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Creation-tide week 2  

Let the words of my mouth 
And the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, 

O Lord our strength and our redeemer 
Amen 

 

This Sunday we continue into our second week of the season of 

Creation-tide considering ourselves as part of God’s Creation and our 

planet. 

At this time of year, the Church rightly draws our attention to the 

very topical issues of Creation and our roles and responsibilities to be 

good stewards as God asked us to be from the Book of Genesis. As an 

Eco-congregation Kirkwall East Church has already recognised and 

continues to be committed to various principles such as using resources 

wisely, becoming more attuned to issues of sustainability, caring for the 

environment and working towards minimising the impact of our lifestyles 

on climate change.  

Never has the world faced such an awareness of the impact of 

impending climate crisis. The Social Media and instant reports from 

around the world show natural habitats destroyed, ecosystems 

devastated and many species on the brink of extinction.  Even species 

of the humble bumble bee, so vital for pollination, have made it onto the 

World Wildlife Fund for Endangered Species list, along with over 700 

species which could easily become extinct. This includes: butterflies, 

elephants, grizzly bears, gorillas, orangutans, tigers, rhinos, birds, fish 

and sea creatures. 

For some species, time on planet earth is running out. Human 

beings are the greatest threat to the survival of endangered species 

through poaching, habitat destruction and the effects of climate change. 

In some areas farming has expanded and forests are cut down. Pollution 

contaminates land and water supplies.  Plastic is becoming a scourge of 

our land and water with many creatures ingesting it often with fatal 

consequences. Alien species have been introduced to areas without 

considering the delicate ecological balance. Over fishing through large 
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scale trawling and hunting has taken more than a species can replace. 

Polar ice caps are melting and storms and hurricanes ravage countries 

bringing tsunamis and loss on a scale not witnessed before. 

Through humanity’s self-centred living and greed, we have lived 

for today and lost touch with the land, with the earth, the ground of our 

being. 

Whilst this is sobering to think about, we gather as a people of faith 

and we ask for forgiveness and a chance to start over again.  We ask 

the Holy Spirit to hover over us once more, as we know it did over the 

waters in the Book of Genesis, bringing order out of chaos, bringing light 

from darkness, and hope from despair. The Hebrew word for spirit is 

‘Ruah’ which in its primary sense means ‘breath, air or wind’. There is 

something essential to life found in the ‘breath of God’ re-invigorating us 

and reviving our hearts to find new ways forward that are life giving for 

us, our fellow creatures and for the land we leave for the next 

generation. 

Indeed we have witnessed many young people, like the 16 year 

old Swedish, Greta Thunberg, challenging the complacency of our 

generations for allowing this environmental crisis to continue unfettered. 

As people of faith, we come together to worship, to listen to the 

word of God and to draw on our Christian traditions seeking wisdom and 

ways to discern a way forward. For some of us faith may be as fragile as 

the ecosystems.  Life may have dealt some tough blows through 

suffering, illness, death of a loved one or experiences in which we have 

been disrespected or hurt. All these significant happenings can shake 

our confidence in God, in what can be relied upon. So like the boy’s 

father in chapter 9 of St Mark’s gospel verse 24, we pray: ‘I do believe, 

help my unbelief’ 

So having confessed our deeds and omissions, our service moved 

onto the readings from Holy Scripture, showing us a rich tapestry of 

images.  We are a people of hope and we turn to God in prayer.  We 

sang: ‘Spirit of the living God fall afresh on me.  Melt me, mould me, fill 

me use me’. This hymn takes us a little deeper in our prayer seeking 
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grace to be transformed and sanctified as God wishes.  We remember 

we called into being through the will of the Creator God. 

This morning’s Introit, so beautifully sung by the choir, reminded us 

of God’s knowledge of each of us from Psalm 139. ‘Lord you searched 

me and you know me… Nothing is hidden from God’. We are loved as 

we are, with all our foibles and limitations, as well as our strengths and 

skills.  Indeed in the children’s hymn, ‘ If I were a butterfly’, we have 

insight into an important truth of our salvation, it is first and foremost our 

‘being’ which praises God.  Our activities, our ‘doings’ are of secondary 

consideration. Sometimes we get caught up in being busy doing things 

and forget to take time simply to be, to still ourselves and reflect. 

Perhaps this is something we need to cultivate? 

One way a lecturer explained God’s salvific action was to see God 

as an escalator continually drawing the creatures God made to God’s 

very self in generous love and compassion. We, as creatures with free 

will, could choose to move upwards and Godwards or not.  Whatever we 

chose God would continue to draw us upwards.  I found this a helpful 

way to understand something of the mystery of our life in faith. 

One of the risky prayers we make in the Lord’s prayer is agreeing 

to let ‘God’s will be done’. We often seek the coming of the kingdom but 

struggle with the process we have to go through as God’s will to get us 

there.   

This takes us onto consider the reading I am going to focus on 

from the prophet Jeremiah, Ch18:1-18.  Usually Jeremiah is being told to 

speak out as God’s messenger.  But here we see God telling him to 

look, learn and reflect on the significance of what he sees in the Potter’s 

house. 

In the video clip earlier, we saw the skilled potter at work.  The clay 

is chosen and purified for the process to ensure it is fit for purpose.  The 

potter separates out the material he  will work on.  Sometimes God will 

choose us and call us, separating us out from people and situations 

which will not contribute to the creative process God has in mind. The 

clay is worked over and over on the potter’s wheel with the potter’s hand 

guiding every aspect.  At first the pot is marred, there is some inpurity or 
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blemish to put right.  The potter does not give up but patiently reworks 

his material remaining ever attentive to the changes and possibilities 

within this earthen vessel. The potter does not mind the messiness of 

the process but skilfully moulds the clay using pressure on the outside, 

like situations and circumstances, and pressure on the inside, like the 

indwelling of the Holy Spiriit. The potter has vision and a purpose in 

mind which the clay knows nothing of.  And so it is with us as Jeremiah 

reminds us in Chapter 29: verse 1:  

‘I alone know the plans I have for you 
Plans to bring you prosperity and not disaster, 
plans to bring about the future you hope for’ 

 

Whatever way life is leading us, this God’s promise is to bring 

hope, to remain with us and to gradually draw us to share ever deeper in 

God’s loving presence where all tears are wiped away and we finally 

realise fully: 

We hold a treasure, not made of gold 
In earthen vessels, wealth untold, 

One treasure only, the Lord the Christ 
In earthen vessels 

 

Amen 

 

 


