
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9; James 1:17-27  

I think people in Orkney are far more in touch with nature and its seasons and therefore 

more accepting of change and fragility in life. There’s a deep correlation between 

recognising the time to sow, time when things grow and ripen, time for harvest and time 

when the earth is frozen and barren, awaiting another lease of life, dealing with 

disappointments of animal illness, accidents and failure of crops and the deep acceptance 

of seasons of life with birth, growth, illness, fragility, death and bereavement. There’s 

something you naturally know that doesn’t need to be explained to you. That’s why 

Creation Time makes so much more sense here than it ever did in the middle of a big city. 

You know you are part of creation and creation is part of you. You learn from it from 

early on in life and it helps you in later life’s ups and downs. It’s the deep rootedness in 

the world around you. 

But it’s clearly not a universal truth and so people around the world need to work on it. 

Hence on the 23
rd

 May this year the Scottish Government introduced a new Climate 

Change Bill. It set out a new target for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions to 90% 

by 2050. The Creation Time materials claim: ‘Scotland is on the cutting edge of climate 

justice: we are committed to sustainable energy and much of our domestic needs are 

provided through renewable energy supplies like wind farms but we can do more. As part 

of Stop Climate Chaos Scotland, Christian Aid, with others, are pushing the Scottish 

Government to reach for even stronger targets to deliver a cleaner, healthier, more 

prosperous Scotland. This should include greener farming, creating a nitrogen balance 

sheet for Scotland by 2020: energy efficient homes, so all homes have at least Energy 

Performance Rating C by 2025 and cleaner transport, phasing out the sale of new fossil 

fuel cars by 2030. (…) 

The bill will need the commitment of us all and a willingness to make changes if we are 

to meet strong targets. It is the same with all our words about love, justice, equality – they 

must be more than vocabulary. They are vocation.’
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There’s yet more to being in touch with God’s creation though. It’s looking after the 

people too – they are after all part of God’s creation also. In the same material we read: 

‘Globally, 65 million people are displaced through climate chaos, religious and political 

oppression or conflict. That is 1 in every 113 people on the planet. Of those 65 million 

the vast majority, over 40 million, are internally displaced. They never cross their 

borders, or they spill over into neighbouring countries that are hard-pressed to cope, yet 

welcome them. At least 80% of internally displaced people live and work in host 

communities. There are extraordinary stories of compassion and collaboration. Currently, 

internally displaced people do not have any recognised status, and are therefore not 

entitled to the rights and protection of those with refugee status. Christian Aid are 
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lobbying the UN to have that changed and asking the Prime Minister to back the move. 

By offering rights and recognition, a real hope is planted.’
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In today’s Deuteronomy reading we encounter a people in a similar situation. The people 

of Israel emerged from a time of wilderness wandering after they escaped oppression in 

Egypt. They left behind a constrictive system which instead of giving life, diminished it 

and eventually took it away. There was no freedom. Now they are free but they are lost. 

It’s so much easier to do what someone else tells us to, it’s so much easier to live under 

constraint than to think for oneself. Slavery took away your freedom but it gave you a 

structure to follow mindlessly. Now they don’t have that structure any more so God 

provides them with a life-giving one. He offers them a relationship and a new way of 

interacting with one another. He knows it’s challenging and uncomfortable but he knows 

it’s life giving and ultimately will give them a secure future.  

God lovingly gives his people laws and rules to follow so that they live and live in 

abundance.  The commands are an expression of the new relationship the people have 

entered into with God – they are his people, they belong. That’s the reason why they want 

to follow them – not greed, not desire for more but a relationship. That’s what defines 

them, that’s who they are. 

Everything we have comes from God too. He’s the Creator who created the world in all 

its diversity and abundance, he created us as complex as we are, he blesses us richly as 

we go through life. He looks after us. He’s the Giver, the Lover and the Carer. Because 

he is, we want to give and love and care for the world and the people around us who have 

been entrusted to us. 

How we live out our faith and our identity in Christ shows our wisdom and understanding 

to the nations, ‘who will hear about all these decrees and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a 

wise and understanding people.’ What other nation is so great as to have their gods near 

them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him?
 
And what other 

nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am 

setting before you today?’ 

In today’s reading from the Letter of James we are given a telling image of looking in a 

mirror. When we come together to ponder what God’s Word says to us every week, we 

look into a mirror together. What do we see? We see ourselves as we truly are – beloved 

of God, chosen by him, cherished by him. Out of that identity flows our willingness to 

lead better lives, lives reflecting Christ more and more. Out of that belonging flows our 

love of God’s creation and the willingness to look after it better. It’s not that we have to – 

it’s simply who we are. We want to be a screwdriver in God’s tool shed. We want him to 

be able to use us for what he created us.  

In James we read we are the first fruits of all God created. Craig Koester in his 

commentary writes: ‘In biblical tradition, the first fruits are the first ripe sheaves of grain 

or the first fruits that appear and ripen on a tree. They are signs of a greater harvest yet to 
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come. And the first fruits were regularly offered to God as a sign that the entire harvest 

belonged to God. To be a first fruit is to belong to God, to be claimed by God, to be 

wanted by God.’
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We belong to God, we are claimed by God, we are wanted by him. Today’s reading from 

James takes us from that point and calls us to put our money where our mouth is. Be what 

you are and do what you say. If we are part of God’s creation and called to be good 

stewards of it, maybe it’s time we bought Fairtrade products so that the producers get a 

fair price and send their children to school the way we send ours. Maybe it’s time we 

regularly bought through Traidcraft catalogues which lie through in the meeting room – 

the company are currently in dire straits and in danger of closing down the trading side of 

things because people do not buy the same after Brexit referendum and in the ensuing 

economic instability. Because fairly traded products are more expensive, their sales are 

hardest hit. Maybe it’s time we lobbied the Prime Minister on fair prices for all, rights for 

internally displaced people around the globe or more ambitious climate change laws. 

Maybe it’s time we switched to greener energy supplier. You know best what time it is 

for you – you know your best options and the best fit for your own situation. The bottom 

line is: Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

Amen.  
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