
Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8; Luke 10: 38 – 42  

This Sunday we continue the theme of ‘Stewardship of Time’ Reverend Julia began last 

week.  You may recall Julia looked at part of the Creation story, when God created 

‘time’: the day and the night with the sun, the moon and the stars. In the children’s 

address, Julia was helped to work out how much time we have and noted that we all have 

the same amount of time available to each of us. 

This morning I would like to continue exploring what this theme has to offer us as we 

gather together as a church family to listen to the good news and to worship God. As I do 

so I hope that you may find some thoughts and challenges to help you over the coming 

week. 

We began our service with the reassuring hymn: ‘Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

whose trust ever childlike no cares could destroy…’. This hymn is an evocative prayer 

reminding us of the kind of God we have and the reasons for our hope. Amid the passage 

of time over the years, we are called to remain a people of hope, trusting in the Good 

News promised in and through our Saviour Jesus Christ. We are called to live as an 

Easter People.  People who know the dynamic of the suffering, death and resurrection 

cycle as a mystery we enter into in our lives over and over again as new challenges come 

our way.  We see this same dynamic expressed within the rich Baptismal liturgy as we 

share in Christ’s death confident that we will share in new life with Christ in the fullness 

of God’s kingdom. So we have good reasons to celebrate the life God gives us and to 

share our joy of this present moment. 

As human beings, within our lived experience, we can find ourselves having a changing 

relationship with time. 

As children, our experience of time may have seemed more limitless. Summer holidays 

from school seemed to go on forever. Most of us probably longed for Christmas to come 

counting down the days with a sense of wonder, excitement and joy.  Waiting was not 

easy! 

As an adult, Christmas and birthdays come around all too quickly, bringing memories of 

what has gone before as our frame of reference extends over more years… Our 

commitments increase, life gets busier and faster and we realise the finite nature of our 

lives and those around us.  Time seems to speed up: the seasons and, indeed, the years 

seem to pass more quickly as our heightened sense of our own mortality develops.  

We are exposed to news from around the world several times a day which can sadden our 

hearts and distress us as we learn of the suffering of so many people through experiences 

of poverty, terror, natural disasters and political manoeuvrings. Besides genuine stories, 

we are now more aware of ‘Fake news’ all around, confusing us so it can be difficult to 

know just what to believe as we search for truth against an increasingly secular world. 

We try our best to hold firm to a moral compass in living our lives according to Christian 

values. 



So we come together today: as human beings, children and adults. We come together as 

people who seek God and people who follow Jesus challenged to make sense of what life 

is about and to find ways to face change and loss. When the world social media is flooded 

with ‘fake news’ we come together knowing we have the Good News - something we can 

rely on alongside our capacity to reason. 

Let’s consider this striking reading today from the Book of Ecclesiastes, we are reminded 

of the finite nature of the time that all our activity exists within.  This is such a powerful 

reading you may find benefit from returning to read it for yourself over the coming week.  

Whatever challenges you face are time limited one way or the other.   

As God created time, so God exists outwith time and enters into our time bound world 

through Jesus. Perhaps that is a too complex thought for a Sunday morning… 

Let’s park that idea just now and see if you can picture an easier but equally worthwhile 

idea to reflect on in relation to time.  Do you recall Charles Dickens ‘Christmas Carol’, 

[Christmas keeps coming into my mind today already!] when the ghost of Christmas 

Future shows Scrooge his own tombstone? The reality of his impending demise so shakes 

him he turns his life around, making the most of every moment to do good, be kind and 

becomes a much happier person.  The dates we are born and die are often the significant 

information recorded on a headstone. But perhaps the information which is much more 

significant but remains hidden is the intervening period between being born and dying, 

the dash. Food for thought is how will you live our ‘dash’. 

All aspects of our life is lived out within a continuum of time, with a beginning and an 

ending. In today’s Baptism, as a Church family, we mark the beginning of Thorfinn’s life 

as a follower of Christ supported by parents, God parents and our faith community.  

Tomorrow in a funeral service, we mark an ending, an ending of earthly life in the Late 

John Laughton who served Kirkwall East church well for many years and in various 

different roles as a Member, a long serving Elder and within the choir. Perhaps our 

culture now finds beginnings easier to deal with than endings yet our endings are so 

significant bring life into sharp focus and may indeed spur us to find purpose and 

meaning in the here and now. I will return to this later on. 

