
Luke 9: 57-62 

Today we continue our Stewardship Season which we started last week in Kirkwall. This 

year we’re thinking of our use of talents. Last week we said that all of us have something 

to offer to God as he created us in his wisdom in such a way.  

The reading Emma has just read is about willing disciples who nevertheless come up with 

excuses why they can’t offer themselves to God here and now. The first one, probably the 

most willing at face value, offers himself without giving any thought to what following 

Jesus might mean. He’s spontaneous and enthusiastic but his spontaneity doesn’t have 

much grounding. Hence Jesus tells him not to bother as there’s more involved than he 

realises. The man likes the idea but not necessarily the long-term commitment.  

The second one is willing, but he needs to bury his father. Now that always struck me as 

odd – why would he even be around Jesus and away from home if his father had died? In 

those days, burials had to happen immediately after the death as there were no mortuaries 

with fridges in them. How does this make sense then? While preparing for this sermon, I 

read a different explanation. Someone suggested that the man is saying he needs to look 

after his father, give him his due, care for him until he dies – he can then follow Jesus. 

This to me makes far more sense. He’s saying his primary loyalty lies with his family and 

only then can he give his time to Jesus. 

The third one only wants to say goodbye to his family. Is he expecting some sort of 

recognition for what he’s doing? Is that what it’s all about?  

All three are wiling to follow Jesus but none of them is fully committed. They all have 

excuses why it can’t be now. What Jesus points out is that the time is now, there is no 

other time. To follow Jesus, we don’t need to have everything figured out ahead of time, 

we just need to trust him and follow and everything else will fall into place. 

Jesus is not saying we are to abandon our families and commitments but that our 

commitment to him should come first. Life can sometimes seem like a big Where’s Wally 

puzzle book. How are we to find what we are looking for? So many distractions! But 

when Jesus is our priority, our relationship with him will guide all the rest of the picture: 

our relationships, our lifestyle, our choices and what and when we do. And that’s as it 

should be. Jesus is indeed more important than any of those things and only with him at 

the centre will we be able to get everything else right.  

We sometimes feel that the time needs to be right before we commit ourselves fully. It 

doesn’t. It’s as if we were waiting by the Red Sea, expecting God to rescue us and then 

we’ll reluctantly follow the path he prepared. Discipleship should be more like eagerly 

waiting by the River Jordan, itching to get in, get our feet wet and get baptised by God’s 

Holy Spirit. With that eagerness to put Jesus first we then go into our lives to get 

transformed with every day and to transform the world around us according to what Jesus 

expects of us. 



Another problem people might have with following Jesus is that it can’t be measured. It’s 

not doing this or that but building a life-long relationship with God which will then 

influence and change our lives, priorities and decisions we take. We can’t ‘do’ God for an 

hour a week or an hour a day – it’s a life-giving relationship which feeds into the rest of 

our lives. Only when we are thus fed and nurtured, will we be able to use our talents and 

everything else God gave us in the right way, aligned with his purposes for the world.  

Let’s pray as we sing ‘Take my life’.  

Hymn 502 – Take my life  

Galatians 5: 13-26  

We might be tempted to think that once we discovered what God wants us to do with our 

lives and our talents, there are no more considerations. It’s all about me, my ministry, my 

truth, my way – whatever the cost. But if our service to the world is an outworking of the 

Spirit of God alive and active in us, there will be no devouring one another. Paul writes: 

‘If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.’ He 

lists several community-destroying acts of the flesh: hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 

selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy. We are never better than anybody else 

just because we discovered our purpose on earth and follow it to the best of our abilities.  

If we truly live by the Spirit who enables us to use our God-given talents, we will be 

filled with the opposite of the acts of the flesh: we will be filled with love, joy, peace, 

forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Again, this is 

not a list of tasks to be fulfilled but characteristics we acquire if we are truly aligned with 

God. There is no hatred in God, there is no discord, there is no dissentions. They are 

human emotions and exist in our flesh but not in God. 

There is no sense of achievement, accomplishment or pride attached to following Jesus 

and doing his will either. If we live by the Spirit, following Jesus and doing what he 

wants us to will come automatically like breathing. They are part of who we are in Christ 

and not some success to boast about. 

Aubra Love, Guest Lectionary Commentator on the African American Lectionary blog 

and the Founding Executive Director of The Black Church and Domestic Violence 

Institute in Atlanta, Georgia, wrote on this passage: ‘the Church believes that God can 

give us power to live as liberated, God-acting individuals.’1 It’s through the daily 

nurturing of the relationship that we receive the power to live liberated God-obedient 

lives.  

The same truth was expressed by Desmond Tutu who said to Richard Rohr: ‘We are only 

the light bulbs, Richard, and our job is just to remain screwed in!’2 

 
1 http://www.theafricanamericanlectionary.org/PopupLectionaryReading.asp?LRID=147.  
2 Rohr Richard, Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life (SPCK, 2012), p. IX. 

http://www.theafricanamericanlectionary.org/PopupLectionaryReading.asp?LRID=147


 I’ll finish with a quote from Rev Dr Timothy Downs who wrote: ‘St. Augustine once 

said, "Love God and do as you please." Is that easy or is it complex? Our freedom in faith 

is framed by a covenant, by a love of God. Freedom is not license. It is freedom to act 

within the context of a relationship with God, a relationship of love. Paul reminds the 

people of Galatia that we are called to respond to a loving and graceful God by loving our 

neighbor as ourselves. That means that we are to show esteem for our neighbors and 

ourselves. We are to desire to help our neighbor. We are free not simply to be at liberty, 

but we are free to be more freely loving; and if we are more freely loving, we will be a 

people who seek a more just and supportive society in which people, to use Paul's words, 

"no longer bite and devour one another."’3 So be it. Amen.  

 
3 http://day1.org/617-jesus_means_freedom.  

http://day1.org/617-jesus_means_freedom

