
Susanna vv 1-64 (text available here: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Susanna+1-64&version=NRSV)  

This summer we’re going to set ourselves a new challenge. Following Spill the Beans 

materials, we’re going to look at some of the stories in what is known as 

deuterocanonical Scriptures of the Bible. They are books which are contained in the 

Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Bible, and in old Latin translations but are not 

found in the Hebrew Scriptures. Their standing in the worldwide Church varies then: The 

Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches include it in the canon of the Bible while 

Protestants don’t.  

Today’s story is surprisingly relevant to contemporary readers. Abuse of power, sexual 

immorality, blackmail and bias of the justice system towards older men are all too 

frequent occurrences in the world around us. 

The two men, even though they don’t rape Susanna, trap her into an impossible situation: 

she can either let them have her body or die. They said they will accuse her of having an 

affair with a young man – at the time the witness of two men was enough to condemn 

someone to death. Witness of a woman counted as half a witness of a man, so Susanna 

had no chance against the testimony of the two. She knew it, she knew she had no real 

choice. Whatever she would choose, would be the death of her. She eventually chose the 

higher moral ground, she chose her dignity, she chose faithfulness to her husband. The 

two elders mercilessly accuse her of something she hadn’t done to punish her for not 

allowing them to have their wicked way with her. Do you hear this? Do you hear how 

revolting this is? To add to the disgrace, the two men were judges and elders in the 

temple – they should have been examples to others.  

For years now every day and every week we hear similar stories of abuse and cover up, 

of injustice and misuse of power. We are sick of hearing of yet another scandal. It’s 

become our daily bread. And I for one am pleased. I for one deeply believe we need to 

hear those stories, expose the predators and fight the corner of the victims. They need to 

be believed, they need to be vindicated, they need to have the space and opportunity to 

start the healing process. 

Data collected on lifetime rates suggests that approximately 10 per cent of all girls and 5 

per cent of all boys experience some form of sexual abuse before they reach the age of 18 

(Gilbert et al, 2009b; WHO, 2006). These figures suggest that girls are at least twice as 

likely as boys to experience sexual abuse. Other research suggests that about one in seven 

girls and one in 25 boys will be sexually abused before they turn 18 (Townsend, C., & 

Rheingold, A.A., (2013). It is estimated that 1 in 20 children in the UK have been 

sexually abused. 1 in 3 children sexually abused by an adult did not tell anyone. 

At the same time, I’m painfully aware that too often in such cases it’s word of one against 

another. There are cases of false accusations destroying lives and reputations too. 

However, in relation to sexual crimes reported to the police, a general Crown Prosecution 

Service Equality and Diversity Unit report, 2013, identified that 0.6% of reported rapes 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Susanna+1-64&version=NRSV


were found to be false. In the same study, for domestic abuse the corresponding figure for 

prosecutions for false allegations was 0.0003%. False allegations are not nearly as 

common then as the system not believing the victims but it’s equally wrong.  

Injustice and abuse of power take many forms: sexual predation, modern day slavery, 

climate injustice, poverty, genocide. This coming Thursday the world will remember the 

Srebrenica massacre of 1995 where 8000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys were ethnically 

cleansed. Mass graves are still being found.  

It’s all depressing news. But we, as Christians, are called to be part of the solution and 

therefore the good news. We are called to act with integrity and stand up for the victims 

as Daniel did. He could have been falsely accused himself – the system might have 

decided he was the young man who had a romantic liaison with Susanna and fled the 

scene of the crime. He would have died too. But he was courageous, knew what the right 

thing to do is and acted upon this knowledge. May we do the same every time. Amen. 