Our Christian tradition tells us we will be called to account for our lives.  We can choose 

to exercise good stewardship over our time, to show love to others, to use our resources 

wisely and to give thanks to God for the gift of our lives and the gift of Salvation through 

the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Let’s turn our attention now to consider this morning’s gospel reading from Luke Chapter 

10: 38-42.  The story of Martha and Mary is only found in Luke’s Gospel.  It is certainly 

one which is often a source of heated debate.  I know my late Mother was very quick to 

point out that Jesus might not have been so keen to let Mary sit and listen to him if he 

knew he was not going to be fed through the generous hospitality and hard work of 

Martha.  As a busy mother of four children, she had little time to sit in deep conversation 

with anyone.  



In studying the Gospels, we find each evangelist’s account present their own themes and 

using differing sources they write for their particular communities. Luke’s Gospel offers 

a particular portrayal of Jesus as a strong leader and compassionate Messiah who seeks to 

bring about social justice and is keen to reach out to those marginalised. Luke goes to 

great lengths to encourage a generosity of hospitality. We should be attentive to the needs 

of others and reach out to share what we can. In considering our Gospel text, we are 

invited not to see one person’s vocational response as better than another’s but rather to 

ensure our response is wholehearted and the best we can offer.  Comparisons are not very 

helpful and can misdirect our attention.  If we look at Jesus’ response, he does not 

support Martha’s protestations over Mary’s choice.  He appreciates Mary choosing to 

listen to him.  Mary makes the choice of how to spend her time – she spends her time in 

conversation with Jesus. 

So what does this Gospel story have to reveal to us as we consider our stewardship of 

time?  Martha was doing what was needed to offer hospitality to Jesus as a guest.  

Judaism of that time emphasised hospitality as an important part of their faith. She may 

have had a prevailing sense of duty and was busy ‘doing’ things, good and necessary 

work. On the other hand, Mary put aside everything else to ‘be’ with Jesus.  She put aside 

her own agenda and concentrated on ‘being’ with Jesus. Time spent with Jesus is 

transformative.  

Perhaps there is a link between the balance we found so reinforced in the Ecclesiastes’ 

reading offering a time for all things, inviting us to ensure we have a time for both our 

doing and our being. Our active loving and generous service of God and our passive time 

when we set aside all our daily activities to stop and just be with Jesus. We can take a few 

minutes of our time and become still allowing our awareness of Jesus’ closeness to us to 

cultivate a listening heart to hear what his word is saying to us each day. When we spend 

time with Jesus who really listens to our concerns, cares for us, something amazing can 

begins to happen.   

One notable difference within the original Koine Greek of the Scriptures, which becomes 

lost in translation, is what is meant by God’s time.  Within the Greek, there are two 

differing types of time: ‘Chronos’ and ‘Kairos’.  One type of time is ‘Chronos’ is the 

sequential passage of time: minutes, hours, days, months, years.  This is where our 

concept of chronology is derived from. It is a quantitative measure and lies outwith our 

control.  The other type of time  is denoted by the Greek word and concept  of ‘Kairos’ 

which is something rather different. It signifies a proper moment or opportune moment 

for action. Kairos is a qualitative, permanent nature. It is a moment which makes all the 

difference – this is a moment of encounter with God.  Mary was quick to grasp it and 

Jesus knew in doing so she had chosen the ‘better part’. 

In our week ahead, may be find comfort in knowing that there is a time for all things.  In 

our times of sadness, may be remember a time of laughter; in our moments of struggle, 

may be remember this too will pass.  



May we draw strength from the Good News of the Scriptures seeking the kingdom of 

God first. We can be like Martha in offering generous hospitality and service with 

diligence to others. But may we also be open to follow Mary’s example in putting aside 

some time just to be in Jesus’ company. Let us recognise and enjoy our ‘Kairos’ 

moments, open to God healing and transforming our hearts so we do not live burdened by 

regrets of the past we cannot change or fear of the future which we cannot control.  Let us 

live our ‘dash’ fully, with courage and confidence, in the present moment with peace in 

our hearts. Amen 


