media, the place where he used to trade in on behalf of the king. He’s 

now desperate for money and decides to send his son Tobias to retrieve that money. 

Tobias though has never been to Media and doesn’t know how to get there – it was 

slightly more complicated than just catching a plane or following a GPS signal on your 

sat nav. Moreover, the journey is dangerous. Tobit decides to hire someone to go with 

Tobias.  

Again, he sends Tobias into the streets to find someone appropriate. He meets an angel 

called Raphael. Of course, the angel doesn’t introduce himself as such, instead he says 

he’s looking for a job and is a fellow Israelite. Tobias and Tobit are satisfied and so the 

two – and the dog – set off.  

Anna is not convinced that her son – her only son – should set off on this dangerous 

journey. Tobit reassures her, saying: ‘a good angel will accompany him’. Little did he 

know that an angel was closer than he ever imagined! 

On the first night, as they camped by the banks of Tigris river, a large fish bites Tobias. 

Raphael tells him to catch the fish. They eat some of it, salt some more for the journey 

and take out the gallbladder, heart and liver as medicine. Raphael explains that the latter 

two items will exorcise a demon while the gallbladder cures blindness (here we have a 

hint of how Tobit’s prayer will be answered).  

After that the angel Raphael continues God’s plan to bring blessing on all the characters 

of the story. He convinces Tobias that they should visit a relation of his and he should 

consider marrying his only daughter Sarah. The news of her curse had travelled far 

though and Tobias doesn’t want to end up like the first seven husbands of hers – dead on 

the wedding night. Raphael reminds him of the powerful heart and liver he carries and 

tells him to use them against the demon Asmodeus living in her house. 



They go to Raguel and sign the marriage contract. In the evening Tobias puts the heart 

and liver of the fish on hot coals, thus repelling the demon who runs away and is then 

bound by Raphael. The couple then pray earnestly to God for safety, protection and 

God’s blessing on their marriage. 

Meanwhile Raguel is not in on the trick of Raphael and he decides to dig the grave – he’s 

not got much hope for Tobias. When they enter the bedroom and realise that he has 

survived the wedding night, they praise God and cover up the grave again. The wedding 

feast ensues, and Tobias is given not just his wife but also half of her father’s possessions 

on the spot. 

While last week’s readings were concerned with prayer in times of suffering and distress, 

this week’s readings have more to do with God’s blessing and how God brings it about. 

Often, we pray for blessing but how does it come about? The answer contained in the 

story of today is that it sometimes comes through the people and events around us. 

Whatever we think of angels – whether we consider them angelic beings or humans – 

they are messengers of God. They travel with us, they live with us, they meet with us – 

just at the right time. 

In this story Raphael just happened to be looking for work when Tobias was searching for 

a companion. The fish just happened to attack Tobias on their first night camping – and 

Raphael happened to know enough of its medicinal use to convince Tobias to keep it. He 

happened to know that the two families were related and there is potential for marriage.  

How often have you been blessed by someone who just happened to be right there or do 

something you badly needed at the time? How many times have you blessed someone 

because you just happened to come across them and had just what they needed? Is it a 

coincidence? God incidence? Part of a plan? 

God works through his messengers – you will remember the story of Abram and Sarai 

being visited by three strangers who happened to predict they will have a son in their old 

age. Sarai laughed but it turned out they really were God’s messengers. 

The story from Genesis part of which we read today reminds us of Abraham looking for a 

wife for his son Isaac. He sent his servant to find a wife for his son in his home country. 

Again, it just so happened that the first woman they met was Rebecca who became the 

wife of Isaac. 

I’m sure you can think of many more stories like that from your own lives. A month 

before arriving in Edinburgh for my studies my accommodation plans fell through. It 

took me a month of frantic searching through any possible contacts and leads but 

eventually it just so happened that the right person sent me an e-mail three days before I 

was due to fly that I can stay with her. She was my guardian angel at the time and many 

times since – we’re still in touch.  

Someone else tells me I always appear when they need me – creepy? Telepathy? God? 



God blesses us in many ways. They are glimpses of God’s love and grace presented in a 

way we can understand. It’s not abstract love of God but love packaged in tangible ways. 

I hope that we more often notice them and appreciate them as his divine protection than 

simply take them for granted. 

There’s slightly more to this blessing business than just receiving it though – however 

important that is too. Tobias had to set off on a dangerous journey, catch the fish, go out 

of his way to secure a wife he never met and which liaison could have cost him his life. 

He wasn’t handed health and happiness on a plate in the comfort of his own home. He 

had to work with God, carefully discerning God’s voice in a dynamic and changing 

situation.  

So let’s soak up God’s blessing whenever it comes and in whatever form it comes. Let’s 

also let God use us as blessing to others by following the promptings of our hearts 

planted there by God himself. But most importantly, let’s carefully listen to God’s voice 

and act upon what we hear. Amen.  


